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THE 



PREFACE. 




I O give Ibme Sati8:&£lion to tha 
'• candid Reader^ concerning thd 
\ Motives that induced me to put 
thefe Lcftures into the Prefs, there are 
two material Queftions, that may rcafon-* 
ably be made, which I think myfelf o-* 
bliged, before I (titer upon them, to give 
proper Anfwers to in tny own Vindication. 

FirJ, " What Occafiori there is to 
" trouble the PubHck with a Treatife on 
" this Divine Subjeift, which has from 
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time to time been fo accurately and 
copioufly handled by much abler Pens, 
that there is nothing New to be faid, or 
writ upon it ; efpecially in fo narrow a 
Compafs as it is here reduced to ? '' 
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The beft Apology I have to offer for 
this is, that I am but too fenfible of my 
own Deficiency in both thefe Refpedts, and 
that I fall far ftiort of the Great Men that 
have gone before me in the Copioufnefs of 
the Matter, as well as the Elegance and 
Politenefs of the Style, which I pretend 
not to vie with them in. But, as I have 
omitted nothing of Importance that came 
within my Reach, either with Regard to 
the Arguments themfelves, or the Solutions 
of the Objeftions urged under the feve- 
ral Heads here treated of ^ fo I cannot but 
perfwade myfelf, that the fhorter they 
are, the more eafily and thorouhgly they 
will be perufed by the Generality of Rea- 
ders, and the more likely, therefore, to 
be remembered, and reduced to Praftice, 

than 
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than when dilated and fwelled into Volumes 
of a larger Size. 

Secondly, *^ The next Queftion that a- 
** rifes from this is, that, if they are de* 
" iigned for the General Ufc and Benefit 
" of the Community, Why fhould they 
be compofed in the Scholaftick Way 
of Writing, expreffed in the Metaphyfi- 
** cal Terms and Diftindtions, and inter- 
" mixed with Greek and Latin Sentences 
'^ from the Ancient Moralifts, which the 
greateft Part of the Vulgar Readers arc 
quite Strangers to, and can be but little 

profited by?" 
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In anfwer to this I beg Leave to ob- 
ferve, that having originally taken my Plan 
from Bifliop WiLKiNs's Principles o/Na^ 
fural Religion, where the greateft Part of 
thofe Quotations occur, (as properly fuited to 
the Audience they were firft addrefled to) I 
was unwilling to drop them on this Occa- 
lions BEING inclined to believe that as there 

a 2 is 



iv The PREFACE. 

is nothing in the whole Compofition below 
the Curiofity of Perfons of the firft Rank 
in Point of Learning and Abilities to em- 
ploy their Thoughts upon ; So . neither is 
there any Thing fo far above the Capaci- 
ties of the Other, (as to the main Drift and 
Subftance of what is offered upon each 
Head) but what, by the Help of the Ex- 
plications there given of them, may be 
readily underftood, and applied to the beft 
Advantage. So that they cannot well fail, 
if read with Care and Attention, to have a 
good EfFe£t upon Both. 

The Former, whofe Inclinatioqs have 
led them more to the Study of Claflical 
Learning, than that of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, may here be agreeably entertained 
in their own Way, by having their Me^- 
mories refreftied, and their Judgments con- 
firmed in the Principles they had before 
imbibed ; and the latter more convincing^ 
ly edified and eftablifhed in Theirs, out of 

jnere Shame to be outdone by the very 

' Heathens 
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Heathens in the Moral Duties of Religion^ 
which Natural Reafon, with the Super- 
ftrudture of Divine Revelation, moire in- 
difpenfibly obliges them to pay to the 
Almighty Redeemer, as well as Creator 
and Gov!?rnor of the World, 

In all which Refpe(3:s, as 'tis doubtlefs a 
Subjedt of the greateft Importance to be 
rightly underftood and confidered by all 
Ranks and Degrees of Men among us ; 
fo it cannot but be allowd, that the more 
different Lights it is fet and viewed in, the 
more likely it is to anfwer that Purpofe : 
And all, I fear, but too little to ftem the 
over-bearing Torrent of Infidelity, Impiety, 
and Licentioufnefs of every Kind, which 
has of late, more than ever, been flowing 
in upon us, and which, if a timely Stop be 
not put to it, muft inevitably bring down 
the Divine Judgments on our Heads, 

To avert this Impending Danger, the 
moft effedual Way that can be thought of, 

is 
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is to unite in our Joint Endeavours^ to fow 
the falatary Seeds of this Divme Faith and 
Knowledge in the Hearts of all under our 
immediate Cpe and Charge; But more 
efpecially thofe of tender Years, who are na- 
turally more fufceptible of loofe and vicious 
Impreflions, and confequently more liable 
to be feduced and corrupted by thofe bold 
Abettors of Atheiftical Principles, that are 
every where advancing, and gaining Ground 
in their Attacks, It was this Confider- 
ation chiefly, which firft moved me to 
draw up this Compendious Summary, as a 
proper Prefervative againft them, without 
any Defign at that Time of troubling the 
Publick with it. 

It has lain by me for feveral Years, and 
would have done fo ftill, if I had not been 
induced to commit it to the Prefs by the 
plcafing Profped; I had in View, of con- 
tributing my Mite towards the Inftilling 
the fundamental Principles of the Chriflian 
Religion, into the Minds of our Growing 

Youth 
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Youth in the publick Schools, and Uni« 

veriities, and other Seminaries of Educatioa 

elfewhere J As being the moft likely Means^ 

in my Opinion, to prevent the farther 

Spreading of Infidelity in the next Age^ 
though it feems, I fear, to have taken too 

deep Root amongfl: us to hope for a pre&nt 
Suppreffion of it in thi$« 

*Tis there the Ground-work of Refor« 
mation, in Point of Principles, as well as 
Prafluce, muft be laid. And from thence 
it muft be derived, as 'tis to be hoped kk 
due Time it will, to anfwer that defired 
EfFeft. But whatever the Succefs be, I 
have difcharged what I thought my Duty; 
and leave the Reft to the Divine Difpofal^ 
on whofe Grace and Providence alone the 
final IfTue of it depends. 

All I have ^^er to advertife the Reader 
of is, that I hdve fubjoined to thefe Lec« 
tures a DifTertation yet more Practical and 
Perfwafive, on the great Neceflity and Im« 

portance 
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portance of Divine Wifdom and Knowledge 
in general^ as it conduces, above all others, 
not only to advance the Dignity and Per- 
fcdion of our Rational Nature, but to 
promote and fecure our Temporal as well 
as Spiritual Happinefs, both in this World 
and the next. To which I have like-* 

■ 

wife added, an earneil Exhortation, more 
particularly addreffed to the Deifts and 
Freethinkers of the prefent Age, to fore- 
warn them of the apparent Dangers they 
expofe themfelves to by the Libertine Prin- 
ciples they feem to value themfelves upon $ 
To fet before them the irreparable Mif- 
chiefs they do to the Civil, no lefs than the 
Bccleiiaflical State in that Reipeft; and 
by the mofl prevalent and engaging Argu« 
ments I could urge in/o narrow a Compafs^ 
to bring them to a better Senfe of the Di- 
vine Authority and Perfeftion of that Holy 
Religion they are taking fo much Pains t^ 
undermine and oppofe. ** 



^*jm 
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7de favourable R^Cepthri fbis Bcok has 
met nvith from the PaMic/t, mtwithjlandtng 
the Difcouragemenfs generally complained 
of in the Dijpofal of ReHgious Treat ifis of 
this forty and the Many Errors and Mijiakes 
in thefirft Impreffion^ cannot hut he conftrued 
as a fufficient Motive in hotb thofe RefpeSls 
to induce me to publijh a Second Edition of it. 

But there is yet another Motive much 
more Prejpng and Important than thefe^ 
which I think myfef obliged to apprize my 
Readers ofy viz. " That the Jlrjl Edi- 
tion being only a Sketch of what was far-^ 
ther intended to be enlarged upon in cafe 
it met with a favourable Reception (as 
indeed it has done beyond what I expeSted) 
I was much entreated and encouraged by 
two or three particular Friends to pub- 
lijh it under my own Name 3 ■ 
with fuch Additions^ Alterations ^ and Im^ 
provements in the feveral diJlinSl TraSfs^ 

b an4 
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and Branches of which it conjijls^ as I thought 
would heft anfwer the moft Extenjive^ Ufe- 
Jill and Edifying Purpofes I propofed to the 

Publick by it. The Particulars of which 

I am inclined to hope will likewife be well 
receivedy tho^ I am but too fenfble of the 
Occafion there will ftill be to befpeak their 
Candour in the favourable Perufal of them. 



:>- 



N. B. That the firft Sheet of the 
Preliminary Dijfertation was by Miftakc 
printed ofF without the Running Title^ 
which the Readers are defir'd to excufe. 
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Preliminary Diflertation 

In DEFENCE of the 

HOLY SCRIPTURES 

AGAINST 

INFIDELS and FREETHINKERS 

of all Denominations, 

With Proper Rules and Direflions neceflary for th» 
Right life and Application of them. 

I HAT the Knowledge of 
God, as it impKes a firm 
Belief in Him, is the Per- 
feflion of our Nature and Eter- 
nal Life the ultimate End of it, is 
a Principle which every Man, that 
is blelTed with the true Ufe of his 
Reafon, and believes his Soul to be 
A Immortal 
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Immortal, muft ' necdlarily yield a 
ready Aflent to. For, as the C/»- 
derjianding is properly a Faculty of 
knowings and the Will oidejiring, and 
the Choice of the one depends upon 
the Judgment of the other ; fo the 
utmoft Perfection they are refpec- 
tively capable of, muft eonfift in the 
Attainment of fuch a Knowledge as 
leads us to the Enjoyment oi the 
greatejl Good* 

'Tis this Knowledge alone, as the 
wifeft of Men has told us, that en- 
lightens the Eyesy and converts the 
Soul'y that gpues to our Heads a 
Crown of Glory y and f^ our Hearts 
OH Ornament of G face: 'Tis this that 
etM)bles a»d etiibellifhes our Nature, 
ifeifes us to a lieafef jfeefemblance with 
God > and iiSfufes ihto our Minds a 
<^e Noidoti of out! Ot^igaitidn oti that 
f'riRciple to wor^3»^ and obey Him, 

ac- 
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according to thole Revelations he has 

vouchlafed us of Himfelf, and the 
Laws and Rules he has prefcribed us 
to walk by. 

Without this, the other Sort of 
Knowledge, which we call Human, 
is only a Compound of Error and Ig- 
norance, which being deftitute of 
Light and Afliftance froni Heaven, 
dwells only upon the Surface and 
Shadows of divine Truth, which Ibars 
too high above the Reach of ou? 
Reafbn to come at. 'Tis at beft h\ t 
a fpecious and imaginary Sort of 
Amufement, which (as the Apoftle 
St. Paul obferves) f>ufs up, but does 
not edify. It fills Men s Minds with 
Pride and Self-conceit, and makes 
them fo far Idolaters to the Oracle 
of Human Reafon, that they think 
themfelves too wife to flibmit to, or 
be guided by the Oracles of God's 

A 2 Word, 
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Wordy and fo either turn Infidels, 

and run down all Revelation as Im- 
pofture, or fall into the Extravagance 
of Herefy or Enthufiafm, which are 
no lefs dangerous. 

The many deplorable Inftances we 
have, in the preient loofe Age, of 
Perfons who thus make Shipwreck of 
their Faith, and endeavour to per- 
vert and corrupt the Faith of others, 
make Diflertations of this Nature 
from the Prefs, as well as the Pulpit, 
but too neceflary to be infifted on. 
And that, not only becaufe 'tis of 
all others the moft Spiritual and Sub- 
lime, and therefore not to be ex- 
preflbd in fuch plain and familiar Lan- 
guage, as the more practical Doifhines 
of Chriftianity are; but becaufe 'tis 
the principal Foundation upon which 
all the reft are built, and the previous 
Condition abfolutely required in Scrip- 
ture 
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ture to entitle us to a gracious Ac- 
cess to, and Acceptance with the Di- 
vine Being, either in this World, or 
the next. 

It muft indeed be owned, that the 
vaft Extent of this Subjed, and the 
Immenfe Diftance and Difpropor- 
tion there is between the Infinity 
and Omnifcience of the Divine Na- 
ture, and the finite Scandnefs and 
Ignorance of our own, puts it beyond 
our Power, on this Side Heaven, to 
come to an adequate Conception 
of it. But fince God has been 
pleafed to fiipply that Defed by the 
dear Revelations vouchfafed us of 
himfelf in the Sacred Scriptures, 
which tefiify of him : It muft like- 
wife be owned, that, however Dif- 
ficult and Difcouraging this Know- 
ledge may appear at firft View to 
tlieWeak, and Indolent, and Licen- 
tious 



6ous Part of the Chriftian World, it 
can by no Means be pleaded as an 
Bxcufe for the Negle<5t of their beft 
Endeavours to fearch into, and at- 
tain it. 

'Tis a Condition upon which their 

Eternal Safety and Interejl depend, 

which to Creatures endued with Rea- 

fon (if they would exercife it, as it 

highly behoves them to do) is a Point 

of fuchWeight and Importance, as will 

not fuffer them, without wilful Elind- 

nefs and Incogitency to be fupinely 

carelefs or indifferent in it ; having 

but too much Rcafbn to fear, that 

they will otherwife ftand felf-con- 

demned and inexcufable for that 

Negled. 

Their Contempt and Difregard of 
what God has there revealed, will 
provoke him to give them up to the 
wild, pernicious Conjedures and Ima- 
ginations 
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ginations of tiidr own corrupt 
Hearts; and con(equently to the 
Deludons of that Spitk &/ Darkneft^ 
whofe chief Delight and Ambition 
is to lead them Captive «t his WilU 

The only piaufible Plea they have 
to buoy up themfelves with, is a pre- 
tended Inability in Boint of Under- 
derftanding for fb difficult and fub- 
lime a Tafk; and fome Cafes, no 
Doubt there are, where it may , 
equitably be clamed and admitted 
of, to fiich a Degree at leaft, as 
Reafbn and Conicience appear to be 
on their Side.v For as the natural 
Parts and Capacities of Men are ffery 
Different, as their Opportunities and 
Advantages for attaining to it like- 
wife are ; fo the Meafures and De- 
grees God expefts to receive from 
diem, are Greater, or Lefs, in Pro- 
portion thereto. For the Gofpel 

Rule 
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Rule is, that to whom much is gwen, 
of him Jhall much be required^ Luke 
xii. 48. and that (as St. PW tells us) 
is to he accepted according to what a 
Man hathy and not according to what 
be hath not received. 2 Cor. viii. 1 2. 
But then on the other Hand it is 
to be confidered, that this favourable 
Allowance muft neceflarily be pre- 
fuppofed to be entirely exclufive of 
all wOful and afiefted Ignorance in 
^|his Rcfped; which is confefledly 
lb far from leflening, or palliating, 
that it greatly aggravates and enhances 
tibe Guilt of it. And how few are 
there who have any juft Pretence to 
be excepted out of this Number ? 
How many on the contrary are there, 
who, out of a Sujnne, Carelcls Tem- 
per, negled the Means of Knowr 
ledge here offered them, becauie 
they will not be at the Pains and 

Trou- 
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Trouble to m^e Ufe of them ; or 
(which is yet worfe) have {o far fet 

their Hearts upon the Vanities and 
Vices of this World, as wilfully to 
decline looking at all into the Spiri- 
tual ObjeAs and Obligations of the 
Nexf f 

Brightnefs of Parts with proper 
Acquirements of Learning fuitableto 
them, are doubtlefs of great Ufe 
and Advantage for a higher Attain- 
ment of this Divine Knowledge ; and 
the ftri(5:er Account therefore muft be 
expected from thofe, who are blefled 
with them, to be hereafter called to, if 
they negledl or pervert them. But as 
to the more Vulgar and Ignorant 
Set of Chriftians, the like Stridnefs 
is not required. Their Duties are 
generally known, and common 
to all, and though they lie inter- 

Iperfed in .feyeral Parts of the Holy 

B Bible, 
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Bible, yet as they are all colleded and 
brought into a narrow G^mpafs in 
our Church Catechifin, and other 
practical Trads (of which great Num- 
bers are yearly pubUflied and dif- 
perfed for that Purpofe) there is now 
no Room left for any Complaints of 
that Kind. 

The feveral Rules of Piety, Cha- 
rity, and Righteoufnefs, which are 
efteemed lufficient to make Men 
wife, and entitle them to Salvation 
are every where fo frequently incul- 
cated and enforced, and that in fuch 
plain and familiar Terms and Ex- 
prefllons, as are eafy to be under- 
jftood, and may therefore by Divine 
Grace be reduced to Pradice, as 
they ought to be by all good Chri^ 
ftians, without Exception. And as 
to their Faith in Point of Do(Strine, 
however Weak and Imperfed in it- 

felf, 
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felf, if it be fteady and fincere 
without Difguife, it will in Mercy be 
accepted of, and rewarded as fuch. — 
And though Doubts and Scruples 
may on fbme Occafions happen to 
arife in their Minds; yet, as the 
Priefi^s Lips are to preferve Know- 
ledge^ they need only have Recourfe 
to the Counfel and Inftrudions of 
their Spiritual Paftors, to inform and 
and fet them right in the true Chri- 
ftian Notions they ought to have of 
thofe Matters. 

But to crown all thele Diredions 
with the beft Aflurances of Succels, 
there is another Duty yet more ne- 
ceflary for them to be urged and 
exhorted to ; and that is, that they 
would begin and end all their Endea- 
vours for the Attainment of this 
Knowledge, with hearty and devout 
Prayers to the Throne of God's 

B 2 Grace, 
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Grace, to beg his Divine Affiftancc 
and Concurrence therein, and join 
with the Royal Prophet in that pious 
Ejaculation, Pfal, cxix. 33, 34. 
" Teach me^ Lord^ the Way of 
** thy Statutes^ and I Jball keep it 
** unto the End: GivemeUnderfiand- 
** ing^ and I pall keep thy Ltaw\ 
^^ yea^ I Jball keep it with my whole 
" Heart, 

SECTtON I. 

The firft and fundamental Objec- 
tion which the Atheifts make ufe 
of upon this Head is grounded on 
the Dilbelief of any Divine Revela- 
tion w^hatever, which makes them 
refolutely bent againft all the Argu- 
ments, that can be brought from 

thofe facred Writings to prove it. 

They vv^ill not allow them to be a 
proper Medium for the Demonftra- 

tion 
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tlon of God*8 Exiftence J bpt give it 

the Name of a Circular Probation^ 
which all tlie ancient Philofophers 
in their fyllogiftical Forms of arguing, 
have excepted againft as invalid and 

defe^ve. 

But what is this to the great Point 

now be&re us ? Is there not an In<- 
finite Di^ence and Diftindion to 
be made between Objefts purely Spi- 
ritual and Eternal, and thofe of a 
Mateiial and Temporal Nature ? Muft 
not the former, which is allowed 
to be far above cm G}mprehen{ion, 
be excited from the common 
Rule of Reafbning about Things 
t^t fall vidthin the Reach of our 
Capacities to comprehend? TheCaie 
no Doubt is Extraordinary, and fb 
alfo muft the Way of judging and 
difcouriing of it be; otherwife the 
Heavenly Hoft of Spiriti ^gs 
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and Angels above muft not be thought 
of, or argued about at all, which is 
in Reality the main End our Infidel 
Opponents on this Head feem to 
have in their View. 

But fetting afide this Metaphyfical 
Fallacy, as nothing to the prefentPur- 
pofe, and that I may argue with the 
Peifts upon the Foot of their beloved 
JReafon^ (which they arbitrarily pre- 
fume to make the only Tell and 
Standard of all Truth, Divine as well 
as Human:) The beft and fhorteft 
Way I can think of for that Purpofe 
is, to lay down fome general and 
felf-^vident Pofitions, with regard to 
the Nature, Authority, and Obliga- 
tion of the Holy Scriptures, and draw 
fuch brief Inferences and Arguments 
from them, as will, I hope, be luf- 
ficient with every Impartial Reader, 

to 
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to obviate their Cavils and Objedioiis 

againft them, viz, 

« That God {hould publifli a 
« ftaading Revelation of his Nature 
<< and Will toN^nkind, and point out 
** fiich Doftrines and Precepts to 
^< them, as rational and fiee Agents, 
M for the Rule of their Faith and 

<* Conduct of their Lives. And, 

^< that he (hould enforce it with luch 
" Sandfcio^s as were neceflary to thofe 
<« Ends,"— r-xare Truths fo highly ra- 
tional in themfelves, and fo univer- 
ially bdieved and acknowledged as 
fuch, both by Jews and Chriftians (to 
whom they were fucceflively pro- 
mulged) that they cannot be denied 
or gain&yed without a manifeft Force 
upon Reafon itfelf, 

As will ye tmore fully and diftindly 
appear, from the following Confider" 
ations, to wit, Fir^, from the Uni- 

y 



i6 DISSERTATION ON 

fonnity and near Alliance there is 
between the Old Teftament and the 
New, with Regard to the general 
Scheme and Purport of both; on 
which Account they are juftly com- 
pared to two Indentures that exa£ily 
tally and correspond with each other. 
Secondly y from the noted Har- 
mony and Agreement among the fe-* 
veral inspired Writers, whofe Name* 
they bear, notwithftanding the dif- 
ferent and ^fliant Times and Places 
wherein they were written, which 
takes off all Suspicion of any fraudu- 
lent Combination they can poilibly 
be charged with.--^ — And, Thirdlyy 
from the moral Tcfts and Criteri-a. 
ons required in all fuch Cafes 
to entitle them to our Belief and 
Reception of them, with Refped; 
to the Number and Character, as 
well as the undiiguifed Veracity 

an4 
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and JDifintereftednefs. that plainly 
m^nifpfted it^f in the open Tefti- 
fnony they have given of the feveral 
Fa<Ss therein related. 

By^ all which it is beyond Contra- 
duStion clear, that they were fo far 
from having any felfifh or wordly In- 
tereft in View, that, (as our Saviour 
himfelf often foretold them) they had 
nothing eUe but Hatred, Perfecu- 
tion, and Death itfelf to exped for 
their Faith arid Zeal in the Propaga- 
tion of his Gofpel, (as many of them 
too fatally experienced) by fiiiFering 
Martyrdom on that Account. 

A Teftimony fo very convincing to 
their greateft Enemies, the jewifh 
Rulers themfelves, that they could 
not but own the many Miracles 
Chrifi wrought amongft the People, 
though they invidiouflyafcribed them 
to the Power of the Devil, And there- 

Q by 
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I by juftly incurred the Imputation ot 
that grofs Absurdity he charged them 
with, imphed in that farcaftical 
Queftion which he put to them on 
that Occafion: — If Satan be divided 
againjl Satan, hcrm theii pall his 
Kingdom Jland ? 

SECT. II. 
But to leave the Deifts alfo without 
Excufe, and convince them of the 
Unreafonablenefs of their Exceptions 
'againft thcie Divine Revelations; I 
need only appeal to their own Ex- 
perience, of the natural Weaknefs 
and Depravity of their prefent State, 
to fhew the manifeft Contradi6tion it 
bears to that very Principle they lb 
prefumptuoufly extol, and claim the 
Privilege of, in Vindication of the 
grofs Errors they undertake to defend 
by it. 

For 



\ 



I 



THE HOLY SCRIPTURES. 19 
For this is in Truth, a Matter of 
Faft, which they are fo fenfibly af- 
feded with, that they fcruple not to 
make Ufe of it, as a Plea for their 
Unbelief of, and Difobedience, to the 
Divine Laws; upon a groundlefs 
Suppofition that a Being of fo mer- 
cifiil and gracious a Dilpolition, as 
God is univerfally reprefented to be, 
will not call them to an Account for 
thofe Faults and Trangreflions, which 
in that depraved State of Nature, they 
brought into the World with them, 
it is not in their Power to prevent, or 
avoid. 

An Abfurdity lb notorioully falle 
and unjuftifiable, that it is in Effect 
nothing !efs than charging God with 
themfelves 
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by 



their wilful perlifting in them, are 
the only Occafion of It is on this 



very 



Account likewife, we find them 
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fb forward and indiiftrious to per- 
fuade themfelves and others, " that 
the Evangelical Do<Strines are as mtidi 
too fublime and myfterious for their 
finite Underftandings to comprehend, 
as its Precepts are too ftri<Et for their 
depraved AfFed:ions to be regulated 
and reftrained by." 

It muft no Doubt be acknow- 
ledged, that there are feveral obfcure 
and difficult Paflages in all ancient 
Laws and Inftitutiohs whatfoever, 
which require the utmoft Skill and 
Judgment of the moft Learned Inter- 
preters to explain and unfold. How 
much more then muft we expedl to 
find them in the Holy Scriptures, the 
Subject of which is confellecfly of too 
fublime and tranfcendent a Nature 
for our prefent Capacities to form 
any adequate Idea of? feut as the 
the Divine Authority of thefe /acred 

Writings 
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Writings c^in t»y nb MeSaiis be in- 
innged or diminifhed by the Myfte-^ 
fioufnefs of them ; it mtift be 
equally as aWwd to call in Queftion 
the former for the Sake of the latter; 
as it is to plead an Excnfe for their 
negleding to read and fearch into 
them at all, notwithftanding the 
exprefs Command of Ch'rift himfelf 
requires it : And the facred Charac- 
ter he has imprefled upon them, 6f 
being the Words of eternal Lifey 
the only true Rule of Faith aiid 
Morals, on which all our future Hap- 
pinefs or Mifery muft confequertdy 
depend. 

But, without riegatd to any Cbttfi- 
derations of this Sott, the Infidel ftill 
complains of his Ignorante and Ina- 
bility to attain Salvation by them; 
and it is no Wonder he ifhould, when 
the trtie Catife of this Complaint is 

not 
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any Imperfec- ■ 

Divine Reve- M 

vn wiliiil Per- -fl 
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is not really owing to any Imperfec- 
tion or Defeft in that Divine Reve- 
lation ; but to his own wiliiil Per- 
verfenefs in rejefting the Offer of that 
faving Knowledge and Inftruflion 
of every Kind, that is therein fet 
forth. 
He will not in Trutli be at the 
Trouble to examine into the genuine 
received Senfe and Meaning of them, 
by comparing the particular Texts, 
which feem to differ or interfere with 
each other, and explaining fuch as 
are moft oblcure and diiHcult by pa- 
rallel Places, that are more obvious 
and eafy to be underftood ; which is 
the only true Rule of fuch Interpre- 
tation. Butfofar is he from following 
this Rule, that through an affefled 
Ignorance and Inftability in Point of 
Faith, he induftrioufly perverts it to 
vindicate his Unbelief; and is there- 
fore 
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fore juftly charged by St. Peter, with 
wrejling it to his awn DeJlruEtion. 
2 Pet. iii. 16. — As chufing rather to 
walk m Jlill in Darknefs, thaxy to 
ftand felf-condemned for the open 
Breach of thofe Chriftian Duties, 
which by the daily Afliftance of the 
Divine Grace, he might otherwife be 
enabled to difcharge. 

SECT. III. 

But this is a Choice fo inconfiftent 
with the Principles of Chrift's ReH- 
gion, that it cannot otherwife be ac- 
counted for, but upon the Foot of 
that true and only valid Reafon of 
the Apoftle St. Paul affigns for it, 
That the Natural Man ferceiveth not 
the Things of God, neither can he 
kntjfw them, hecaufe they are only to be 
fpiritually difcerned. i Cor. ii. 14. 
They are not like the ordinary Gifts 
and 
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and Endowments of Human Nature, 
proportioned to the different Abilities 
and Capacities of Mankind in gene- 
ral; but appropriated in a more pe- 
culiar Maimer, to the inward good 
Qualities and Difpofitions of thofe 
pious Chriftians, whofe Principles 
and Inclinations lead them to em- 
brace and make a right Ufe of them, 
as the only Means by which they 
can hope to reap the happy Fruits 
and Effcfls they produce. 

For how improbable, or rather 
impoflible, is it, that a Man, under 
the powerful Influence of his Lulls 
and Paflions, whofe Heart is prc- 
poffeffed with the Love of the World, 
and the prefent Enjoyment of it, 
fliould he ready and willing to re- 
ceive the fpiritual Trutlis of the GoP 
pel Inftitution, which are lb direft- 
ly oppofite to them, without a pre- 
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vious Difpofition of the Mind to pre- 
pare and incline him to it ? The ex- 
ternal Evidences, which were mani- 
fefted to the World, at the firft . 
preaching of it, may probably work , 
fo far upon his Underftanding, as out^] 
of Captioufnefs, or Curiofity to fearch 
into the Truth and Validity of them : 
But they cannot Influence his Will 
and Afi^eSions to embrace the Doc- 
trines, or conform to the Precepts 
therein prefcribed. 

s E c T. rv. 

It is upon this Account we fin(J 
our Saviour Chrift is lb lellicitous 
to warn his Difciples and Fol- 
lowers of the great Lukewarmnefs 
and Indifference he obferved among 
them in that Refpeft ; by declaring 
to them, that thofe, and thofe only 
who did his Will Jhauld kncm of his 
Eh Doc- 
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whether it 



of God, 



26 

trine, 

•whether he ffoie of himfelf. Jo. vii. 
17. And elfewhere, 'that m Man- 
could come unto the father hut by 
Him; That he, who is ofGodheareth 
Cods Words, and that they therefore 
heard them not, becaufe they were not 
of God, — And upon the lame weigh- 
ty Motive it was, that St. Luke in 
the AGs of the Apoftles, illuftrates 
this DoOrine by the Example of Ly- 

7 dia, -whofe Heart, he tells us, God 
opened to attend to his Preaching for 
her Inftruflion in the Chriftian Faith; 
— And that St. Paul himfelf takes 
fo much Pains in his feveral Epiftles 
to inculcate and point out to us the 
preffrng Motives and Encouragements 

.which all true Chriftians have to 
'make their Addreiles to the Throne 
of God, for the Divine Affiftance of 
his Grace to that End. 

Ths 
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The general Drift and Purport of 
all which is as follows, viz. " That 
the Son of God, who lits at the 
Right-Hand of his Father in the 
Higheft Heavens, is himfelf our 
conilant Advocate and Mediator with, 
him, hy pleading the Merits of his 
Crols and Paflion for the gracious 
Pardon and Remiffion of our Sins; 
— And, that we may not relapfe 
into, or be entirely overcome and 
enflaved by them, 'tis the pecuhar 
Office of his Divine Spirit to inftUl 
religious Thoughts and Defires into 
our Hearts, to labour together with 
us, in the great Work of our Salva- 
tion; to comfort and lupport us un- 
der our Infirmities and Affliftions, 
whenlbever they opprefs us, and 
enable us to do all Things thro' Chrijl, 
that Jirengthens us. 

And 
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And what a glorious and engaging 
View does this afford us of the 
Oeconomy of the Gofpel Dii^nia- 
tion, and cx)nfequently of the infi- 
nite Depth of the Power and Wis- 
dom and Goodnefs of God in the 
Work of our Redemption? What 
a furpriziag Happinefi and Comfort 
muil this needs inipire into every 
true Chriftian's Breaft; and what a 
high Degree, on the other Hand, of 
Sorrow and Anguifh, Remorfe and 
Reproach mufl the Self-confcious In- 
£dds feel in theirs, who wilfully 
forfeit and difclaim all the laving 
Privileges and Promifes before-men- 
tioned, and, by an imaginary No- 
tion, that 'tis poffible they may be 
falfe, run at all Adventures in the 
Dark to their own Deftru<9:ion, 

SECT. 
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SECT. V. 

And if this be really and truly the 
State of the Cafe, with what Face , 
can they pretend to oppofe and re-r- 
je6l the Evidences of the feveral Di- 
vine Truths I have here reprcfented 
to them ? Shall the affefted Obfti- I 
nacy and Singularity of a Sed: of 
Free-Thinkers, in Contradidilon to 
all the Apoftolical, as well as the 
mofk learned Writers of all Ages, 
fince the Eitablifhment of Chriftiani- 
ty in the World, be deemed of any 
Weight to be lillened to, or regard- 
ed in Preference to them ? 

If they were able to difprove the 
Divine Authority of thefe lacred 
Writings, or fliew there is any real 
FaKhood in the Narration of the fe- 
veral Miracles, or any noted Defi- 
ciency in fulfilling the moft material 
Pre- 
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Prediaions therein recorded; they 
might in fome Meafure be excufed. 
But, fince they are both of them 
known and acknowledged (as was 
juft now mentioned) by the moft 
Learned, Critical, and unprejudic'd 
Judges in all preceding Ages, and 
are in many Relpefls too, more fo- 
lemnJy and fignally attefted, than 
any other Books and Writings that 
have ever yet appeared amongft us : 
They muft undeniably ftand con- 
demned by all true Chriftians, and 
fall a Sacrifice to their own un- 
pardonable Obftinacy and Impiety 
on that Account. 

The Chief, if not the only Reply 
they have in Earneft to make to all 
this in their own Vindication is, 
" That they can form no Notion or 
" Idea in their Minds of a Spiritual 
" and Eternal Being, or of the Su- 
" per- 
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" pernatural Operations, which are 
«' there afcrib'd to him, and there- 
" fore they cannot be perfuaded to 
" believe them." But what an Ir- ■ 
rational Way of arguing this is, and I 
and how many grofs Abfurdities mufl: I 
pf Courfe follow from it, will re- I 
quire but little Time or Pains to make; I 
them fenfible of, ' ■ 

We are told in Scripture, that na M 
Man hath at any Timefeen God, «• 
cny Similitude of him, nor is it pot 
fible, during the prefent Mortal State 
we are in, that we ihould be ad- 
mitted to it. But is it thence to 
be inferred, that there is no fiich 
Divine Being exiftent in the World? 
— Or, that the over-ruling Power 
B and Difpenfations of his Providence 
I are doubtful and uncertain, becaufe 
■ they cannot difcern the fecret Turn- 
^ jugs and Windings of it in the Courfe 
^b -bi'' 1 of 
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of human Affairs, or clearly account 
for the feeming Inequality of them ? 
— And, that the Truth of thofe 
other important Points of the feve- 
ral Miracles and Prophecies therein 
recorded, fliould likewife be called 
in Queftion, and rejected for no o- 
ther apparent Reafon, but becauft 
they could not themfelves be Eye- 
Witneffes of the former, or the aflual 
Accompliihment and fulfilling of the 
latter ? 

Theie ai'e all of them luch Cap- 
tious, Trifling, and Unjuftifiable 
Exceptions, that they may truly be 
iaid to anfwer and confute them- 
felves ; and cannot therefore be fup- 
pofed to pafs among Chriftians as 
any real Excufe, for the manifeft 
Abfurdity of their Dilbehef of them. 
— Let them but diligently iearch into 
the Holy Scriptures (as it is their 
bound- 
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boundeii Duty and higheft Intereft to 
do) and allow them the fame Credit, 
which they fcruple not to give to all 
the Authentick Profane Hiftories of 
thole Times ; and they cannot chufe, 
without the utmoft Prejudice ima- 
ginable, but be convinced of the 
dangerous Errors they have unhap- 
pily fallen into ; and by Degrees be 
perlliaded (as fome of them I hope 
will) to embrace again the Chriftian * 
Faith, by which alone they can be , 
Jav'd. 



SECT. VI. 
The only remaining Obftacle that 
can in Truth be well fuppofed to 
ftand in the Way of the greateftj 
Part of them, which will not fuffer ■] 
them to liften to any Perfuafions of 

Lthis Sort, — is that utter Averfion they 
E feem 
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feem to have to the Purity and Sanc- 
tity of the Golpel Difpen&tion, to 
which their Libertine Principles and 
Practices are a dired Contradi«^on. 
*Tis to get rid of this, and the Self- 
confcious Reproach that attends the 
Tranfgreffion of it, which makes 
them refolutely bent to bdnifli all 
Thoughts of God and another World 
out of their Minds, and to frame a 
Law peculiar to themfelves, that they 
may live as they liftj without the 
uneafy Apprehenfions of being call'd. 
to a future Account for it. 

By which during Way of adang, 
having thrown off the Difguife of 
Deijisy they become downright A- 
theifis in Theory, as well as in Prac- 
tice; and, inftead of employing as 
th^ ought, that noble Faculty of 
Kealbn God has given them for his 

Glo- 
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Glory, are fo audacious as to pervert it 
to the contrary Purpofe of profaning 
his Name, and inventing Groundlefs 
Fallacious Arguments to diveft him of 

his very Being. And 'what 

can be the Confequence of fuch a 
monftrous Degree of Impiety, if ftill 
perfifted in, but a certain fearful 
Jjooking for of yudgmenty and fiery 
Indignationy when Chrifi comes in the 
Clouds with Power and great Glory y 
to pafs his Final Sentence upon them, 
in Proportion to the Heinoufnels of 

it? 

To prevent, if poflible, the Fatal 

Doom, hanging over their Heads, 
let me ardently entreat as many of 
them as are yet fufceptible of thefe 
weighty and well-meant Reflections, 
or have any Degree of Tendency to- 
wards a Converfion; to be fore- 

E 2 wam'd 
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warn'd of the terrible Judgments thsat 
await them in another Life ; to re- 
pent betimes of their many outragious 
Provocations againft the moft High ; 
and return for Refuge, to the fiicred 
Fold of that Church they have fo 
unworthily deferted, whilji the Day 
of Salvation lajis ; left the Night of 
Death comes unawares upon them, 
when it will no longer be in their 
Power to work it out. 

% 

Having thus finifhed the feveral 
Particulars of what I had to offer in 
the foregoing Differtation, I now 
proceed to the more immediate Con- 
iideration of the general Subjed: I 
propofe to treat of in the following 
Method, vi^, to fet before you, 

It The 
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1. The Certainty of God's Ex- 
iftence. 

2. The Spiritual Nature and Unity 
of his Eflence. 

3. The Divine Attributes andPer- 
fedions inherent in it, and 

4. The pra<9:ical Inferences, Re- 
marks, and Exhortations, that 
naturally arife from each other. 




THE 




Certainty and Neceffity 



GOD'S EXISTENCE. 

JHAT there is a God, is a 
Principle fo agreeabfe to, 
and, by a fecret Sort of In- 
ftinft, fo interwoven in our very- 
Nature, that it mayjuftly be quef- 
tioncd whether 'tis poffible there 
fliould be fuch a Moniter in Man- 
kind, as a downright Atheift in 
Theory and Speculation. For, as 
Cicero tells us. Lib. I. de Legibus. 
Nulla 
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Nulla Gens eft tarn immanfueta nequa 
tarn /era, quae nm, etiatnfi ignores 
qualem habere Deum deceat, tamen 
habendum fciat ; i. e. There is no 
Nation under Heaven fo wild and 
barbarous, as not to acknowledge tlie 
Being of a God, tho' they may be 
miftaken in their Apprehenfions of 
His Nature ; and confequently in the 
Manner of paying Worlhip and Ado- 
ration to Him. 

We have, indeed, fame few In- 
ftances of the Heathen Philofophers 
in the darker Ages of the World, that 
are branded with the Name oiAtheiJis 
for pretending to raife Arguments 
and Objeflions againft this Truth.' 
But as it is more than probable, that 
l3iis proceeded rather from a wanton, 
vain Humour of ScepticiCn and Sin- 
gularity, than from any real Convic- 
tion of their own Minds ; fo it reached 
no 
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no farther than a verbal Conteft, or 
Argumentation, to (hew their Skill 
and Dexterity in maintaining a Con- 
tradi<ftion againft the reft of Man- 
kind. 

But fuppofing (what is hardly to 
be imagined) that they had by De- 
grees brought their Minds to be re- 
conciled to it J yet it is no more to be 
admitted as a juft Exception againft 
the general Belief of God's Exiftence, 
than the unaccountable Barbarity of 
fome Men's deltroying their own Bo- 
dies, is an Argument againft the. 
Principle of Self-prefervation, and 
the Natural Defire of Life: Efpe- 
. dally confidering the illiterate Ages 
' of Heathenifin they lived in, and 
their utter Ignorance of thofe Divine 
Revelations which God has gra- 
cioufly ftnce vouchlafed us the Know- 
ledge and Influence of. 

There 
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There are, it muft be owned, a 
Set of Men in the World, (I would 
to God there were fewer of them) 
who, under the Light of Chrifis 
Gofpel, and the Influences of His 
Grace, are fo far devoted to the be- 
witching Interefts, and Honours, and 
fenfual Indulgencies of this World, 
that, as the Royal Plalmift aflerts, 
they care not for Gody neither is God 
in all their Thoughts. And in this 
Senfe every pro^e and prefumptuous 
Sinner may be iaid to deny a God 5 
becaufe he fpeaks, ads, and lives,^ 
as if there were none ; and there- 
fore endeavours all he can to perfuade 
himfelf to itj a Faft which our 
daily Experience aiFords us, alas! 
but too many flagrant Teftimonies 
of. 

Thus for Inftance, how common 
(s it, to hear a Libertine in the 

F Midft 
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Midft of his Jollity and Extravagance, 
when his Imagination is heated, and 
his Blood runs high, to profefs him- 
felf fo audacioufly profane zndifool- 
ijhy as to fay in his Heart, there is 
no God\ and openly to boaft too, 
that he has caft off the Yoke 
and Bondage of Religion, and that 
without any Regard to a fupream 
Almighty Power, he is his own ab- 
folute Mafter, without Reftraint or 
ControuL He'll tell you, that E.e- 
ligion is but a Machine of State, a 
mere political Inftitution to regulate 
the Diforders of Civil Societies, and 
keep the World in Awe, and that he 
regards no Laws farther than they 
are lliblervient to that End. 

But this is all nothing but Rant, 
and Bravado, the Effed: of Humour 
and Gaiety, not the Reflilt of his 
Reafon and Confcience, which flies 

in 
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in his Face at the fame Time that 
he vents it; and if he would give 
you his private Sentiments, in a more 
fober and ferious Mood, when his 
Paflions are cool, and his Thoughts 
fedate, it may juftly be prefumed he 
will own it to be fo. Mentitur enim 
(fays Seneca) qui dicit fe nonf entire 
ejfe Deumy nam etji tibi affirmet in- 
terdiuy noSle tamen^ &^ jibi dubitat. 
He lies that fays he believes there 
is no God ; for tho' he may have 
^^ the Confidence to profefs this in 
" the Day-Time among his Compa- 
^^ nions, yet in the Night, when he 
"is by himfelf, he is greatly per- 
" plexed in his Thoughts about it." 
In fhort, this is a Principle fo ri- 
veted in Human Nature, that tho' 
it may perhaps be fwifled and fup- 
preffed for fomc Time ; yet it can 
never be wholly extinguifhed and 

F 2 removed 



cc 
cc 



44 THE CERTAINTY OF 
removed. For we can neither think 
deliberately of our own Original, nor 
confider the Formation of other 
created Beings, without being for- 
cibly led on by a natural Chain of 
Thoughts to acknowledge and be- 
lieve a God as the primary Caufe of 
all. 

So that we muft either teafe to be 
what we really are, or put an abfo- 
lute Force upon the Faculties of our 
Mind to pafs a different Judgment 

upon it. And this plainly appears 

to be the Cafe of every licentious 
Chriftian, who by the violent Bent 
and Bias of his corrupt Affedions, 
does in Effedl, attrad: and leduce the 
Will to conlent to (uch vicious Ac- 
tions as his Underftanding and Con- 
fcience cannot but reproach and con- 
demn him for. 

But 



GOD'S EXISTENCE. 45 

But fo far is this from working 
upon his Mind to difcard, or get rid 
of this innate Principle; that he finds 
by Experience, 'tis not in his Power 
to do fo, Without having Recourfe 
to fome oiitward Ways and Means to 

accomplifh that End. In, order 

to which he finds it neccflary, not 
only to affociate with a Set of Liber- 
tines like himfelf, to bear up his Spi- 
rits, and confirm him in the Infidel 
Notions he has before imbib'd ; but 
to launch out with them into the fame 
Excefles of Riot, Luxury and Intem- 
perance they are notorioufly addided 

to. And what contributes not a 

little to the farther fpreading of thefe 
Licentious Courfes, is, the fetting up 
ilated Meetings for publick Sports 
and Diverfions of different Kinds; 
which by the modifh Tafle and Dif- 
pofition of the prefent Age, are but too 

eagerly 
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eagerly and generally encouraged and 
promoted amongft us, widiout con- 
£.dering the many mifchievous Ef- 
feds, which are by woeftil Experi- 
ence, found to take thdr Rife from 
them. 

But all thefe are (till to as little 
Purpofe as the former. They are at 
beft but tranfient and delufive En- 
joyments, that lafl no longer than 
the Health and Gaiety and Prolperity 
of theTraiilgreflbrs will allow ; which 
are fore to leave foch a pungent Sting 
of Remorfe behind them, as is never 
effedhially to be eradicated or re- 
moved without the foicereft Ads of 
a contrite Repentance and fteady Re- 
folution to reform them, by retiu-n- 
ing to thofe falutary Paths of Faith 
and Righteoufriefs, which alone can 
lead them to the Gate of Eternal 
Life. 

SECT. 
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SECT. I. 

On all thefe Accounts therefore, 
as the Belief of a God is the funda- 
mental Principle of all Religion, that 
ought rather to be taken for granted, 
than proved in a ChrifBan State and 
Country (as I truft ours will always 
continue and approve itfelf to be) it 
will be fufficient to fay thus much 

in general ^upon the whole, viz, 

" That if the natural Notions we 
have of a God, imprefled on the 
Mind of Man at his Creation, and 
thofe confirmed to us by the.iuccefllve 
Chain of Caufes and Effeds and the 
common Confent of Mankind there- 
in, from the Beginning of aU Things : 

^-If the fhipendous Frame and 

Beauty of the vifible World, reple- 
nifhed as it is with fuch a wonder- 
ful Variety of Creatures, all difHn- 

guiflied 
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guifhed from each other, in the Con- 
texture of their Parts and Qualities, 
and all preferved and governed in 
fiich an excellent Order and Harmony 
as we fee they are. Or if, befides 
what our own Experience Iks taught 
us, any Credit is to be given to the- 
Hiftory of all Ages, attefting the fe- 
veral fignal Ads of Providence, Mi- 
racles, and Prophecies, that have 
been manifefted throughout the 
World : If all, I fiiy, or any of 
thefe Things bear the Force of a De- 
monftration to convince Men of this 
divine Truth, (as 'tis next to impof- 
fible but they fhould) it will, and muft 
follow, that the Exiftence of a Su- 
preme, Eternal Being, from whom 
are all 'Hhings^ and by whom all 
Things conji/ly muft be a Reality be- 
yond Difpute ; and that 'tis therefore 
the greateft Abiurdity, as well as Im- 
piety, 



I 
I 



I 
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piety, imaginable, to prefume to 
queftion, or contradiS it. 

Efpecially, if it is confidered far- 
ther, that without the Suppofal and 
Bchef of this fundamental Principle, 
there would be no fuchThing, as Vir- 
tue, and Religion, or Civil Society and 
GoTernment to be found amongfl: us. 
Every Man would then be his own Ma- 
iler, and Lawgiver, without owning 
any Right in his Superiors to command, 
or any Obligation on his own Part to 
obey ; the moft Loofe and Profligate 
would be the beft efteemed, and the 
Strongefl and moft Powerful the 
only Princes and Potentates upon 
Earth. 

This indeed is a Notion which an 
Atheiftical Writer of the laft Age was 
pleafed to give us of the State of Hu- 
man Nature; but fo fer is it from 
deferving that Name, that it divefts 

G Ni'i 
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us of the very Nature, which the 
Great Author of our Being thought 
fit to inveft us with; and under a 
Pretence of freeing us from all the 
Reftraints of Law and Duty, mufl 
involve Mankind in DiftradHon and 
Confufion, and make us more 
wretched than the Beajis that peri/b^ 
For what elfe but this can poilibly 
be expeded from thofe Libertine 
Principles he has fo boldly advanced, 
and induftrioufly endeavoured in the 
moft glaring Light to propagate in 
the World? 

If, by that Free Liberty of Think- 
ing and Ading he pleads for, nothing 
more was meant than a due Claim 
to the Exercile of it in all Things 
relating to our Civil and ReHgious 
Rights, as eftabHflied among us ; it 
would not only be allowable, but 
highly jufl: and reafonable in itfelf: 

But, 
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But, as the main Drift of his Argu- 
ments is to fet Men free from all thole 
Bounds and Limits, which the Laws 
of God and Man have exprefsly en- 
joined, as neceflary for the Preferva- 
tion of thofe Rights ; it is a Liberty 
fo unwarrantable as well as dange- 
rous and abliird, that it ought to be 
detefted and guarded againft by every 
true Member both of Church and 
State, as tending dired:ly to down- 
right Anarchy and Rebellion on the 
one Hand, and to the utter Subver- 

fion of all Religion on the othero 

From this brief and general View of 
thefe Particulars, duly refleded on, as 
we cannot but own the Neceflity of 
a firm Belief in- God for the Founda- 
tion of all Truth and Virtue, as well 
as Society and Government in the 
World ; fo we cannot but agree 
with the Apoftle, that whoever de- 



^ 
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fires or expefls to be happy in this 
World or the next, muft believe that 
God is, and that he is a Rewarder 
of them that dihgently feek Him. 

But the great Misfortune is, that 
in the Midft of fo many different 
Principles andPerfijafions inRehgion, 
and thofe increafed and fomented 
by the perpetual Contentions and 
Difputes raifed about theni; we have 
but too much Caufe to fear, it will 
by Degrees end in the Subverfion of 

Chriftianity itfelf ; viz. '* That 

whilft the Zealots of the leveral 
SeSs and Parties are thus wranghng, 
perplexing and confounding each 
other, the greater Part of them, being 
at a Lofs to diftinguifh Truth frorn 
Fallehood, or in any Meafurc deter- 
mine, which are in the Right, and 
which in the Wrong, they are na- 
turally led, by the prevalent Bias of 
their 



^ 
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their Lufts and Vices, to be of no 
Religion at all. 

All this the profefled Infidels (who 
never fail to lay hold of fuch promi- 
fing Advantages on their Side) are too 
invidioufly Quick-fighted to overlook, 
or negleft : Their Heads are always 
at work to carry on their finifter De- 
figns, by inftilling their pernicious 
Principles into the wavering Chri- 
ftian's Head, and letting before him 
the ftrongeft and moft plaufible Ar- 
guments, their profane Wit and Rhe- 
torick can invent, in Favour of their 

own Opinions : And at the fame 

Time to put fuch loofe and Atheifti- 
cal Trafts of feveral Sorts into his 
Hands, as they judge moft effeftual 
to engage and confirm him therein. 
And what other Effeft canbeexpefted 
to enfue from this infidious Way of 
Ading, but that Numbers of Con- 
verts 
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verts mull in all Likelihood be dailv 
brought into the Infidel's Foldi, and 
be made for ever unhappy with them? 

And that this is true in Fad, we 
have the Teltimony of feveral Good 
Chriftians among us, who cannot 
but own with Grief, that, tho' they 
have the greateft iVbhorrence of every 
thing they hear^ or read ^1 that 
jCind ; yet it is but too apt on fbme 
Dccafions to make fuch deep Im^r 
preffions upon their Minds, and come 
ib often into their Thoughts, as to 
create an irkfome Uneafinels in them, 
which is not without fome Difficulty 
to be diverted or remqved ; and there 
are, comparatively fjjeaking, but few, 
'tis to be feared, fo perfedly confirm- 
ed and eftabliftied in the Faith, as 
to be entirely free from it. 

But, as this is a manifeft Proof, 
that there are ftill fome latent Seeds 

of 
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of Infidelity lodg'd by Nature in all 
thePoftery oi Adam fince the Fall; 
fb 'tis neceflarily incumbent on us, 
who have theHappinefs to be redeem- 
ed from it, by the Merits of Chrift's 
Death, and the preaching of his Gof- 
pel, to put on (as the Apoftle St. Paul 
exhorts) the whole Armour of Faith 
andRjghteoufnefs, that we may he able 
to Jland againjl the Wiles of the DeviL 
Ephef. vi. II. and guard againft 
thofe barefac'd Attacks of Infidelity 
and Irreligion, that are fb induftri- 
oufly fet up in Oppofition to it. 




THE 




THE 

SPIRITUAL NATURE 

AND 

UNITY of his ESSENCE. 

JAVING thus far endea- 
voured to give the Reader 
a general View of the fun- 
damental Point of God's Exiftence, 
I come now to the Confideration of 
the Spiritual Nature and Unity of 
his EJfence. 

In order to this, it is previoufly 
to be obferved, that though it is 
impolTible for us to raife our Minds 
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to iuch a Pitch of Spirituality, as 
fully to comprehend what is Infinite 
and Invifible: Yet it behoves us to 
endeavour, as far as our finite Rea- 
Ibn vi^ill enable us, to abftradl and 
feparate from the Divine Being, 
whatever is in any Kind Evil or De- 
fedive, and, confequently, to alcribe 
to him the utmoft Degrees of Good- 
ftefs, Perfedionj and Excellence, 
which either Reafon or Revelation, 
ives us an Idea oft 
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Now as to the Nature of God, 
which is here firft to be confidered, 
the Scripture is exprefs, that He is 
a Spirit, Jo. iv* 24, that is, accord- 
ing to the beft Defcription that can 
be given of it. He is a Powerful In- 
telligent Being, without any material 
Figure or Parts 5 not vifible to our 



53 THE NATURE AND 

mortal Eyes, and therefore not to be 
reprefented by any Kind of fenfible 
Image ; nor fufceptible of the Qua- 
lities and Affedions of Matter, and 
therefore not capable of being bound- 
ed, divided, or circumfcbribed. Nor 
is it, indeed, confident with Reafon 
that He fiiould ; for thefe being all 
Imperfedions, which we experience 
in our ourfelves, as Creatures, and 
confequently incompatible with the 
Nature of an Infinite and Ahnighty 
Creator, cannot, without the great- 
eft Ablurdity and Contradi<9ion, be 
attributed to Him. 

• 'Tistrue, God has fometimes ma- 
nifefted His Glory by vifible Appear- 
ances in the firft Ages of the World ; 
luch as were moft proper to raife 
fuch a great and aftonifliing Idea of 
His Nature in the Minds of Men, as 
might be eifedhial to reclaim them 

from 
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from their Idolatry, and awe them 
into an Obfervation of His Laws and 
Inftitutions. Thus He appeared to 
Mofes in Mount Sinai^ at the Deli- 
very of the Law in Thunder and 
Lightning, and to the Ifraelites of 
old, on their Paflage thro' the Wil- 
demefs in the Pillar of a Cloud by 
Dayy and the Pillar of Fire by 
Night, But thefe being only Signs 
and Symbols of his Prefence, and no 
real Indication of His Perfbnal Na- 
ture (which Mofes himfelf exprefsly 
fays, they faiio no Similitude of) He 
ftridly cautions the People that they 
fhould not corrupt themfelves, by 
making a graven Image ^ the Likenejs 
of any Figure to worfhip it. Exo- 
dus XX. 4. 

Nor does it at all invalidate th 
of this Argument, that we r 

H2 



6o THE NATURE AND 

frequently defcribed in Scripture, 
with Face aqd Hands ^ and fiich other 
Parts of a Body, as are conformable 
to his Creatures. For as the glori-:. 
ous Afts and Efifpenfations of His 
Providence are not otherwife to be 
reprefented to us, then by fuch fen- 
fible Images, as we are capable of 
receiving \ fo it feefmd good to the 
Holy Ghoji^ in Condefcenfion to our 
weak and finite Underftandings, to 
make Ufe of fuch Terms and Phrafes 
of Speech in the Delivery of His 
Word, as are moft agreeable to our 
patural Ideas, and Conceptions of 
Things that fall under our Cognir 
zance. 

Thus God's being pleafed and de- 

. lighted with the Righteoufnefs of his 

People, is reprefented by the Figure 

pf His Face paining upon them ; His 

Power of difpenfing Rewards and 

Punifh:: 
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Puniftments, by theopemng his Hand, 
and Jiretching out His Arm, to do 
this, or that ; as likewife the exten- 
five Perfeftion of His Wifdom and 
Tuftice, by looking down with his Eyes 
Mfon the Children of Men, beholding 
the Evil and the Good, and weighing 
the AEiions of each in a Ballance. 
But to conclude from thefe, and 
fuch hke Expreffions, that He has 
aflually fuch Parts and Members as 
are there figuratively reprefented, is 
not only an Abfurdity in itfelf, but 
is plainly contradictory to what He 
has been pleafed to reveal to us in 
His Divine Word, where he frequent- 
ly puts thefe Queftions to the Makers 
of Images, by His Prophets: To 
whom, fays he, will ye liken Me^ 
Or, JVhat Likenefs will ye compare 
Me to? Which evidently point 
put to us, that as there is no created 
Being 
U : ■■ 
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Being can bear any adequate Refem- 
blance to the Creator; fo 'tis the 
greateft Affront and Difhonour to 
his Divine Being to frame to our- 
felves any Image or Figure, to re- 
prefent Him ; much more to pay 
Homage and Adoration to it. 

This is what has been generally 
own'd by the Wifeft and moft Learn- 
ed of the Heathen Philofophers, 
particularly Plato, who gives him 
the Tide of Nsj aVaJfcalof , Mens In- 
corporalis. And the great Orator 
lully, more explicidy reprefents him 
to be Mens Divina, Pura, &' Sim- 
plex, Soluta SP Libera, fegregata ab 

emni Concretime Mortali, " A 

" Pure, Simple Mind, Free and In- 
" dependent, without the leaft Mix- 
" ture of any Thing that is Material, 
" or Mortal," 

And 
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And as God is by Nature a Jpiri- 
tiial Being, fo is He likewife endued 
with infinite Perfeftions of diiTerent 
Kinds, But before I proceed to treat 
of thefe (which come more properly 
under the Denomination of His Di- 
vine Attributes) the next Point that 
falls under my Confideration in the 
Method propofed, is 

SECT. II. 



'Tl:>e Unity of his Nature -^ 
A peculiar Property, fo eflentially 
vefted in him, that it appears to be 
no lefs agreeable to the Diftates of 
human Reafon, than it is to the Au- 
thority of Divine Revelation. For as 
God is the Firft Caufe, the only Su- 
preme Author and Governor of the 
World, from whom all Things in 
Nature firft derived their Being, and 
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upon whom they muft depend fot 
the Continuance of it ; {o to fuppofe 
more Beings than One, infinitely Su- 
preme and Eternal, is a downright 
Contradidlion, that is not to be re- 
conciled by the niceft Diflin(9:ion8 
that Philofbphy can furnifh us with. . 
And, indeed, if we argue from 
our own Experience of the Confe-* 
quences arifing from it; if we do 
but obfervc the Order and Harmony 
of the Creation and fee how all Things 
continue in the lame Courfe of A6t- 
ing they were at firft put into, and 
how they all feverally confpire to 
one and the fame End, we muft as 
reafonably infer the Unity of a Su- 
preme Being, who governs them, as 
we do from the lafting Peace and 
TranquiHty of a Kingdom, compofed, 
as it is, of diiferent Parties, Hu- 
mours, and Perfuafions (which each 

of 
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b( them expe<9: and contend to be 
gratified in) that there is One Sove- 
reign Prince and Lawgiver^ that re- 
gulates and reftrains them within 
their proper Bounds ;• or, from the 
orderly March and Engagement of 
an Army, that 'tis managed by the 
0>ndu<3: of one fupreme Com- 
mander. 

This the very Heathens were fo 
fenfibly convinced of, that tho' they 
were notorioufly addided to Poly- 
theifm and Idolatry, and allowed of 
fubordinate Deities, which they fe- 
verally worfhipped under different 
Figures and Reprefentations ; yet the 
wifeft and moft knowing of then!, (as 
app^rs by the Writings of ibme of 
their moft eminent Philofbphers, as 
well as Poets) aflerted on/y one Su- 
preme Maker and Governor of the 
World, to whom their Adorat^"" 

I 
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was primarily due. Thus Plato 

afcribes the making of the Worid to 
One'y and Arifiotle^ as oft as he has 
Occafionto fpeak of God, does for 
the moft Part make ufe of the iingu- 
lar Number; and in Hke Manner 
their Poets, we find, flippofing but 
one Bdng Supreme, frequently ftile 
Him — The Father of Gods and Men 
— ^T4«rof , |W£y/rof > xfiXTi^oc — The 
Highefl, the Greateft, and mofl Ex- 
cellent of all. 

But not to iniifl on thefe common 
Arguments, that are drawn from the 
Reafbn and TefHmony of Men, the 
Unity of the divine Nature is Co fre- 
quently and exprcfsly aflerted in Scrip- 
ture, that it feems to be the chief 
Defign of Mo/es and the Prophets, 
as well as of Chrift and his ApofUes, 
to fettle and eftablifli it beyond G>n- 
tradidiion. Thou jhalt have no other 

Gods 
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Gods but me^ is the firft of thofe ten 
Commandments, which the Almighty 
was pleafed to deliver to Mofes upon 
the Mount ; and we find it often rcr 
peated throughout the Writings of 
the OldTefiament-i and prefled Home 
upon the People in the moft pathetic 
Exhortations, Hear, Ifrael, the . 
Lord our God is one Lordy bejides 
Him there is none others therefore 
thou Jhalt worjhip the Lord thy God^ 
and Him only jhalt thouferve. Deut. 
vi. 4. And for this Reafbn, as the 
CreaticMi of all Things is frequently 
m the Pentateuch afcribed to the One 
God; fo the Prophets, in their Ex- 
hortations to the fpiritual Worfliip of 
Him, fp^k of their going after other 
Gods, as the highejl and moft unpar- 
dcHiahle Ad: of Idolatry. 

And the New tejiament runs on in 
Ikhe fame Strain. Our Saviour him- 

•I 2 fdf 
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felf flyles Him the only true Gody 
To. xvii. 3. And in another Place, 
upon his being tempted by the De- 
vil in the Wildernefs, to fall down tQ 
him, He quotes the Text above ci- 
ted, tp repel the Temptation. And fb 
St. Paul^ the Apoftle of the Gentilesy 
. the more effedhially to reclaim the 
Corinthians from their Attachment 
to Idolatry, affures them, that tho' 
they had formed to themfelves fe- 
veral other Gods, both in Heaven 
and in Earth (as there were Gods 
many, and Lords many^ yet to usy 
lays he, there is hut one God^ of whom 
are all Things^ and we in Him. 
I Cbr. viii. 6. And again, arguing 
elfewhere for the Unity of our Faith 
in Him, he lays down this as the 
Principle and Foundation of it— — -r 
that there is hut one God and Father- 

of 
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o/" all^ who is above all, and thro ally 
and in us all, Eph. iv. 5, 6. 

SECT, III, 

But now, if this be the Cafe, if 
there be but one firigle, fupreme and 
undivided Godhead, as thefe Texts do 
plainly and pofitively aflert, how can 
the Divine Nature be {aid to belong to 
Three DiftinA Perfons^ or in what 
Senfe are we to believe a Trinity in 
Unity ? This is that great Queftion, 
which has been fb unhappily contro- 
verted in the Church of Chrift, ever 
fince the Time that the Apoftate 
Arius firft appeared in the World ; 
and happy would it be for us, if the 
prefent Age were not as deeply tinc- 
tured with this pernicious Principle, as 
others that have gone before us. 

That I may contribute, therefore, 
fome Moments to the Solution of 

this 
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this Qucftion, and endeavour to fet 
Men right in their Notions of thi» 
Matter, it will be neceflary to ob- 
ferve ; That as the feveral Texts be- 
fore cited, for the Unity of the Di- 
vine Nature, are to be taken only in 
a relative Senie, as they fland op- 
posed to the Idolatry of the Heathen 
Nations, and to the Multiplicity of 
falfe Deities that were fet up among 
them; (o they neither can, nor 
ought by any Means to be urged 
againft the Trinity erf" Perlbns in the 
true Deity we worfhipr Nor do 
the Words of that noted Text, Jo. 
Xvii. 3. 77)js is Life eternal^ to know 
'Thee- the only true Gody and Jefus 
Cbrifi 'whom 'Thou hafi fent^ (though 
they feem to be put in the Way of 
Contradiftin<5Hon to the only true 
Gody and may probably be fo meant 
with Regard to Ghrift's Humanity) 

yet 
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yet as he is equally the Author and 
Giver of Eternal Life, die Know- 
ledge of Hiifiy as well as of God the 
Father, is made equally neceflary to 
the Attainment of it. 

It is therefore, plain and evident, 
beyond Di/pute, that there are three 
divine Perfons frequently fpoken of 
in the New Tefiament^ by the Names 
q£ Father f Sm^ and Holy Gbojly in 
which every ChrifHan that is admitted 
into ChriA's Church is required to 
be baptized, and to each of which 
the higheft Titles and Attributes of 
God are diitindly aicribed. And 
'tis likewife no leis plain, that in 
ibme of diofe very Texts where thefc 
three Perfons arc mentioned, we 
find the Unity of the Godhead is ei- 
ther implicitiy or e^qirefsly aflerted ; 
as appears more particularly in that 
noted PJace of St. yohn% firft Epiftle, 

V. 7. 
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V. 7. Tliere are three that bear Re^ 
cord in Heaven^ the Father^ the 
Word^ and the Holy Ghofty arid thefe 
three are one, Which Text, (how- 
ever induftrioufly left out by the A^ 
riansy in the corrupt G)pies that 
were written of the Gofpel, during 
the Time in which that Herefy pre- 
vailed, is manifeftly quoted by Ter^ 
tullian^ St. Cyprian^ and others of 
the ancient Fathers, who wrote be- 
fore that Time, and muft undoubt- 
edly, therefore, be Genuine and Au- 
thentick ; as may be feen by any 
competent and impartial Enquirer, 
that will take the Pains to fatisfy 
himfelf in that particular. 

To enter into the Niceties of this 
myfterious Controverfy (which has 
employed the Pens of fo many learn- 
ed Writers in the feveral Ages of the 
Qhurch, from the firft Broaching of 

it 
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it to this Time, would cany me too 
far beyond the Bounds I propofed, 
and be as little fatisfadory to the 
Reader, as it is to mylelf. It would 
(till be as incompreheniible, as it 
ever was, and muft be to our iinite 

Underflanding, without fome farther 
Difcovery of Ipiritual Light, than 
God has been pleafed to impart to 
as in His divine Word. 

As all the Explication there- 
fore, that can be given of it, muft 
he founded in, and reft upon thofe 
Pailages of Scripture, which imme- 
diately relate to it ; fo that we may 
not miftake, or deceive ourfelves 
therein, it will be highly neceflary 
to infert this Caution, by Way of 
Prevention, viz. " that there are two 
Extremes to be avoided by all true 
Chriftians in the Conftrudion they 
put upon them." 

K And 
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And thefe are, /r/?, That wc 
do not, with the Unitarians^ make 
the Diftindtion between the three 
Perfons purely notional, as if there 
was really but One Perfon in tbe 
Godhead, which, according to the 
various EiTeds and Operations that 
flow from Him, was fbmetimes 
called Father^ fbmetimes Son.^ and 

fometimes Holy Ghofl : Nor arc 

we, fecondly^ with the Tritheiflsy 
from a wrong Idea of Perfonality, 
to frame to ourfelves Three Eter- 
nal Minds, or Spiritual Subflances, 
eflentially diftind from, and infe- 
rior to one another ; of which 
they fuppofe the Father to be Su- 
preme, and only Self-originated, and 
the other two to be derived from, 
and of a lower Degree to him. 

For as thefe are Heretical and 
dangerous Opinions, inconfiftent with 

the 
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the Ancient Do£hine of the Pri- 
mitive Church, which we fblemn- 
\y profefs to maintain in our own ; 
fb it highly concerns us to rejed: 
and avoid them as fuch.-^-— The 
Sum and Subftance of which Doc- 
trine is as. follows ; viz. " That 
« though the divine Perfons in the 
<* ever-blefled Trinity are one arid 
« the &iie in Subftance, or Ef- 
<* fence, yet they are diftind as 
«' to the Modes or Manner of 
<« their Subfifting ; the Father being 
" fiiid to be made of none^ the Son 
" to be begotten of the Father .^ and 
** the Holy Ghoft to proceed fronj 
« both. And that in this Trinity -^ 
« with Regard to the Nature and 
*«. Eflence of the Godhead, (as it is 
<* appofitely exprefled in the Atho" 
*' nafian Creed] none is before ^ or 
«* after other, none is greater at 

K 2 k^i 
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" lefs than another ; but having all 
" the fame inconiuiunicable At- 
" tributes equally afcribed to them, 
*' are all Co-eternal and Co-equal. 

This, it muft be owned, is a 
very tranfcendent Myitery, which 
feems in our prefent State to ftag- 
ger and aftonifh us ; as every 
Thing that is beyond our Reach 
to comprehend is apt to do, even 
in the natural Operations of Caufes 
and Effefts. But fince 'tis fo fully 
and pofitively revealed by God 
himfelf, and we know 'tis impof- 
fible for God to deceive usj fince 
there is Nothing in it that is con- 
tiadiftory to our rational Faculties, 
tho never jo much above them', and 
'tis the fafeft Hkewife for us to adhere 
to that Form of found Words firjl de- 
livered to the Saints; we are certainly 
obliged in Reafon to beheve it, tho' 
our 
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our Reafon cannot frame fuch a clear 
Idea of it, as it does of other Divine 
Truths that are. lefs fliblime. 

Agreeably to this Opinion, we find: 
the very learned and pious Bifhopt 
Beviridge, in his Private Thoughts 
upon this Article, p. 5:^, exprefly 
^declares, <* That tho' this is a Myf- 
«« tcry which he could not poflihljr 
« conceive, yet 'tis a Truth he could 
«( eaiily believe, because it was fb 
•' high as to be above his G)mpre- 
<< heniion; ^r it is impoflible, (ays 
<* he, that any Thing Ihould be true 
« of the Infinite Creator, which can 
** be fiilly or clearly exprefled to the 
** Capacities of a finite Creature, &c. 

Nor is this any Way diffonant to 
the Notion the Apoftle St. Paul gives 
us of it in his Epiftle to the Hebrews^ 
(xi. I.) where he defines Faith to he 
the Evidence of Things not feen^ i. e. 

of 
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of Things that will not bear a fen- 
fible Demonftration : And there- 
fore, though this be confefledly a 
Point of that Nature, yet, as the 
Gofpel has made it an Article of our 
Faith, we ought with all Humility 
to receive it as fuch ; to conllder the 
Weaknefs and Ignorance of our pre- 
fent State, and wait with Patience 
till we are admitted to a brighter 
Vifion in a better Place, where the 
Veil, that now fhades us from the 
tranfcendent Glories of the Godhead, 
will be removed, and we Jhall fee 
him as he is. 
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PerfeSiions inherent in it. i 

|AVING thus far briefly fet 
before you in the heft Light 
I could, the Spiritual Na- 
ture and Unity of the Divine Being, 
I come now to confider. 

Thirdly, The fcveial Attributes or 
Effential Properties, which may be 
faid to flow from it, and are made 
ufe of by the School Divines, to re- 
prefent His Perfeftions to us under 
fuch diilind: Ideas, as our Concep- 
tions 
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tions are able tn form from the dif- 
ferent Modes of His Operations. And 
thefc are either, firji Incommunica- 
ble, of which there is not the Icaft 
Shadow of Refemblance in the Crea- 
tures, fuch are His Infinity, Inde- 
pendence, and hnmuiability ; or, fe- 
condly. Communicable ; which are in 
fome Degrees imparted to us from 
Him, as JVifdom, Holinefs, Jufiice., 
and Power. 

I fliall fay fomething of each of 
thefe in their Order, as much as will 
be requifite to give the Reader a Ge- 
neral Idea of them, or as the Com- 
pafs and Defign of my prefent Dif- 
courfe will permit ; referring him to 
larger Treatifes for a fuller and more 
difiinil: Explication of them. 



SECT. 
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S E C T. I. 

His Infinity, 

• Of the former Sort the firft is His 
Infinity y whereby all Things in his 
Eflence are fignined to be without 
Meafore, or Quality, being not bound- 
ed by Xinie, and by Confequence 
'M^rnal', new by Place, and there- 
iot^ Omniprefent. And that this At- 
tribute k efiential to God, in both 
thde Kefpe<^, is equally evident 
feodi isom Scripture and Reafbn. As 
to the ffjrmer. we are told, Gen. xxi. 
3 3 . *I$dt He inbabiteth Eternity ; and 
fef.-xc. I, 2. That before the Moun- 
tains were brought forth, or ever the 
Earth and the World were made. 
He is God from everlafiing, and World 
withota End. And on that Account, 

as the Name Jehovah feems to im- 

L port 
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port, He is ftiled Alpha and OmegOy 
the Firji and the Lajl ; that is, the 
original Principle from which all 
Things are derived, and the ultimate 
End, to which all Things are, or 
ought to be diretfled. 

'Tis true, the Adtions of God are 
often reprelented to us in Scrip- 
ture imder the Notion of faji, fre- 
fent, and to come; which are the 
Diiferences of Time, and imply a 
fucceffion : But this is not to be un- 
derftood with Refpe6t to the Al- 
mighty Himfelf, who is not capable 
of Change, or Variation; but only 
to the Effefts, or Objefts, that are 
produced by Him. For the feveral 
Periods of Time, which by us are di- 
vided into Hours, and Days, and 
Months, and Years, to meafure out 
the Degrees of natural Motion, are 
by Him comprehended all under 
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one fingle View, in whofe Sight, as 
the Plalmift expreffes it, a thoufand 
Tears are but as Tejlerday. 

And the Reafon of all this will 
iiifficiently appear, if we conlider the 
Abfurdities that neceffarily follow 
from the contrary Opinion, For if 
God be the Primary Caufe of all 
Things, 'tis certain He could not re- 
ceive His Being from Another : Be- 
caufe he would not then be the Firft. 
Something, therefore, (as a learned 
Author exprefles it) mujl he Eternal^ 
otherwife nothing could be at all. And 
as God did exift from all Eternity, 
lb 'tis impoffible He fhould ever 
ceafe to be ; lince nothing can do lb, 
but by the Aft of a Superior Being 
to annihilate it, and there being 
none Superior to the Deity, He muft 
for ever exift, without a Poflibjlity 
pf Diflblution. 

L 2 This 
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This is a Confequence (o rational and 
neceflary, thaX even Epictirus latnfdE,, 
who endeavoured to rob God of al 
many Perfedions as his Sagacity or 
Impiety would enable him to do, 
could not but allow him to be abfb* 
lutely Happy and Immortal: And 
the Poets of old, who had yet wild- 
er Thoughts of Him, do feld(xn 
mention His Name without the 
Title of *A^ay«]of, and itt all theif 
fblemn Oaths appeal to the Immor-> 
tal God to witnels for them. And 
indeed, to fpeak of a God that 
fliould be corruptible and mortal^ 
is fo monftrous an Abfurdity, that 
whoever gives himfelf Leave to 
think, and confider the. Nature of 
his Soul within him, cannot pofli- 
bly be guilty of it. 

Taking this, therefore, for grant- 
ed. 
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ed, pafi we on to the other Branch 
of His Infinity, to wit, 

SECT. II. 



His Immenjtty. 

His Ommfrefence, or Immenjity, 
which, though it carries the iamQ J 
Authority and Reafon along with it, , 
yet is not Jo univerfally beheved and 
aiTcnted to. The Oppofers of this, 
are the Epicureans and Socinians\ 
the former excluding God from the 
Government of the World, by deny- 
ing His Providence, (of which I fhall 
have Occafion to fpeak more at large 
under another Head) the other con- 
fining him to the Circle of His 
Throne in Heaven, by not allowing 
Him to be eflentially prefent any 
where elJe, but only Virtually by 
His Influence and Operations. 

Now 
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Now to obviate this feeming Dif- 
ficulty, we are to confider, that 
God's being faid to dwdl in Heaven, 
is not to be fo underftood, as to ex- 
clude Him from the other Parts of 
the Univerle, as if He were not on 
the Earth alio ; but chiefly to point 
out to us the more Eminent Manner 
of His Prefence in Heaven, and that 
as His Majefly and Glory is there 
moft vifibly and illuftrioufly difplay- 
ed ; fo, in all our Addreffes to Him, 
we fhould endeavour to withdraw 
our Minds from earthly Objeds here 
below, and raife them up to thofe 
Regions above, from whence all 
Blifs and Happinefs is derived. 

Nor are we to believe that He is 
only virtually prefent with us, lince 
He Himfelf has declared by His Pro- 
phet, Ifa. Ixvi. I. That as Heaven 
is his Threne, fo Earth is hisFootJiool, 
What 
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What Hmfe, therefore, mil ye build 
me, faith the Lord? Or what is the 
Place of my Abode p Do not I fill 
the Heavens and the Earth ? And 
hence flowed thofe pious and {ublime 
Expreflions of the Royal Prophet, 
Thou art about my Path, and about 
my Bed, and fptefi out all my Ways. 
Whither fhall I go then from thy Spi- 
rit, or whither fhall 1 fly from thy Pre- 
fence f If I climb up into Heaven 
Thou art there ; if I go dcrwn to Hell 
Thou art there alfo. Pfa. cxxxix. 7, 
8, 9. For there He is in the Ef- 
fefts of his Vengeance to punifli the 
Ungodly, as well as in the Manfions 
above to reward the Juft. 

Numbers of Authorities might be 
cited from the Heathen Authors on 
this Head : The moft remarkable of 
which (to trouble You with no more) 
is that raemorfible and iagaci ' '- 
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ing oi Seneca, in his Book De Bene- 

fciis, ^mcunque Te jiexeris, ihi 

Deum videbis occurrentem 'Tibi ; ?iihil 
ei Illo •vacat, nam Of us fuum Ipfe 
itf^et ; " which Way foever you 
turn, you are fure to meet with 
God ; there is nothing void of Him, 
for he filleth all in all ; agreeable to 
which is that Saying of the Poets, 
*J<fvis omnia plena. 

To make a Diftinftion, therefore, 
between his Influence and his Ef- 
fcnce, by fuppofing him Omnipre- 
fent in the one, and not in the 
other Refpe^", is not only falle, but 
highly ridiculous. For ihall we fup- 
pofe the World to be greater than 
God that made it ? Or that he can 
exert a Power beyond the Reach of 
his Being ? This would be to con- 
found the very Notion of Finite and 
Infinite, to afcribe the Difpcn&tioiB 
of 



\ 
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oF Providence, to the mere Impref- 
£on o£ (econdaiy Caufes; and by 
Confequ^ce, to render all Divine 
Worfliip and Religion ufelefs and un^- 
necd&y. For if God be not every 
where prefent, how fhould he hear 
our Prayers, or take Notice of our 
Acftions ? And if he does not do this, 
to what Puipofe are his Laws, or why 
fhould we oblige ourfelv6s to the Ob- 
fervaition 6f them ? 

This, therefore, is a Point of the 
highdl Gofifeqiknce for us to believe, 
iisd rtfft upon. That as God is eve- 
fy Wher6 by his Power, through 
^ich, as the Apoftle exprefles it, 
ffe worketh all in all\ fb is he like- 
wife by his Eflfencej which cannot 
Wi^out the ^eat^ Iflfipiety, as well 
as AbTufdiiy, be fSparatiid from i^. 
So&t- thoudb we cannot explain the 

■ ^ St" 

]^titukr Msffihet' of j^JWence, of 
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Operations, it becomes us, however 
to put on the Modefty of Creatures, 
and ftill to remember, that our Fa- 
culties are finite and limited, and, 
therefore, cannot comprehend what 
is Boundlefs and Inmienfe. 

SECT. III. 

His Independency, 

As to the Independency of God, 
which is the next Attribute afaibed 
to him, it feems to be fb necef- 
farily implied in the Notion of his 
Eternity, that I need only draw an 
Inference or two from That, for the 

Proof and Illuftration of it. For as 
he is fuppofed to have exifted from 
all Eternity before there was any' 
other Being in the World: So 'tis 
impoflible he fhould depend upon 
another for his \ becaufe that other 

muft 



THE DIVINE ATTRIBUTES. 91 

muft then be neceflarily pre-luppofed, 
and conlbquently the Godhead, un- 
kfs it were Independent^ would nei- 
ther be the Firft Caufe, nor Eternal, 
as has been before dembnftrated. 

As God, therefore cannot depend 
upon any other for his Being, fo nei- 
ther can He for the Continuance, or 
Confervation, of it: Becaufe he is not 
only Superior to all Things elfe, but 
having conferred on all whatever of 
Power or Strength they have ; no- 
thing can make any prevdent Im. 
prefHon upon Him, fb 2& to deftroy, 
or alter any AdHon, Purpolc^ orDe-' 
cree, that can be faid to belong to, 
or to flow from Him. For then He 
mufl be fuppofed to iland in Need 
of His Creatures, for their Concur- 
rence in His Difpenfations ; the for- 
mer of which would argue a Weak- 
nefs, the latter a Defed j both which 

M 2 are 
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are utterly incoofiftent with the Kos 
tioQ of a Deity. And for that KesLz 
ion, though Men and other Creass 
tures are often made Ufe of, as In- 
flruments in the Hand of God, ta 
bring about the Defigns qf His "Pro- 
videnqe, by the Didnbution of tem^ 
poral Rewards and Punifliments in 
the World; yet this is no Argumeiili 
of His Want of their AfUflance, bue 
rather of His Ahnighty Power and 
Wi^om, who, ordering all Thingi 
according to the Council of His owq 
Mind, doth often make Choice, as $!,, 
Paul affures us, i Cor, i. 27. e/ti» 
weak Things of the World to confotmd 
the Mighty, && that no Fkfi may^ 
glory in His Prefence, 



SECT. 
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SECT. IV. 

His Immutability. 

The third and laft of His Incom- 
municable Attributes is Immutability, 
by which is meant a Freedom from 
all Manner of Change or Inconftancy, 
and that both in Reference to His Ex- 
iftence, as being Eternal and Immor- 
tal, and to His Will, as He is an 
evcrkftingljr Wife, Juft, and Pow^ 
erful Being, whofe Councils and De- 
crees are like Himfelf, ihefameTef- 
terday, To-Day, and for ever. And 
for this we have the Teftimony of 
Divine Revelation in many more 
Places of Scripture than, after thofe 
Ipefore cited, I have Occafion to 
mention. Thus we read. Exodus 
iii. 14. That the Name whereby He 
firft tnadeHin>felf known to the 



1 
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I fort of His People, and the Terror 
I of the Egyptians^ their Oppreilbrs, 
I was, / am that I am. And again, 
I Mai. iii. 6. / am the Lord, and 
I change not. And the like again 
I more exprefsly in Ifa. xiy. 24. Sure- 
I ly as I have thought, faith the Lordj 
I fo pall it come to pafs, and as I fur- 
I fofed,fo Jhallit fiand. For as God is 
I not a Man, that He Jhould lie, or 
I as the Son of Man, that He pould 
B repent. 

'Tis true. He is frequently men- 
tioned in Scripture under this No- 

\ tion, and particularly Gen. vi. 6, 

B. where 'tis laid, that it repented God 

^ that He had made Man upon the 

I Earth. But this, and the like Ex- 

I preffions in other Places of Scripture, 

I are not fo to be underftood, as if God 

I afied like Men, who fall upon new 

■ Methods when they are defeated and 
H baffled 
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baffled in thofe they had before pro- 
jefled. With regard to which it is 
that when God changes the external 
Manner and Method of His Opera- 
tions, the infpired Writers conde- . 
fcending to our inadequate Apprehen- 
iions, call it Repentance. Not that 
it really denotes any Alteration at all 
in the Council of God's Will, but 
only in the Manner of bringing it 
about. For, as He has different 
Ends in the fame Aftion ; fo He can 
make even contrary Aftions, (or, at 
leaft, fuch as leem lb to us] to con- 
Ipire to the fame End. 

In which Senfe i^i Aquinas borrow- 
ing his Notion from St. Augujlin ex- 
preffes it) Mutatimem quidem milt, 
fed Voluntatem Juam nunquam mutat 
Deus; the Meaning of which is that 
though God wills a Change, yet he 
never changes his Will. 'Tis true that 
the 
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the Vbnht I^romiJes are every wheat 
ifl Scripitufe tepnefented to be upoii 
the Conditioh of the SinHers Turn-^ 
tngffom the Etnls of his Waysy which 
is properly to'itied Repentdmce ; but^ 
as that is fuppofed to be on Man*s 
Part only; fo it cannot otherwifei 
than in a figurative Senie, be afcribed 
to God under that Denomination. 

Nor is it at all cohMeiit with 
Human Reafon to liippoife Him ca^ 
pable of it ; for if He were, it mutt 
be either for the Better, or the Worfe:? 
It cannot be for the Better ; becaufe,- 
being already poflHIed of all poiHblc^ 
Perfedion, there can be no Occa- 
£bn of any iuch Change : And it » 
not to be imagmed, without th9 
higheft Blafphemy,' that fo All-wife, 
and Powerful a Being fhould cvcir 
change for the Worfe. And, there-' 
fore, as the Divine Flato c6iK:ludeii 

upon 
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upon the like Reafbniag> KaAAico; ^ 
ttfii^oQ uv eis TO SvvcSov fcevet uei wsr^ue 
^ t5 aulS |i*of (p^. — TAat He always con- 
tinues fimply and ahfolutely the fame* 
And Seneca agrees with Him in the 
like Aflertion. 

But what Need is there of Human 
Teftimonies upon fo felf-evident 
a Point, which is beyond the Rules 
and Power of Right Reafbn to refiife 
its Aflent to ? Can we afcribe that to 
God, which is a manifeft Weaknefs 
and Imperfe<aion in Ourfelves; or 
imagine Him capable of Inconftancy 
and Mutability in His Divine Difpen- 
iations, which we cannot but own 
is a Contradi(5tion to His very Na- 
ture ? And which, befides the noto- 
rious Indignity and Reproach it mud*, 
neceilarily bring upon all His other 
Excellencies, would lubvert the very 
Fouodatipii pf our Faith and Fear, as 

N w41 
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# 

well as of our Hope, and Affiance 
in Him, which muft of Courfe be 
the Confequence of it. For if His 
Power and Juftice were precarious, 
and uncertain, His Threatnings would 
in a great Meafure lofe their Awe 
and Influence upon us : And if His 
Truth and Faithfulnefs could fail, no 
Promifes or Declarations, how gra- 
cious foever, could be any firmGround 
for our Trufl and Confidence in his 
Word. 

Upon the whole therejfbre, it is^ 
and muft flill be our Duty, notwith- 
ftanding all the Viciffitudes and feem- 
ing Inconftances that appear in the 
Management of Human Afiairs, to- 
believe them (as they really arc) to be 
the Produd: of the fteady and uni- 
form Council of the Almighty, who- 
for Reafbns too deep and hidden for 
our feanty Capacity to . faliiom,- 

dianges 
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changes die Times, and Seasons, and 
Tranfadions of Things, as is mofk 
^eeable to His own Divine Decrees, 
without any the leaft Vamtion in 
Himfelf. 

S E C T. V. 

Having thus far taken a View of 
iiii Incommunicable Aftribuies^ I come 
next to Goniider thofe others which are 
^iled Chmmumcabky as being inibine 
lower Degree, by Way of Participa- 
tioq, communicated to Mankind, dio' 
in Emineneie and Peifedion ^ey aie 
peculiarly appropriated to God Hiooh 
felf. 

But fince 'tis above oiir Capacities 
to apprehend thefe Divine Properties 
in ib tr^^cendcnt a Njbiiner as he 
po&ffes them^ but cmly fo hr as He 
is {^kafed to comm^c^te them to 
us ^ j^ the ^ftimate we can td^e of 

N 2 them, 
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them, muft be by fuch Rules, and 
fix)m fuch Ideas as we make ufe of 
in judging of thefe Perfedions in out'* 
ielves ; Aill making this juft Allow- 
ance, that as Ours are relative and 
limited, fo His muft be Abfblute 
and Infinite. And as all the Excel- 
lency we can apprehend in a Rati- 
tional Being muft belong either to 
the Underflanding, the Will, or the 
the Operations that flow from them; 
fo all thefe Perfedions whereby we 
are laid to refemble God, are pro- 
perly referred to thofe three Heads I 
before mentioned. 

Ilis Knimhdge and Wifdom, 

The firft of which is Wifdom^ 
which relates more particularly to the 
Divine Underftanding, and may be 
coniidered under a twofold Notion, 
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vix. Either, Firft, as it denotes a 
perfeft Comprehenfion of the Nature 
of all Things, with the feveral Pow- 
ers, Qualities and Circumflances of 
them, and then 'tis call'd Knmx- 
ledge ; Or, as it implies the (kilful 
ordering and difpofing of ail thefe 
to the befl Ends and Purpofes in the 
Government of the World, which is 
more properly and ftriiSly termed 
Wijdom. The former confidersThings 
abfolutely in themfelves ; the latter, 
the Refpefts and Relations they bear 
one to another, under the Notion of 
Means and End. 



Now tho' there is nothing more 
evident, both from Scripture andRea- 
fon, than that this univerfal Know- 
ledge and Wifdom is to be attributed 
to God without any Limitarion ; yet 
fuch is the Pride and Petulance of hu- 
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man Reafbn, that eveiy Age has af- 
forded Inftances of Gainiayers to thit 
Truth, who have prefumptuoufly 
endeavoured to rob him of his Om- 
nifeience, or Providence in fbme 
Refpeds; by reprefenting it as a 
Thing either beyond his Reach to fee 
and obferve the Actions of his Crea- 
tures, or below his Greatness to con-* 
cem himfelf in the Management <^ 

them. They will allow him pcr-» 

haps to have a general View <^ the 
Great and Weighty Affairs of States 
and Kingdoms, but not to defend 
to the minute Survey of the Thougli^ 
and Adions of particular Perfbns, 
which are ufually attended with iiich 
aVariety of hidden Circumilances, as 
are beyond their own Power to pry 
into ; and therefore they are apt to 
lay within themfelves, Tujb, th Lord 

doth. 
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doth not fee y neither jhall the God of 
Jacob regard us, 

Toobviatethefellacious Arguments 
that are ufually urged in Favour o£ 
thefe Opinions, and {hew the Abfur- 
dity of them, let me firft obferve, that 
as Knowledge or Wifdom is the high- 
\ t&, Perfedion of a rational Natiire, 
id there is nothing can more echp&, 
or caft a greater Blemiih on the Di- 
vine, than to fuppofe God, in the 
leafl: Degree, or in any Kind, iub^ 
je<St to Ignorance and Weakness, as 
^le. who deny his Onmi^ence mufl 

implicitly 60, 

For, if his Knowledge were only 

as our& is, in. Part, it would neither 

be univerial,. diftind, nor infallible ;^ 

and, hf Gmfequence, muil imply 

^ofeDefeds^ which would not only- 

deilroy the Nature of ab£)late Pcr-^- 

bat-extinguifh the light oi. 

Hea- 
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heaven) and turn the Brightnels of* 
its Glory into the Image, or Shadow 
of Death. His Power and his Pro- 
vidence, with the Reft of his Divine 
Perfections, if not founded on a com- 
prehenfive Knowledge, and directed 
by an unerring Wifdora, would all 
jfink of courfe and be difregarded. 
For without this there would be no 
Council nor Order in the producing 
of EfFefts, no Provifion for future 
Events, nor any Government of the 
World. 

And as to the other Part of the 
Objection, that it is below his Great- 
nefs, or inconfiftent with his Happi- 
nefs, to take care of thefe inferior 
Beings and Things here below, as it 
proceeds from a Mifapprehenfion of 
the Divine Wifdom, as if it were ca- 
pable of being embarrafled or con- 
founded by the various Natures and 

Num- 



[ 
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Numbers of Things ; fo 'tis no Icfs 
abfurd in the Coniequences that are 
deduced from it. For if God be above 
the Care of His Creatures, why was 
He not likewife above the Pains of 
creating them ? And if it is an Inju- 
ry to his Deity to be put to the Trou- 
ble of governing them, it would iure 
be much greater to fuppofe Him fo 
unkind and unjuft, as to give them 
Being only to expofe them to Chance. 

The Reafon why Men are lb fliort- 
fighted and fallible in their Apprehen- 
fion and Judgment of Things, is be-' 
caufe their Knowledge is only by Suc- 
cejpony and in Part, and every New 
Event or Occurrence that arifes, ei- 
ther improves or confounds it. But 
as to Him, who beholds all Things 
(as has been proved] in one View, 
both Paft, Prefent, and to come, 
and whofe Attention cannot be in- 
terrupted 



I 
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temipted by the Intricacy, or Multi- 
plicity of Affairs, He is above the 
Danger of any Surprize orDifeppoint- 
ment; and therefore can never be 
uneafy or unhappy in His Admini- 
ftration. For kncnvn unto God are 
cdl his Tf^orh from the Beginning of 
the World, Ads xv. 8. He alfo is 
wife^ and there is no Wifdom^ nor Un~ 
tkrfafiding, nor Council, againjl the 
Lord. Prov. xxi. 30. For his Eyes 
are upon the Ways of Man, and He 
feeth all his Goings, Job. xxxiv. 22, 
Neither is there any Creature that is 
not mamfefi in His Sight ; but all 
Things are naked, and open to the 
Eyes of Him, with whom we have to 
do, Heb. iv. 13. 

Numbcrlefs Teftimonies might be 

/ brought from the Heathen Writers, 

J to confirm the Truth of this : Their 

Books are full of Exprqflions of their 

• - Ad- 
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Admiration of God's Omnifcience, 
as well as of His Wifdom in the Go- 
vernment of the World. Arrian, in 
his Comments on EpiBetus, tells us, 
that every one ought to be perfuaded 

of this, OTt iXOKOV TWV T^^XTiofthm 

iipo^Shai vtso ra 5tS that every Thing 
done by Men is feen by God. ^is 
enim, fays Cicero, non timeat Deum 
omnia pervidentem, cogitantem, ^ 
animadvertentem* 

And as God's Knowledge is In- 
finite in the Extent, fo it is likewife 
in the Manner of its Comprehenfion, 
having this peculiar Excellency, that 
it penetrates into the hiddenThoughts 
and Contrivances of Men, and difco- 
vers the fecret Defigns and Intentions 
of their Hearts. For the righteous God, 
fays the Pfalmijl, trieth the verjHeart 
3 and 
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and Reinsy and underftands our 
Thoughts afar off \ He fets our 
Mi/deeds before him, and our fecret 
Sins in the Light of his Countenance* 
Pf. xc. 8. 

And tho' the Scripture had not 
revealed this fb plainly to us, yet 'tis 
natural and neceflary to fiippoie, that 
He, who firft endued his Creatures 
with their feveral Powers and Adi- 
vides, mufl needs be acquainted with 
the Motions and Inclinations of them> 
and that there can be no fiich Thing 
as Secrecy and Retirement from an 
Eye that is every where prefent, and 
a Knowledge that pierceth into all 
Things. Nihil Deo claufum efl^ fays 
tSeneca, interefi animis nojirisy ^ co- 

gitationihus mediis intervenit. We 

can keep nothing clofe or fecret from 

Go^' for He is prefent in our Minds, 

i^tf intimate to our very Thoughts, 

V And, 
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And, therefore, needs no miniftring 
Spirits to inform Him of our Con- 
lultations ; nor can he be deceived 
in the Judgment He makes of them. 

But to bring this Point yet nearer i 
Home to Ourfelves: It is a Mattel] 
of Fad we are but too apt to glory 
and pride ourfelves in, that great 
Numbers of our Fellow Creatures are 
by Nature endued with fuch Quick- 
nefs of Apprehenfion and Penetra- 
tion of Judgment, as by the occa- 
fional Advantages of a learned Edu- 
cation, enables them to pry into the 
Series of Caufes and EfFeiSs ; to tell 
the Number and Motion of the Stars 
and diftinguifli the feveral Species 
of Animals and Plants by their 
Names and Qualities ; to difcourfc 
of the Interefts and Intrigues of 
States and Kingdoms, and give an 
exaS Account of the Laws and Con- 
ftitutions 
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ftitutions by which they are govern- 
ed: And fliall not God Himfelf 

have an infinitely more Diftinft and 
Comprehenfive Knowledge of all 
thefe ? CertaiiJy he muft ; otherwife 
the Things that are made would be 
no lefs Excellent and Powerful than 
He that made them, and He muft 
have endued us with Perfeflions equal 
to Himfelf. 

Take held, therefore, fays Holy 
David, ye unwife among the People, 
ye Fools, when will ye underjland? 
He that flanteth the Ear, pall he 
TWt hear', or He that made the Eya 
\ Jhall he not fee ; or he that teachetb 
Man Knowledge, jhall not he know ? 
This is a Conlequence lb rational 
and undeniable, that thofe Philofo- 
phers of old, who denied the Provi- 
dence of God in the Management of 
Human Affairs, could not pretend 
to 
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to argue or dijpute againft it. And, 
therefore, to make their Opinion the 
more plaufible, they were put under 
a NecelTity of aflerting the Eternity 
and Self-Exiftence of the World. 
Not that they had any Grounds in 
Reafon to beheve it ; but purely to 
avoid the Abilirdity of granting an 
Almighty Creator, that fliould be 
either Ignorant or Negligent of the 
Work of His own Hands. 

I have infilled the longer upon thii 
Attribute, becaufe of the great Op- 
pofition it meets with from Men of 
corrupt Minds, and the dangerous 
Confequence of others being drawn 
into the like Error by their Example. 
For if once the Senfe of God's know- 
ing our Thoughts and Aflions be 
loft, the Reft of His Divine Attri- 
butes will only ferve M embolden 
Men in mi c^en Violation an ' ~ ">- 
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tempt of His Laws, till at laft they 
provoke him to affert his Omnifcience 
by his Juftice, when they Ihall too 
late difcover that he knew their Sins, 
by the Puniflunent he inflidts upon 
them. 



SECT. VI. 



His Holinefs and Goodnefs. 



™ Attnbutes is Holinefs^ which relates 
to the Divine Will, and may be 
alfo confidered two Ways, Either 

I I ft, as it is an cfiential Property, 

whereby he is infinitely holy, pure, 
and perfed; in himfelf ; or, 2dly, asit 
implies a Tendency to communicate 
thofe Divine Perfections to his Crea- 
tures, according to their feveral 
_ Ranks and Capacities in Life ; and 
then I 
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then *tis fHIed Goodmfs. That Holt- 
nefs bdongs to God in the firft Senfe, 
is fb Rindamental a Notion, and fo 
univerfelly agreed to, that I need 
not go about to prove it. 'Tis the 
firft and brighteft Ray of the Deity, 
the Foundation of all Wprfhip and 
Adoration, and fo eftendal to His 
Being, that to imagine a God with- 
out it, were to imagine Him without 
That, which chiefly conftitutes Him 
what He is. 

And diat it ought alfo to be a- 
icribed to Him under the Title of 
Goodnefsy when duly confidered, ad- 
mits of as little Doubt. For as God 
is originally and eflentially Good in 
Himfelf, fo is he the Fountain, the 
Author, the Rule and Meafure from 
whom all created Goodnefs is derived, 
and by Conformity to which i^ " *o 

P 
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be eftimated. And 'tis for this Ret- 
fon we find that Gw)dnefs^ in this 
Senfe of the Word, is fo {ingiilarl j 
appropriated to Him, by Chrift 
himfelf, that he tells His Difciples, 
'There is none Good but One, that is 
God. Mark xviii. 19. 

Many and various are the Ways 
by which he has been pleafed, thro* 
all Ages, to manifeft this Goodnefi 
to Mankind, and ftill continues to 
do lb ; which need not but juft be 
named to demand our Aflent to, and 
Acknowledgment of them. — ^- His 
endowing us with rational and im- 
mortal Souls, capable of diflinguifh- 
ing between Good and Evil, and of 
being made for ever happy with Hina 
in the Enjoyment of a future State ? 

His lending his beloved Son (when 

we had forfeited a Title to that State 



r 
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by our firfl: Parents Tranfgreflion) to 
redeem and reftore ns to it; — His 
vouchiafing us a ftanding Revela- 
tion of his Divine Will, to inftru£l 
us in the Means and Terms of Salva- 
tion by Him, and enabling us, by 
the powerful Influence of his Holy 
Spirit, to dilcharge our ieveral Du- 
ties in fuch a Manner as he is in Mercy 

pleafed to accept of; are all of 

them fuch amazing Inftances of his 
Goodnefs and Loving- Kindnefs to 
us, that we may juftly join with the 
Royal Pfalmift in that pathetick Eja- 
culation — Lord I what is Man that 
thou had fuch ReffeB unto him^ or 
the Son of Man, that thoufo regard- 
eft him. 

Nor are the merciful Difpenfations 

ofhis Providence to all Sorts andCon- 

ditions of Men, even in the Midft of 

the higheft Provocations and Of- 

P 2 fences 
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fences againft Him, a lefs remarka- 
able Inftance of it than the former. 
For hemaketh his Sun to rife on the 
Evil and on the Goody and fendeth 
Rain on the Juft and on the Unjuft : 
He comforts the Feeble-minded^ fup- 
ports the Weak^ relieves the Necefj^- 
touSy and delivers the Opprejfed from 
all the mifchievous EfFeds that the 
Fraud and Malice, or Crueltjr of 
their Enemies, have unjuftly levelled 
againft them. So that as Seneca^ in 
his fourth Book de Ben. obferves, 
^ there is no Perfbn fb wicked, or 
^ miferable in Life, who hath not 
^ in feveral Refpeds, had Experi- 
^ ence of the Divine Bounty, as Oc- 
^ ca£ons required." 

Nor is it any Limitation of God^s 
Goodnefs in this Relped:, that fome 
Men, who are given over to a repro^ 
bate Mindy are excluded from it, any 

more 
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more than it is of His Power, to fay 
that He cannot fin, or do any thing 
that is contradiftory to His Nature 
and Will. For to continue the Of- 
fers of his Grace and Favour towards 
Perfons not capable of becoming 
Good, is altogether inconfiftent with 
the infinite Purity and Holinefi 
of God, who abhors Iniquity, and 
has promifed to execute his Judg- 
ments on all fuch as are rebelUous, 
and will not obey the Truth and Sanc- 
tity of his Laws. But this, I fay, is 
no juft Objedlion to the Univerfality 
of this Attribute, which, like the 
Reft of His Divine Excellencies, is 
Invariable and Eternal in itfelf, tho' 
the Infidel and profane Part of Man- 
kind have fruftrated the Defign of it, 
and perverted it to their own De- 
ftrudion. 

That it is equally offered and ex- 
tended 
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tended to all, is what they themfelves 
{after the many gracious Calls they 
have from Time to Time had to 
Repentance and Reformation, and 
the inward Checks and Reproaches 
of their own Minds for their repeated 
rejeSing of them) cannot pretend to 
deny. As God therefore can by no 
Means be charged with any Defeft 
on His Part, by inward Admoni- 
tions and Reproofs, to bring them 
to abetter Senfe of their Duty; fo'tis 
entirely owing to their ownObftinacy 
and Perverfenefs in thisRefpeft, who, 
by deipifing and abufing the Means 
of Grace he offers for the Attain- 
ment of Salvation, forfeit their Title 
to its Rewards, and become the wil- 
ful Authors of their own Ruin, in 
the dreadful Puniflunents that attend 
the Negleft of it. I might far- 
ther enlarge on tlie Mercy and Love 
of 
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God to Mankind in this Particular ; 
but this being only a Branch of His 
Goodnels, and included in the gene- 
ral Notion I hare here giren of it. I 
proceed to the Confideration of . 

SECT. VII. 



His Truth and yuftice. 

Thefe are two other Attributes 
elTential to the Divine Will, and ad- 
mit lilcewile of a twofold Accep- 
tation : Either frft in TVord, as it 
implies a Congruity of his Precepts 
and Promifes to. his Divine Inten- 
tions, and then 'tis called Truth; 
Or, 2dly, in Deed, as it figniiiea 
the Rewarding or Punilhing his Crea- 
tures according to the Quality and 
Defert of their Aflions, which is 
properly ftiled Power. And that 
both 



?l 
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both thefe ought to be afcribed to 
God abfolutely, and in the higheft 
Degree, is no lefs evident both 
from Scripture and Reafon, than the 
former. 

As to the firft, whether we con- 
fider the Precepts and Laws, or the 
Promifes and Threatnings contained 
in the Scriptures, there are fo many 
Proofs and Teftimonies of the Faith- 
julnefs and Veracity of the Divine 
Author of them, that it would be 
endlefs to delcend to Particulars. 'Tis 
from hence he is emphatically ftil'd 
by Mofes and the Prophets, The God 
of Truth; and his Word, The Lam of 
Truth. And in the New Tefta?nent 

we are told That he is the Way, 

the Truth, and the Life. Jo. xiv. 6. 
That his fudgments are according to 
Truth. Rom. ii. 2. And that he 
leads us by his Spirit into all Truth. 
dfcd Jo. xvi. 
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Jo. xvi. 13. And our own Reafon 
plainly informs us, that as Error and 
Falftiood are an Argument, not only 
of Imperfection, but of the greateft 
Bafenefs; the reproachful Quality of 
the worft of Men, and of the Devil 
himklf, the Fatier of Lies ; it would 
be the higheft Affront and Indignity 
on our Part, not to feparate it at the 
greateft Diftance from God, whole 
Perfeftions fet Him abfolutely free 
from the leaft Probability, or Sufpi- 
cion of it. 

The Reafon why Men are fo often 
fubjedt to falfify and break their 
Words, is either from the Weaknefs 
and Depravity of their Nature, the 
Fear of fome Evil, or the Hope of 
fome Advantage : But God, who is 
infinitely Wife, and AU-fufficient, 
has Nothing of that Kind to put 
Him upon it. His Omnifcience fe- 
Q_ cures 
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cures Hirti from being deceivied 
Himfelf ; His Omnipotence from 
ftanding in Need of deceiving others, 
and His Goodnefs from the very Ap- 
pearance of any Inclination to it. 

And that God is alfb jufl in aU 
His ABims^ fo as to reward, or 
punifh His Creatures according to 
their Deferts, muft needs be univer- 
fally aflented \o^ as neceflarily flow- 
ing from that rational Notion we 
have of him ; that He is the great 
Sovereign Lord and Judge cf the 
World, who is righteous in all His 
Ways^ as well as holy in (M bis 
Works \ and diat as Mercy and 
Truth are faid to go befdr^ Him, fo 
yujlice afid yudgmHit ar£ the H-a>- 
Utation of his 15 eat. Pf. kxxix. 14. 

« 

The Socifuans, indeed, (whofe 
■Bufinefs it is to overturn the Satis- 

fadion 
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fa^OQ of Chiift's Merits, as well as 
the Divinity <^ His Perfon) have 

raiied a frivolous Objedion againfl 
this Attribute, vi%. " That it is not 
< * abfblutely eflential to the Divine Na- 
** ture to punifh Sin, or require Sa- 
** tisfa<Slion for it ; but that it is not 
« only the Effed of His Free-Will, 
*^ which he may fiiJ^'^nd, or difpenfe 
" with if he pleafes.* — 'But to this 
it may be undeniably anfwered, that 
tho' God may, and often does par- 
don the Offences and Tranfgrefllons 
of His People, and whilfl there is 

any Proi^'^ ^^ Amendment, remits 
or defers the Punifhment they de- 
ferve, (for His Mercy is over all His 
Worh-i and it would be Prefump- 
tion in us to fet Bounds to it:) Yet 
the«Nature of Sin in itfelf is fo very 
repugnant to the Purity of His Will, 
and the Sandity of his Laws, that 

CL2 He 
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He cannot be Tuppofed, without the 
greateft Abfurdity, ever to allow of I 
or connive at it; efpecially confi- 
dering the exprefs Declarations he 
has made to the contrary, That there 
(hall no Evil dwell with him*, and 
that though Hand join in Hand, 
the Wicked Jhall not go unpunijhed, 
Prov. xi. 21. 

■ 

And for that Reafon, tho^ the 
full, compleat, and glorious Mani> 
feftation of his JulHce be referved to 
the great Day of Retribution, when 
the Secrets of all Hearts Jhall be dif- 
closd^ and every Man receive Sen- 
tence according to his Works ; yet 
that He may not leave himfelfimth- 
out Witnefs, in this Life, and that 
we may be fully convinced there is 
a God that judges in the Earth ; He 
takes frequent Occafions to demon- 
ftrate the Glory of his JufHce 

t9 
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to the World in the Prefent outward 
Recompences of Virtue, as well as 
the vilible Punifhments of Vice. 

For what Good Man is there, that 
has not various Experiences of God's 
Temporal Mercies and Favours be- 
flowed upon Him, either in a con- 
ftant Courfeof Profperity in his world- 
ly Affairs, or, upon an Adverfe 
Turn of (what we call) Fortune, in a 
comfortable Support under them, and 
in his own due Time a happy Deli- 
verance from the Calamities and Af- 
fliaions that are brought upon him 
by it ? Whilft the Libertine and Pre- 
himptuous Sinner, whole Lot it is 
for the moft Part to be viiited with 
diftinguiflied Evils and Misfortunes 
remarkably fuited to his Crimes, is 
perpetually tormented with the Re- 
mories of his own Conlcience, that 
haunt and purfue him thro' various 
Scenes 
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Scenes of Anxiety and Defpair, till 
laving no Place or Ferfbn to fly to 
for Relief, he is apt in many In^ 
fiances, to grow weary of his Life 
and the World, and refblutdy bent 
to bid a final Adieu to both by lay- 
ing Violent Hands upon himfelf. 

But tho' the contrary fhould hap- 
pen (as it often does) that he fhould 
continue to enjoy all the Affluence 
and Profjperity that this Wcurld can 
afford him ; be promoted to Great 
Honours y havQ Abundance of Lands 
and Riches in Poffeffion^ and be ^- 
tified with every Thing that his Swl 
lufieth after : Yet this is no Argu- 
ment of the Inequality of God's Jus- 
tice, who will fboner or later make 
him feniible, that thefe temporal 
Splendors and Enjoyments he €o 
much delights in, and values himfelf 
upon, are but decoying Snares laid 

in 
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in his Way, by the mfernal Spirit, to 
tempt him to his own Deftniflion ; 
and that God will hereafter brittg 
' him to Judgment for them, when he 
will not fail to render to everji Man 
his due at his future Tribunal ; when 
the Wichednefs of the Wicked fhall 
be executed upon him ; and the Righ- 
teouCiefs of the Juft be eftablifhed 
and rewarded. 

Many Teftimonies might here be 
produced from leveral of the Hea- 
then Authors, and particularly from 
Seneca, in his Epiftle on this Head; 
but as this is a Subjeft fo fiiUy and 
frequently treated of in lb many ac- 
curate Difcourfes from the Prefs, as 
well as the Pulpit, and fo abundantly 
difiated and inforced in all Parts of 
the Holy Scriptures ; more efpecially 
by the Royal Prophet, in his 3 7th and 
■ysd Pfilm (which are moftly taken 
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up with an emphatical Vindication 
of the Divine Providence in this Re- 
fpe£t,) I need only refer my Reader 
to them for a fatisfaftory Conviftion 
of the Truth and Certainty of it. 
I'v 

SECT. VIII. 

His Power and Dominion. 

The laft of thefe Communicahk 
Attributes I mentioned is Pirwer, 
which is equally eflential to the No- 
tion of God, with Refpefl: to his 
Divine Faculties of Afting and Exe- 
cuting whatever He thinks fit for 
the Good of Mankind, and the Ma- 
nifeftation of His own Glory. And 
this hkewife may be confidered either 
ift, abfolutely, as itfignifies an Al- 
mighty, Irrefiftible Authority, and 
Ability in the Divine Being, to do 
'whatever 
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whatever He pleafes both in Heaven 
and in Earth ; or adly, Relatively, 
as it implies a Sovereign Right and 
Dominion over all His Creatures, 
to govern and difpofe of them in 
fuch a Manner, as is moft agreeable 
to His own Will, and the Laws 
and Rules He has prefcribed to 
them as the Meafure of their Ac- 
tions. For fince He is not depen- 
dent upon, nor accountable to any 
for what He does; fo His Power 
muft be Supreme, and by Confe- 
quence not capable of being check*d 
or controul'd : and fince all CresLtures 
owe their Being, as well as their 
Subfiftence to Him, He muft cer- 

« 

tainly have an abfolute Claim to all 
the aweful Reverence and Subjection 
they can poflibly pay to Him. 

R A<s 
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As to the firft, it is a Truth fo 
rational and evident, that it is, we 
find, univerlally acknowledged and 
attributed to Him even by the Hea* 
thens themfelves. Thus P/ato iHles 
him Twv "urcivluiy 'HyysfAovx ; and Cicero 
to the fame EfFecS: Omnium Rerum 
Dominum. And if we look into the 
Holy Scriptures for Teftimonies on 
this Head, we find they every where 
abound with Variety of lofty Expref- 
fions to that Purpofe, ftiling him King 
of Kings y and Lord of Lords. To 
which alfo may be referred all thofe 
Divine Doxologies, in which Power 
and Dominion are emphatically a-^ 
fcribed to him, and that in an un- 
bounded and infinite Degree, But 

abftradting from thefe, tho' no writ-^ 
ten Teftimony could be produced 
for this Attribute, yet the ftupen- 

dous 
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dous Creation and Fabrick of the 
World, and the many mighty and 
wonderful WcM-ks he has from Age 
to Age manifefted in over-ruling, 
dire6ting, and managing all Things 
therein (as has been fhewed) is an 
undeniable and fufficient Denionftra- 
tion of it. 

^t this will yet more fully appear 
ii we confider the abfolute Necejftty 
of fiich a Power. For fb Violent 
and Eager are the Defires, fb Fierce 
^d Unruly the Lufls and Paflions 
of Men, that, if th^rc was not an 
invincible. All-powerful Hand to 
bridle and over-rule them, there 
would be no longer any living with 
Safety and Comfort in the World ; 
but inconceivable Mifchiefs, Convul- 
fions, and Diftradions of every Kind 
would overfpread and cover the Face 
of the whde Earth. That this was 

R 2 the 
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the Opinion of that Great and Good 
Emperor M, Antoninus, apppears 
from that juft and remarkable Quef- 
tion he puts to himfelf in his excel- 
lent Treatife de Seipfoy Ttfioi 

^riv iv KoajKU xsvu Gss ri IlpovotoLs xsvSt' 

What doth it avail me to live in 

a World void of God, or void of the 
InfpeSium of his Providence f — which 
he thought neceflary to regulate and 
keep it in order. Without this the 
Divine Knowledge would be but an 
airy Speculation, and His WjfHom 
ufelefs and of none Effed : For to 
whatPurpofe (as was before obf^'d) 
fhould he know our Affairs, if he 
has not Power to manage and dired; 
them, or prefcribe Laws to his Crea-s^ 
tures, if he could not enforce a due 
Obedience to them. 

This, indeed, i§ one of thole Attri-. 

butes 
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butes that he has been pleafed in 
Part to communicate to Men ; for 
^iis by him that Kings reign-, and 
Primes decree Jufiice ; having a 
Power veiled in them to make Laws 
and Statutes, and Ordinances of fe- 
veral Sorts, for the better Governing 
the People committed to their Charge ; 
fuch as they judge are moft fuitable 
to the political State, and publick 
Good of the feveral Communities 
over which they preiide. But as all ' 
this is infinitely inferior to that ' 
of the Almighty Sovereign, from 
whom they receive it; fo it does and 
muft fall far fhort of anfwering thelc ' 
Ends, without the Interpofal of God's 
particular Providence to fupport, di- 
reft, and proJper them, in the I 
Courfe and Management of their ci- 
vil Adminiilration. 

For as to Human Laws in general, 
'tis 
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'tis but too evident that there is only 
a fmall Part of our Duty which they 
can reach to; That which God 
looks mod upon ; /'. e, the inwafd 
Ads of the Mind, they can make lio 
Provifion for ; and even with Regafd 
to thofe outward Ads that fall under 
their Cognizance, they are liable to 
be many Ways corrupted, both in the 
Application and Execution of them. 
In a Word, the Power and the Law< 
of Men are much of the {ame Na- 
ture and Extent with the Knowledge 
of the Lawgivers : Of which it may 

juftly be faid, Tarn Ilia f alii fad- 

lisy quam ijla C(mtemni\ that the 
one is fubjed to Error, the other to 
Contempt. 'Tis only the Infpedion 
of God, whofe Omnifcience can't be 
deluded, his Judgment perverted, 
nor his Power controuled; that isf 

fufficient 
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iufficient to put m eSk&uil Reftraint 
vpon the Trajigrdjbrs cf them. 

There is indeed, another hawy 
that I mean of the Mind or Qm" 
fcknce^ wliich is placed in the Bo(bm 
of every Man, and which, if it were 
duly and conftantly attended to, would 
be a faithful Monitor, and an excel- 
lent Guide to us in the Courfe and 
Conduifl of our Lives. But as this 
too, is neceflarily founded in that 
higher Principle of the Knowledge 
.of God J ^ its Efficacy feems chief- 
ly, if not entirely to depend upon it. 
'Tis on that Account we find the 
Heathen Orator (who calls Confcknce 
the God within us^ and magnifies it 
for the Power it has to reflrain Man 
from aiding or faying what he dares 
not pubHckly own) flill lays the Strefs 
of all upon thisy " That we are 
« every Minute feen by the Eye of 

"the 
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«* the Almighty from above, who 
** is not only the Witnefs, but is 
" hereafter to be the Judge and 
" Rewarder of our Adbions." 

But could the Apprehenfron and 
Dread of this be once ftifled, or 
evaded by an imaginary Notion of 
Secrecy and Conceahnent; if the 
All-penetrating Eye of God could 
be eluded and efcaped like diat of 
our Fellow-Creatures, we fhould 
foon find by Experience the fatal 
Confequence of it. That there would 
then be no more Confcience made 
of Publick, than is now of Frivate 
Sins. The firft Trangrefllon we are 
told, that ever was committed in 
the World, brought no Remorle 
along with it, till the Voice and 
Prefence of the Almighty awakened 
the Guilt of Confcience in the Of^ 
fender ; but when once it was per- 
ceived 
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ceived that God knew it, then lays 
Adam^ I was afraid. Gen. iii. 10. 

From all which it is beyond Con- 
tradiiftion evident, that as the iirm 
Belief" of the Divine Omnifcience is 
abfolutely neceflaiy to deter Men 
from Sin, and keep them fteady to 
their Duty in every Branch of it; fo 
is it likewife with regard to this At- 
tribute of the Omnipotent Power of 
God, to execute His Judgments upon 
Prefumptuous Sinners, and do every 
Thing He wills and ordains to be 
done to that End ; which, though 
'tis the Lad here mentioned, is the 
Higheft and moft Effeftual Sanftion 
and Enforcement of all the Reft. 

It muft, indeed, be owned there 
are fome Things which God cannot 
do ; fuch as either in themfelves im- 
ply a Contradiftion, or are repug- 
S nant 
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nant to the Nature of His Divine 
Perfedtions. But this is fo far from 
a Limitation of the Infinity of His 
Power, that it is rather a diftinguifhed 
Excellence and Privilege of it. For as 
the Power of every Agent is to be 
meafured fi-om the proper Objeds it 
is exercifed upon ; fb the Univerlality 
of God's Power being wholly exer- 
cifed about fuch Things as are eflen- 
tially Right and Good, and proper 
to be done ; it cannot be fuppofed to 
extend to any fuch Afts as are either 
naturally, or morally Irregular, In- 
confiftent, or Unjuft; fuch as to 
make a Man a Brute, or EGnuelf a 
Liar; to impofe Laws upon His 
Creatures that are abfolutely beyond 
their Ability to perform, or punifh 
them for what they do not deferve, 
or have not in their Power to help : 
For this would be to overturn both 

His 
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His own Nature and ours, and con- 

. tradi<Si: the Eternal Laws o£ His Wif- 
dom andjuftice by which He go- 
yarns the World. 

Some Things, no Doubt there are 

, which may feem itnpojftble with Meriy 
which yet the Scripture tells us are pofft- 
hle with Gody Who is able to do above 
all that we cantbinky ordevife. But 
theie are only called InipofHbiHties 
with Re^d: to the Narrownefs of 

. , pur Underftanding, and therefore, 
;tho' in that Senfe they may be faid 
to be above Reafbn, yet (as has been 
all along obferved in like Cafes) they 

. are by no Means contrary to it. 

And this brings me to the other 
Branch of his Power I mentioned, to 
wit, the abfblute Dominion and Ju- 
rifdidtion He has over His Creatures, 
to command or prohibit, reward or 

S 2 
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punifh, as feemeth good unto Him% 
which being equally agreeable to the 
Natural, as well as Reveal'd Idea wc 
have of God, is no lels nece&y 
to be afcribed to Him, than the 
Former. For whether we confider 
the Superlative Eminence of His 
Nature, orourneceflaryDependance 
upon Him for every Thing we have, 
and enjoy in the World, there is 
nothing can be more reafonable than 
that He fhould have a Power to over- 
rule and govern us in all Things as 
His Divine Will diredis, and that, 
as we are His People ^ and Sheep of 
His Pafiure^ we fhould fubmit our- 
felves, in all Things to His Pleafure 
and Dilpofal, with a becoming Pa- 
tience and Refignation to it. 

Many Teftimonies might be brought 
from the Heathen Writers, as well as 
the Holy Scriptures, to evidence their 

concurrent 
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concurrent Opinion on this Head : 
But after fo many Quotations already 
made from both to the Uke Purpofe, 
- it will be fufficient to mention that 
remarkable and pathetick Declara- 
tion of King Nebuchadnezzar^ when 
hisUnderftanding was reftored to him 
after the Doom God pafled upon 
him, of being driven to afibciate and 
take his Food among the Beads of 
the Field) as we find it recorded by 
the Prophet Daniel^ ch. iv. ver. 34, 
35, viz. That His Dominion is an 
everlajiing Dominion, that He does 
according to His Will in the Armies of 
Heaven^ and among the Inhabitants of 
the Earth, and none may jiay his 
Hand, or fay unto him, what doefl 
thou f A Confeffion fo fully expref- 
five of God's ablblute Sovereignty 
over the whole World, that it will be 
altogether 
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altogether unneceflaty fx) enlarge stay 

■■ farther upon it. 

I have but one Thii^:inojre to 
add, by Way of Caution on this, im- 
portant Head, namely. That as :j^ 
are not to examine, too. nhely into the 
Manner, or Method,: by which God 
eaoerdfes this. Authority, oyer usj So 
neither are we to iet Bounds >to it,! or 
determine how fer it .may be extend- 
ed, either here, or hereafter. 'Tis 
iufBcientfor.us to know and be}iieye, 
that die tmly Rule andvMeaiiire of 
both,, is that of HiS; Wij(dom apd 

> Juftice, - which He; neither can, gior 
will, in any Reaped, , aA contrary 
to. And^ therefore,^ tho' His Difr 
penfations in this: Life are many 
Times promifcuous and uncertain ; 
not only in the Cafe of partciular 
Perfons, but Hkewife in the publick 

: Events of States and Kingdoms ; yet 

'tis 
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*tk ncceSary for theVindication of His 
Providence in the Univerfal Opinion 
of the Heathen, as well as the Chri- 
fHan World, that there fhall be a 
future State of Accounts in another 
Life, where His Authority and Do- 
minion will be more remarkably and 
illufbioufly difplayed, and every 
Man be brought to acknowledge, 
77)af verily there is a Reward for the 
Righteousy douhtlefs there is a God 
that ruktb over and judgetb the 
Earth, 




PRACTICAL INFERENCES 

REMARKS and EXHORTATIONS 

On the forgoing Heads. 

SAVING now given you 
a comprehehenfive View of 
the feveral Divine Attri- 
butes in as clear and diflinft a Man- 
ner as the Sublimity and Abftrufe- 
nefs of the Subjeft would allow me 
to do ; I proceed next to draw fuch 
Pra&kal Inferences^ Remarh-y and 
Exhortation!, from each of them, -_ 
as are moft proper to influence our ■ 
Wills and Affeftions to the Perform- ' 
ance of our relpeftive Duties to the 
Almighty 



4 
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Alniighty Beipg in wtom they are 

invefted. 

To open the Way to this it may 
not be improper to obferve, That a^ 
it is natural for Men to proportion 
their Efteem.of Things ^cx»rding to 
the Worth ^nd Dignity wh^ch rfiey 
appr^n4 Xo be in them; fo it i$ 
beyond Contradidion evident, that a 
Being, whiph has in it all ppflible 
Perfe4Hpn, may juftly challenge all 
the Hqnour, E|leeip, and Venera- 
tiofi that can poilibly be paid to it. 

Jn ordef to which, if we run over 
all the feveral Attributes of God in 
pur Thoqghts, (as they have been 
before explained and proved) and, 
comparing Him with the beft of his 
Creatures, conflder the vaft Diffe-r 
rence and Diiproportion there is be- 
tween them and their Creator, we 
fhall the more readily be induced, 

T and 
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m 

and the more ftrongly obliged to the 
Acknowledgment and Performance 
of the feveral Duties refulting from 
them. 

The Didlates of our natural 
Reafbn and Experience inform us, 
that all other Beings and Things in 
the World had, at one Time or other, 
a Beginning of their Exiftence; and 
will, or at leaft may, if he plcafes, 
have an End of it too: But Hcj 
who (as St. yoim tells us is Alpha 
anti Omega, the Beginning and the 
End of all Things, is Himfelf with- 
out either. — All other Beings muft ac- 
knowledge an Infinite Superior, from 
which they had their Original, and 
on which they have their Depen- 
dance: But He alone owes His 
Being to none, nor is indebted to 
any for the Continuance of it. 

AU 
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All His Creatiuts here below are 
fiibjed to Alteration and Change, 
Corruption and Decay ; are capable 
of Ibme Acceflion to their Natures, 
of poflefling more than they already 
have, and of knowing more than 
they at prefent underftand. But 
with Him, whole Style is, lam what 
I am-, there is no Variation nor Sha- 
dow of Turning. For He Himfelf 
is the Fountain and Completion of 
all Happinefs and Glory, and there- 
fore cannot receive ::n Addition of 
either. He is the Abyfs and Fulnefs 
of all Riches, and WilHom, and Pow- 
er, that can beafcribed to Him, and 
therefore cannot more perfedly en- 
joy what he has from all Eternity 
poflefled, nor fee and know more 
than he has in like Manner compre- 
hended, to whom all Times and all 
T 2 Things 
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Things, both paft, and to come) arc 
always prefent. 

And the like has been obferved 
of all his other Attributes ; for as 
the Wife Man ^feaks) as is His Ma- 
jeftyfo is His Mercy and Truth, His 
Juftice and Hoiinefs infinitely Great 
infinitely Amiable^ and infinitely 
Worthy of all our Worfhip ahd Obe- 
dience, than which nothing iiiire 
can more effedually work ttpdH our 
Realbn, or engage our AfFet^ons 
to the tXfcharge of thefe Duties to 
Him. For if we a!re perfuaded, as 
the Pfalmifl was^ that there is none 
in Heaven or in Earth CiUnparabh to 
God in any Reipeft, We canndt but 
be difpofed and e3K:ited to fey ^th 
him, I^ordy wbdm have we in Heaven 
hut Thee ^ and there is none upon Earth 
that we ought to defire in Comparifon 
of Thee. 

It 
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It wis upon this, as die pfopet 
Founciation of that true Wifdom 
"upoii which the f'ear ^d Ldve of 
God is built, and by which it is up^ 
held^ that the Primitive (^Tiftians, 
whofe Memories we fo much cek- 
brate, ardved to what pafies With us 
for an tinimitable Pitch c£ Piety. 
They placed their chief Hap^efe iii 
the Contemplation of God Himfelf, 
aftd bcMTOwing Luftre as it wefe 
• ftom the Rays of His Divinity^ Ihofie 
forth in Virtues and Graces fo bright 
and tranfcendent, as to become a 
Light to the whole Chriftian Church, 
which, thofe of later Ages, ^hofet 
not God before them^ have, alas! but 
too little Regard to. Hence that 
ftrong Faith, that conftant Hope, 
that chearfulGonfidence they repofed 
in Him ; and heiice alfo that entire 
iSubmiflion of their Underftandings 
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to his Divine Word, and Refi^a- 
tion of their Will to his Good Pjea- 
fiire therein fet forth, did undoubt^ 
edly flow. 

Which leads me to confider more 
particularly, as I propofed, the fe- 
veral Inferences, Remarks, and Ex- 
hortations, that naturally ariie from 
the Contemplation of the Divine 
Eflence and Attributes, in the fame 
Order and Method as was before 
obferved in the Explication of them. 

SECT. I. 

On His Infinity^ Immenfity^ 6cc. 

As to his Incommunicable Attri~ 
butesy whereby God doth infinitely 
tranlcend all other Beings, as they 
are naturally apt to work in us the 
higheft Efteem and Admiration of 

him^ 
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him, fo tfacy iKould oHige iis on 
all Occafions to exprefs o\JS Ado- 
ration and Worfiip towards him. 
This the very Heathens themfelves, 
through all the Darknefs of their 
Error and Superftition, could not 
but perceive and acknowledge. For 
to them as the Apoftle St. Paul 
exprefles it, the Invijible Things of 
God were clearly feen^ being under- 
Hood by the Things that were made^ 
even his Eternal Power and Godhead, 
Rom. i. 20. 

They eafily difcovered the Being 
of a Deity, and then neceflarily con- 
cluded that what enjoyed thefe glo- 
rious Perfections muft needs be ador'd ; 
that a Being of fiich Greatnefs and 
Majefty muft needs command Fear 
and Reverence, Worfhip and Obe- 
dience. " Deus celitur^ lays Seneca, 
« propter Majejlatem eximiam, fin- 

5* gular 
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" gularemque Naturam-i God ii 

" therefore worfliipped becaufe of 

' " his Excellent Majefty and Incom- 
" parable Nature." And Arifiotk 
aflerts that « whofoever denies or 

. *< doubts of this, ought not to be 
" dealt with by Arguments, but Pu- 
" nifhments." 

And if the Gentiles^ notwithftand- 
ing the Darknefs they lay under^. 
could yet difcern their Obligation 
to worfhip and obey him, whom they 
called their Lord, how ftrangely 
flupid and inexcu&ble fhould we be 
who enjoy the glorious Light of tl^e 
Gofpel, if we did not in a more 
eminent Manner acknowledge the 
Connexion between that Title and 
our Duty ? Efpecially fince it is fo 
exprefly required of us, that wejhoukf 
give the Lord the Honour due to his 
Nd^n^t and worjhip him with holy 

Worjhip \ 
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Worjhip ; that, we jbould not only 
gUrify God in our Bodies y but alfo in 
our Spirits^ which are God's. 1 Cor. 
vi. 20. For as God is a Spirit y fo th^ 
that worjhip Hinty muft worjbip Him 
in Spirit andinlruih. John iv. 34. 
By which we are plainly and expreA 
]y to updeirftand, that it is not only re- 
qiufite we fhoiild teftify our Reverence 
and Refped: to his Divine Majefty 
by External Geftures and Obeifances; 
by bowing our Heads, lifting up ovs 
Hands, and bending our Knees ber 
fore hjip; or by exercif^ng our 
Tongues in magnifying his Name, 
and maJUng his Praife to be glorious 
in the folemn Aflemblies of the Saints 
round about us ; but that we fhould 
likewife glorify him in our Hearts 
and AiFedions, and by an inward 
Zeal of Piety and Devotion, invoke 
his gracioys AiUflance in ow Necef- 

u r 
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ties of every Kind, and pay our 
grateful Acknowledgments of Praife 
and Thanksgiving for the many 
Favours and Bleflings we have alrea- 
dy received. 

And what is yet of as great or 
greater Importance than any of the 
Reft) iince the higheft Glory a 
Creature can give to his Maker is 
by endeavouring to be like him ; 'tis 
more efpecially incumbent on us to 
teftify our Veneration for him, by 
conforming our Lives and A6bions 
to his Divine Perfedions, as far as 
our prefent frail State will Admit of 
an Imitation of them. — For the bet- 
ter Acceptance of all which Duties, 
that we may not forfeit his Grace 
and Favour by our frequent Devia- 
tions from them, 'tis ftill farther ne- 
ceflary, that we fhould humble our- 
felves before him by repeated Adts 

of 
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of Contrition and Repentance, which 
as it is a juft Acknowledgment of 
his Holinefs, who hates Sin, and of 
his Juftice that will punifli it ; fo 
is it likewife of his Mercy, which is 
ready to pardon it ; for 'tis the Glory 
of God to pafs by our Tranfgrejfions. 
Thefe are in fliort the feveral 
Sorts of Divine Worfhip, by which 
we are to exprels the Honour and 
Efteem that is due to God on Ac- 
count of thofe tranlcendent Excel- 
lencies that are primarily afcribed to 
him. In the Performance of which 
we are efpecially to take Care, that 
they be always accompanied with a 
hearty Zeal and Indignation againft 
all fuch A(ftions, Perfons, and Things, 
as do in any Refped: refled: Dilho- 
nour upon the Almighty ; that via 
do not offend his Majefty by Oftcn- 
ftation and Vain Glory, nor rob 
U 2 
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him of his Honour, by afcribiiig 
thofe Titles and Degrees of Worflup 
to any Creature which are due to 
him alone. Fcm: as God is Infinite 
in Knowledge, and will not {uSa 
himfelf to be impofed on by 3hew 
and Appearance ; fb is he likewife 
jealous of his Honour, and therefore 
will not permit his Glory to be ^-r 
ven to another in any Refped, either 
direSily, by paying Divine Honi^ 
to Images and Relicks (which is nor 
torioufly pradifed in the Church of 
Romey) or indireBly, by placing cfut 
Confidence in, or our AfFecdoos 
upon any Thing elie in Preference, 
or Prejudice to him. 

What a high Prcvocation then 
muft they be guilty of, who in the 
Language of the Holy Scripture, 
tnake their Belly their Gody and their 
Gold their Confidence^, or whofacrifice 



AND REFLECTIONS. 157 

their own Net, and bum Incenfe to _ 
their Drag ? by afcribing their Ac-J | 
quifitions of Wealth and Honour to 
their own Wit and Sagacity, which 
is primarily owing to the Dircftion of 
his Providence, and cannot be ob- 
tained without his Permiilion. For ^ 
what lefs is this in the true Conftruc- I 
tion of it, than the fetting up Falfo 
Gods in their Hearts, to the mani- 
feft Injury, if not to the Exclufion, J 
of the only True one ? For, if to I 
Love, and Fear, and Truft, be hSa I 
of Inward Devotion, (eipecially when " 
raifed above the Pitch of Created Ex- 
cellence;) then he that lb loves, and 
fears, and trufts, turns the Monarchy 
pf Heaven, as it were, into a Com- 
monwealth, and forms to himfelf 
as many Gods, as there are Perfons, 
or Things, he fets his Heart upon, 
and devotes his AfFefiions to. A 
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Degree of Idolatry and Impiety that 
ought not to be thought of (much 
lefs praSifed) amiong Chiiftians, 
without the greateft Abhorrence. I 
pray God it may never be laid to the 
Charge of any who call themfelves 
by that Name. 



SECT. II. 



On His Truth and "Jufike. 

I come now to the Duties that re- 
fult from the Confideration of his other 
Attributes that are ftyl'd Communi-r 
cable, which, in the ufual Method of 
treating them, are Faith, Lmie, Fear, 
and Obedience, as they feem more 
immediately to relate to the Truth 
and Jujlice, the Goodnefs and Holi- 
nefs, the Wifdoin and Power of God. 
■But without confining myfelf pre^ 
clfely 
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cifely to this Method, I (hall briefly 
run over thefe Attributes in their Or-i 
der, and draw fuch Inferences froni 
them, as moft naturally arife from n 
due Refleftion upon each. 

And, firft, If God be a God of 
Truth, then there is all the Reafoji 
in the World, that we fliould believe 
and aflent to whatever he has beei) 
pleafed to reveal to us in his Divine 
Word, the Holy Scriptures ; whichj 
however difficult for us to compre» I 
hend in fome Points, that are above ! 
the Reach of our Reafon to come \ 
up to; yet as they are delivered to 
us under that Denomination, and 
have his Divine Sanation fet to them ; 
we are indifpenfibly obliged, upon 
that infinitely Superior Standard of , 
all Truth, to give a firm Aflent to 
it at the Peril of our future State. 
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- And if this be the Cafe, as lu^ 
undoubtedly it is, how Qearly does 
it concern -thofe Infidels (who, by 
refufmg this Ailent, exclude them- 
felves from the Terms of that gra^ 
cious Covenant God has therein en- 
tered into with Mankind) ferioufly 
and impartially to confider what a 
dangerous and difinal Conditicm they 
mufl be in ? What litde Room 
there is for Mercy, or Hopes of Sal- 
vation by Him at that great Day <^ 

Trial, which is to he tie Ttme of 
yuj^icey and be perfuaded to repent 
and return to a better Mindf *Ti* 

too dangerous an Experiment iax 
any wife and ferious Man tx> hazard 
his Eternity upon ; and the greateft 
Madnefs therefore for a profefled 
Chriftian, who has fb many varioD$ 
and infallible Evidences for the 
Truth and Authority of that Di- 
vine 
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vine Revelation, to 'be led aftray hy 
the Groundlefs and Prelumptive Er- 
rors of their Ways-, to fall from the 
Stedfaftnefs of his own Faith in it. 



But what is yet further to be in- 
ferred from this Attribute is, that, if 
God be True and infalhble in per- 
forming his PromifeSf here is a firm 
Foundation laid for our Hope and 
jiffiance in Him, even under the 
feeming Improbability of theAccom- 
plifhment of them. We may ^fely 
and furely truft Him with our high- 
eft Concernments, whether Spiritual 
or Temporal, and ought therefore 
not to be dejedted, or dilquieted, 
tho' He fometimes withdraws! 
fings from us for a Seafon, a 
of our Faith, and defers the 
Returns of th« e thi 
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proper and convenient for us; be- 
caufe, as the Apoftle tells us, He it 
faithfull that has promifed, Heb. z» 

23. On the contrary, how mudi 

rather does it become us in all Com- 
plaints of that Kind impartially to 
refled on our own 111 Condud: and 
Criminal Behaviour towards Hini, 
as the true Occafion of it, ai\d take 
Care, without Delay, to return to 
our Du^, by cortc&m^ and reformr> 
ing whatever, upon due Examina- 
tion, we find to be amifs therein? 
left^t Promife being left us of enter- 
ing into his Rejiy any one Jhould fall 
Jhort of it thro his own Faulty or 
NegleSi, Heb. iv. i. 

The only Way to be eafy, and to 
free ourfelves from any Fears and 
Apprehenfions of that Sort, is to 
make the Truth of God the Origi- 
nal Pkttem ioi us to copy afisr.; and 

by 
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by conforming our Minds to His Di- 
vine Image in that Refpefl, to ufe 
our utmoft Vigilance and Endeavours 
to be true and faithful), not only in 
the Performance of all our folemn 
Oaths and Vows made in God's Name, 
(the Breach of which is one of the 
moft provoking Affronts we can 
put upon his Divine Being) but alfo 
towards Men, by a ftrid Obfervance 
of our Words and Promifes in all 
our Dealings and Tranfaftions with 
them. 

Lying and Falfhood is of fo bafe 
and deteftable a Nature, in the com- 
mon Senfe of Mankind, that thofe 
of fuperior Rank, who pique them- 
felves upon their Honour, cannot 
bear the Reproach of it without the 
greateft Indignation, and too ofi 
carry the Refentment 
thsir Swords; and f 

X 2 
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are even in the lower Sphere of Life, 
that will brook the Name of Liars 
without fbme fignal Marks of Ran- 
cour and Revenge. 

And if this Vice be fo extremely, 
odious and provoking to our Fellow- 
Creatures, how much more abomi^ 
nable muft it be to God, who is 
Truth itfelf, and who, in all Parts of 
His Divine Word, has not only ex- 
prefly prohibited it, but denounced 
the heavieft Judgments and Punifli- 
ments againft it by his Prophets un- 
der the Law, as well as the Apoftles 
of Chrrft under the Gofpel, to deter 
Men from it ? Thus the Royal Pro- 
phet we find very emphatically de- 
clares, that, He hates the Sins of 
Unfaithfulnefsy and that he who telletb 
Lies Jhall not tarry in his Sight, Pf. 
XX. 7. And Solomon tx^rd[y dSxiTGi 
lis, Pfov, xii. 552. That Lying Lips are 
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an domination to the Lard, hut they 
that deal truly are his Delight. And 
the Heathen Moralifts in general re- 
prefent it as a Vice equally odious 
both to God and Man. ' 

How nearly then does it concern 
us, as Chriftians, who profefs to be- 
lieve and worfliip the God of Truth, 
to make it a Point of Confcience, as 
far as poffible, to fpeak itOurfclves; 
to ufe Plainnefs and Sincerity in our 
Expreffions, and abhor Fahhood and 
Diilimulation, though couch'd un- 
der the Jefuitical refind DKguife of ' 
Equivocation, and Referve. From 
all which it may be truly infer'd, 
that thofe who allow themfelves in 
thofe delufive Evafions, whatever 
Badge of Religion they may wear, 
can no more pretend to vindicate the 
Lawfulnefs of them, than they can 
reconcile the Contrariety there is be- 



iC« PRACTICAL REMARKS 
tween the God of Truth, and the 
Father of Lyes, the Devil. 



But ferther yet, as God is True 
and Faithfiill, fo is he Juji and 
I Equitable in all His Difpenfations, 
which, however hidden and unin- 
telligible they may be to us, do juftly 
call for our Faith and Hope in, as 
well as OUT Fear and Reverence of 

Him. The Inferences from which 

are briefly thefe ; That we ought 
not to murmur or repine under His 
InfiiBions, of what Kind foever they 
be ; to defpair of His Mercy, if we 
truly repent us of our Sins, or be 
puffed up with a vain Confidence in 
it, if we do not ; becaufe, as He is 

L righteous in all that He brings upon 

us here ; fo will He likewife be in 
the Diftribution of His Rewards and 
Puniihments hereafter. Let the Pro- 
fpea 
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fpeift therefore of his gracious Pro- 
mifes engage us in the Obfervation 
of His Precepts, and the Dread of 
His Judgments deter us from perfifl;- 
ing in the Violation of them. 



SECT. HI. 

On His Holinefs and Goodmfs. 

If Holinefs be another Property of 
the Divine Nature (as indeed it is 
ufually ftyl'd the brighteft Ray of it) 
what a fettled Averfion fhould this 
create in us againft the bold Encroach- 
ments and Afiaults of Impiety and 
Licentioufnefs, which bears an eter- 
■nal Repugnance to it ? How highly 
^o we offend and affront the Almigh- 
ty whenever we indulge ourfelves in 
any habitual Courfe of Sin, and how 
earneftly ought we to guard and 
ftrivc 
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ftrive againft it by purifying ourfel'ueSi 
(as far as 'tis in our Power) from all 
Filthinefs both of Fkjh and Spirit, 
perfeSiing Holinefs in the Fear of 
God ? Being well alTured, that with- 
out this 'tis impoffible to pleafe Him, 
or be received into his Favour, till 
we reform our Courfe of Life, and 
become New Creatures^ 

What a dreadful Condemnation 
then muft thofe Monfters of Impiety 
bring upon themfelves, who are ar- 
rived to that Height of Audaciouf- 
nefs and Profanenefs, as to make 
their Shame their Glory, to account 
it a Piece of Gallantry and Accom* 
.plifliment to promote and excell in 
Vices and Iniquities of all Kinds ; — 
by inventing New Arts of Frauds 
and Villainy, Robbery and Extor- 
tion, and even that of deliberate 
Murder and Paricidc itfelf. 

Ciunes 



AND REFLECTIONS 169 

. Crimes of fb D^p and Malignant 
a Dye, as were, in former Ages, 
thought altogether incompatible with 
the Inilitution of a ChrifHan State, 
and chai^eable only on thofe wild 
and barbarous Nations, that are faid 
to b^ iiiathout Hope, and without God 
in the World ;-^-But are now become 
ib rife and redundant amongft us, 
that fcarce a Day, or Night pailes 
without fome grievous Out->cries in 
our High- Ways and Streets of th^t 
Sort: notwithftanding the Severity 
of fi^fh Laws enaded, and the Im- 
partiality of our Courts of Judica^ 
ture to put them in Execution. 

*Tis no fmall Comfort to tis, how- 
ever, that, in the Midft of io many 
de(perate Libettines and Reprobate 
of every Sort, we have ftill, *tis to 
be hoped, a much fuperior Number 
of true C^riAians ren^ining, (whofe 

Y 
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true Piety and Virtue have hitherto 
entitled us to the Favour and Pro- 
teftion of the Almighty) to chedc 
and curb their audacious Progrcfi, 
and make them feel the Smart of the 
Rod of Juftice, by iuitable Punifh- 
ments inflidled on their Crimes; and 
(if not reformed by thefe) to cut them 
off frofn the Land of the Laving^ as 
/;6£y,too,juftly deferve. 

The prefent Age (as licentious as 
it is) is not yet, God be thanked, 
quite fb bad, as to break in upcm 
the Natural Diftindions of Good 
and Evil, • or to change the eflential 
Properties of them. There is a na- 
tive Beauty and Amiablenefs in true 
Piety and Virtue, which, under all 
the invidious Rancoyr and Prejudice 
it has to ftruggle with, commands 
the Reverence and Efteem of all 
Wife and Serious Men, and for the 

moil 
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moft Part even of the profligate Sin- 
ner himfelf ; who would very gladly 
be thought Good, tho' in Fad): he is 
quite the contrary. 

And if the inferior Degree of Good- 
nefs among Men is (o much revered 
and refpedted, how plainly and for- 
cibly are we obliged to pay the ut- 
moft Regard poflible to the Holinefs 
of God Himfelf ? And that not only 
by ftriving eameflly to copy after it 
in the general Condud of our Lives': 
but likewife by fhewing a due Reve- 
rence to all luch facred Places, Per- 
fonsy and Things, as, by a relative 
Sort of Holinefs, are more immedi- 
ately dedicated and iet a-part to his 
Honour and Service ; according to 
thole Aated Rules and Orders, which 
from the firfl Ages of Chriftianity, 
have been appointed to be obferv'd 

in his Church* 

Y 2 And 
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And this brings me to the Con-t 
iideration of the Duties arifing (ixnn 
the other Branch of His Holinefsn 
which is called Goodnefs^ as he 'n 
not only abfolutely Good in Himlelf, 
but alio with Refped to us. In that 
He is the Author and Fountain of 
our Being, and of all the Bkffings 
and Comforts that attend it; who 
freely gives us all that we eijoy, and 
and is willing upon the eafy Terms 
of Repentance, to forgive us ail that 
we offend in. The bare Mention 
of which is fo very endearing and cn^ 
gaging, that it cannot but excite us 
to the utmoft Expreflions of Afieo- 
tion and Gratitude, we are capable 
of paying to Him ; there being no 
Kind of Motive to Love, either real 
or imaginary, but what is yet infi- 
nitely more in God than in any 
Thing elfe in the Wcwdd befide. 

If 
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If he were reprefented to us as an 
Auftere and Rigorous Deity, eafily 
provoked, and hard to be appeafcd, 
there might be fome Plea ibr our 
Coldnefs or Indifference in this Re- 
fpeft : But when we are convinced 
of our infinite Obligations to him, 
and our Mifery without him ; that 
all our Temporal as well as Spiritual 
Bleffings (as has been before fet forth) 
are derived from Him, and that our 
utmoft Felicity confifts in the Enjoy- 
ment of him ; how ftupidly ungrate- 
ful fhall we be to fo gracious a Benc- 
-faflor, how highly injurious to Our- 
felves, if we make not thofe Re- 
turns that are due to fo tranfcendent J 
a Goodhefs ? 

The Return of Love for Love, is 
one of thofe general Laws of Nature, 
which God, the great Author of it, 
Jias imprefs'd upon 'all Living Crea- 





■ make 
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tures, which, however void of Thought 
and RefledHon, are moved and in- 
cHned, by an Inftinftive Sort of Gra- 
titude, to love and lick the Hand 
that feeds and luftains them. And 
if mere Animals are fo univerially 
moved to do this, how much ftrong- 
er muft that Impreflion be upon the 
Rational Part of the Creation, who 
are, or ought to be, much more 

fenfibly affefled with it? And by 

what Criterion are we to judge of 
this Matter, unlefs it be by the ufual 
Tokens and Effefts of the Love we 
bear to one another, which are di- 
ftinguifhed by fuch Circumftances, 
as, if (rightly obferved and applied,) 
would for the moll Part point out 
the Sincerity of it ; and what thofe 
are, need but juft be hinted at to 
make the Application here intended. 




AND REFLECTIONS. 17J 
" 'Tis natural for every Man, who 

• truly and fincerely loves his 
' Friend, to delire and delight to 
' fee and convcrfe with him as oft 
' as pollibly he can ; to open his 

■ Heart to him with Freedom and 

■ Famiharity, and to avoid Saying 

■ or Doing any Tiling which he 

■ knows will be difpleafing, or in 

■ any Relpedl injurious or provoking 

• to him. And could our Love to 

■ God be brought to bear that Teft 

■ in any Meafure or Degree it can 

■ be iuppoled capable of being ad' 

■ vanced to, how happy fhould we 
' be in the Conlequences that re- 
' fult from it, how earneft and 
' follicitous to reduce it to Praflice 
' in the feveral Duties and Obli- 

• gations we are call'd upon to pa' 
' to him." 



I 
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There is no Doubt a great DiiFe- 
rence and Diftin£tion to be made in 
this Cafe, on Account of the Tran- 
fcendent SubHmity of the Divine 
Being, and the Infinite Diftance there 
is between God and Man, with re- 
gard to our prefent State and Condi- 
tion in this lower World. But fame 
Equivalents there are of a Spiritual 
Nature, which, if devoutly made 
ule of, and duly applied, would ef- 
fetftually anfwer the End propofed 
by it — For Inftance ; We cannot fee 
God's Face, or hear his Voice ; but w« 
have the Glorious Privilege of being 
admitted to His Temple and His 
Altar, where he has promiled his more 
Immediate Prefence with us, as oft 
as we afl'emble together in His Name; 
as alfo to hear his facred Word read 
and preached, in which he h^sfpoken 
and declared His Will and Pleafure 
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to Mankind, and ftill continues to 
do ib l^ a ftanding Miniftry He has 
appointed in His Church for that 
Purpofe. 

A^in; We cannot ^ indeed^ enter 
into any Freedom or Familiarity of 
Converfation with God^ as we do with 
one another: But we are at fiill Li- 
berty, (as it is our Duty) to open 
our Hearts to Him, by confeffing 
and bewailing the feveral Tranf- 
greffions we are guilty of; to fet 
before Him our Wants and Gricv* 
ances of every Kind we at any Time 
lie under ; and consequently to im- 
plore His Pardon and Forgivenefs 
for the Former, together with the 
Blefllngs of his bountijEul Goodnefs 
and Mercy to afllft, and relieve us 
under the Latter, as fa)* as He 
in His infinite Wiidom fees meet 

Z and 
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and proper for us. All which, as 
it implies a Spiriritual Converfe and 
Communion with Him ; fb, if it be 
done in a proper Manner, by fuch 
{pecial Exercifes of Piety and De- 
votion, as have been already pointed 
out under a former Head ; we may 
aiTuredly depend upon His gracious 
Acceptance of them here, as the 
beft and only Means in our Power 
to prepare us for a Happy Admifilon 
to His Glorious Prefence in Heaven, 
where we Jhall fee Him as He ify 
and live for ever with Him. 



SECT. IV. 

On His Knowledge andWifdom, 

If God be a Being of Infinite 
Knowledge and Wifdom, as has 
been fhewn, this ought to create in 



AND REFLECTIONS. 179 
us an aweful Apprehenfion of His 
Prefence; and by Confequence, of 
His Privity to all that we acS or think. 
The firm Behef of which will have 
a double Influence upon us, by en- 
couraging us to do our Duty as well 
as reftraining us from the Wilful 
Tranigreflion of it; the one upon 
the Profpeft of Reward, the other 
for Fear of Puniflin:ient. For did 
Men really confider, that God fees 
in Secret, that his Eye pervades the 
Darknefs, and lays all Things Naked 
and Open before it ; that our pri- 
vate, as well as publick Aflions, are 
fully difcovered by Him ; with what 
Face could they allow themfelves in 
the Praflice of Lying and Perjury, 
Theft and Adultery, which even the 
Knowledge and Prefence of Men 
either wholly deters them from, or 
makes them afliamed of? 

Z 2 An 
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And if Fear and Shame (torn. 
Men have fuch an Influence upcM) 
us, What a Terror muft it need$ 
ftrike us with to refled, that, as dt 
as we are guilty of the like Vioe^ 
we are not only expofed to the 
View, but even to the Vengeance of 
Hini, who is both our Creator and 
our Judge. For the better avoid- 
ing of which, that remarkable Sen- 
tence (^Seneca to a daring Sinner 
of this Sort, may be very properljr 
apply*d: « Wouldfl thou fin fecurelyy 
fey s he, then find out a Place where 
God cannot fee thee ; but that thou art 
ajfured is impoffthky therefore why 
daft thou attempt it f" 

And this brings me in the next 
Place to fhew the Folly of Hypocrify 
and Diflimulation, and what a Va- 
nity it is to make a Shew of that 
Outwardly, which Inwardly, and in 

our 
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our Hearts we are not; to put on a 
Mafk of Religion, and appear beauti- 
ful withoutjwhen inwardly we ore full 
of Corruption and Uncleannefs. He 
that does this, does not only diflio- 
nourGod, by reverencing Men above 
Him, but does in Effed:, by a fecret 
Sort of Atheifin, dilbeHeve his Being. I 
For (as a pious Author exprefles it) 
a Man may as 'well deny there is a 
Sun, as deny its ejfential Property 
to (Jjine and enlighten the World. 

How greatly then does it behove 
us to conlider duly the Perfeftion of 
the Divine Underftanding, compared 
with the Blindnefs and Ignorance of 
our Own ; and learn firft to be hum- 
ble, and then to be good ; to admire 
and adore the Father of Lights, and ] 
pray for His Grace to enable us to 
vanquilh the Prince of Darknefs, by 
an alTiduous Endeavour to cafl off 
the 
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the U^orks He tempts us to ? Let us' 
dierefore, fiippofe ourfelves always 
under God's In^)edion, and live 
and a£l: as if we were fb. Let us 
not flatter ourfelves with the little 
Arts of Diiguife and G>ncealment, 
and whilfl we hide our Iniquities in 
our own Bofbms, think it fuffident 
jf? juftify ourfelves before Men : But 
by an open ConfefHon of, and Re- 
fblution againfl them, let us chai^ 
ourfelves with inward Purity and Ho- 
|ine&, and make it our chief Study 
to approve our Hearts before Hifftj 
Who will one Day judge us accord- 
ing to them, 



But farther, as God is infinitely 
Knowings fb is He likewife infinite- 
ly ^ife in the Adminiflration and 
Government of the World. What 
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a Pride and Folly then is it for Mac, 
either to meafure his Hopes and 
Happinefs by the notional Depth of 
his own PoUcy and Projeits, or to 
difpute the Reafonablenefs of God's 
Providence, when he meets with 
Difappointments from it? He that 
affefts to be wife in thefe Relpefts, 
does, in EfFefl proclaim himfelf a 
Fool; debafes the Wifdom of the 
Almighty, and deftroys the Re- 
putation of his own, by the iame 
Way he abfurdly propofes to raife it. 
For as God is the true Author and 
Fountain of all that is Great, and 
Good, and Happy ; fo Nothing elfe 
deferves the Name of Wifdom, but 
what leads us to a Dependance on 
that of God ; and thofe Councils are 
only lafe, that are formed upon an 
entire Submiffion to his Will, iti wham 
(as the Apoftle faysj are hid all tht 
Troht 
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Trtafurts ofWiJdom and Kwmledge^ 
and from whom alone we nnift ez- 
ped to receive them. 

Let us, therefore, lode up to 
God for this Divine Gift, and as iar 
as it is ccxnmunicaUe, endeavour to 
partake of the Benefits of it, by 
making Him the Ol:je6l of our Faith 
and Love, and His Laws the Rule of 
our Life and Converfatbn. And 

&ice the Race is not ahoays to the 
Swift y nor the Battle to the Strong ; 
fince the befl laid Defigns of Mm 
may, bjr the over-ruling Hand of 
Providence, be crufhed to Nothingk 
and the &eil Hopes defeated, let 
us not put our Confidence in the 
Arm of Flefli, or the Strength of 
our own Underflanding, but commit 
Ourfelves, and our Concerns to him, 
who knows us better than we do 
ourfelves, and diii)ofes all Things 

for 
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for the beft to thofe that put their 
Truft in Him. In a Word, Let 
us cafi our principal Care upon Hinty 
who careth for us^ and leave it to 
God, who made the World to go- 
vern and fuikin it. 



S E C T» V. 

On His Power and Dominion* 

The laft of the Divine Attri- 
butes I mentioned, is Power and 
Dofmnion, which, as it ought al- 
ways to be attended with Fear and 
Reverence •, fo it naturally obli^s 
us to SuhjeBion and Obedience: The 
£}rmer of which refpeds His Com- 
soands, the latter His Judgments 
and Punifhments. 

As to the firft, it will be necef- 
&ry for me, in order to do JufHce 

A a 
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to it, previoufly to obferve, that the 
Fear of God being in general but 
another Name for Reli^on (as taking 
in the whole Ck}mpals of the feveral 
Duties comprifed in, and required 
by it) is here to be underftood only 
of that particular Paffion and Affec- 
tion of the Mind, which is uflially 
diftinguifhed under the Names of 
Filial 2xA Servile Fear. And that 
God, as the great Creator and 
Governor of the World, has a juft 
Title to be feared and reverenced by 
His Creatures in both thefe Refpeds, 
is a Truth fb univerlally agreeable 
to the Dida.tes of Human Reaibn, 
as well as the Authority of Divine 
Revelation, that it would be need- 
lefs to trouble the Reader with Quo- 
tations to that Purpofe. 

The very Nature of Filial Fear 
(which implies a Mixture of- Divine 

Love 
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Love included in it) befpeaks our 
Obligation to the pious Exercife of 
it, as primarily due to the Almighty 
Lord and Father of Mankind ; and 
that not only in our Natural Capa- 
city, as^Men, but in a Spiritual one 
alfo, as Children adopted, redeemed, 
and Edified by Him to His Ho- 
nour and Servdce. Nor does this 

near Relation we thus bear to Him, 
in any Degree exempt us from that 
other Branch of Fear that is more 
properly call'd Z)r^^a?; which, tho' it 
ieems to be more Mercenary and dif- 
ingenuous than the former, is yet no 
lefs neceflary in our prefent Frail 
State to check and reftrain the Enor- 
mity of our finful Appetites and Af- 
fedions from getting the Afcendant 
over us, and to keep us fteady to 
thofe Divine Rules and Precepts 

A a 2 God 
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God has prefcribed us to fquare our 
Adions by. 

We are therefore very patheti-* 
cally exhorted and required by dir 
Apoftle St. PW, Phil. ii. 13. To 
work out our own Salvation with 
Fear and Trembling j ajjd that for 
this weighty Reafon, becaufe V« 
God that worketb in us to wU and to 
do after bis own good Pkafure* — For 
the better Underftanding of whiieh 
it will be proper to fubjoin this ihoit 
Remark, that the Fear and Trem- 
bling here meant is not flippc^^ tQ 
arife from the fervile Dread of future 
Punifhments (which the upright Chri- 
ftian may be prefumed to be entirely 
free from) but from that which he 
is more fenfibly afFeded with, the 
Fear of doing Defpight to the Spi- 
rit of Gracey in negleding his Di- 
vine Impulfes and Impreffions upon 

hk 
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Jiis Heart by the TiaQgre0lQii of 
thofe iacred Rules of Faith and Obe- 
dience, which the Gofpel of Chrift 
injoins: He is therefore called our 
Fellcw Labourer in this great Work 
of our Salvation ; who inipires us not 
only with the AbiUty, but the Will 
^d Inclination to fulfil the Condi- 
tions of it. Without which (as I 
have before proved) we are able to 
do nothing in fiich a Manner, as 
will entide us to God's Acceptance. 
How far the beft of Men have, 
and do fall ihort of this in fome 
Refpe6b, every true Ghriitian muft 
be left to judge for himfelf : But it 
muft with Grief, I fear be acknow- 
ledged, that the moving Expofbilations 
God was pleaied to make with his 
ownPeople the Jews — [IflbeaFatber 
where is my Honour ; if I be a Ma- 
Jier^ where is my Fear"] is but too 
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juftly applicable to the Generality <£ 
Chriftians on this Account.—^ — How 
nearly then does it concern us all 
to reflea impartiaUy on the Ingra- 
titude and Dan^r of any frequent 

or carelefs Negledt of fo important 
a Duty ? And make it our chief Care 
(as the Prophet David direds) to 
ferve the Lord isoith Fear^ and rejoice 
unto Him with Reverence* And then 
we may have the Comfort of making 
the fame Inference He did, that as 
God is not extreme to mark what is 
done amifsf (o there is Mercy with 
Himy therefore Jhall he be feared. 

But now, if the Righteous, or 
thofe that appear to be fo, in this 
View of the Cafe, are in fo hazardous 
a State, what can we fay, or think 
of that Infidel Set of Libertines (who 
profefledly difclaim all religious Obli- 
gations to it, but that they are un,-^ 
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happily given over to a Reprobate 
Mindy and ad in open Defiance of 

« 

the dreadful Judgments, He has 
threatened to the wilful Negled and 
Violation of it ? 

The falfe and pretended Pleas, 
they prefume to offer, in Vindica- 
tion of thefe Definitive Principles 
they profefs, are, Firfl, That they 
may avoid the Imputation of Cre- 
dulity on the one Hand, by taking 
Things upon Trufl, as their Fore- 
fathers had done, and of Cow- , 
ardice^ for fear of future Punifh- 
ment on the other, which they 
cannot bear the imaginary Reproach 
of on any Account. — And yet it is 
manifeflly true in Fad, from the Ab- 
liirdity of the novel Tenets they are 
drawn in to believe, as well as the 
irkibme Apprehenfions, which are 
the natural Refult of them ; " That 

there 
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there are None more jufUj cfaarg^-^ 
able with the Folly and Guilt of Both^ 
than this Seft of Free-Thinkers are j 
In that they do not only prefumpM 
tuoufly form to themfelves a Rule 
of Faith, without any Foundation at 
all for it ; But are remarkably tierri- 
fied at the Surprize of any extra- 
ordinary, or uncommon Events in 
the Spheres above, or in the earthly 
Regions here below; and tremble 
at the very Thoughts of the near 
Approach of Death; as being buC 
too Jenfible, that inflead cf putting 
an End to their Fears, it will only 
ierve to convince them, too late, of 
the real Grounds they had, or oughf 
to have had, for them. 

Which brings me of Courfe to the 
other Branch of Duty ariiing from 

this 
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this Attribute, viz. SuhjeSiion and 

Obedience to His Lcems.--^ And 

here the firft Thing required of 
us is, that we fhould not only 
confent to the Lanios of Gody that 
they are Goody by acknowledging 
the Fitnefs and Propriety of them to 
advance the Happinefs and Perfe<9ion 
of our Nature; but pay a ready and 
fubmifave Obedience to the feveral 
Precepts, Inftitutioris, and Judg- 
ments therein enaded; and be (o 
far from looking upon them as a 
Toke or a Burtheriy as to make them 
our chief Study and Delight, and 
efteem the DKcharge of our Service 
therein, to be indeed a PerfeSi Freedom, 
But as we are all of us, God 
knows, too apt to fall under his 
Difpleafure, by the frequent Breach 
or Negled of thefe Duties ; it is far- 
ther required, that, in cafe of our 

Bb J ^ 
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Disobedience to him, we fhould pa- 
tiently fubmit to his Divine San^ons, 
and take in good Part any Penalties 
or Punifhments He thinks fit to in- 
flict upon us for it. — And what can 
be more rational and equitable than 
this ? We cannot but all own, that as 
we are born in a State ofDependence on 
God, and owe all that we have, or ex- 
pe£t to have, to Him ? So he may juftly 
deprive us of any Blefling we enjoy 
or bring any Evil of Punifhment 
upon us, which he finds we deferve. 
and what Occafion then have we to 
repine at His thus dealing with us, 
when the Evils we fufFer here are 
for the moil Part as much fhort of 
our Tranfgreflions, as the Good 
Things we enjoy, are above, and 
beyond our Deferts ? 

Obedience, in the general Senfc 
of the Word, is Nothing more than 

what 
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1 what is owing to fuch Perfons, as in 
F any Superior Relation to us have a 
' Right to command. For the Apo- 
flle St. Peter tells us, i Ep. ii. 13. 
Tiat nee ought to fubmit ourfehes to 
every Ordinance of Man for the Lord's 
SahtiijhetheritbetotheKmgasfufreme, 
Or unto Governors, as unto them that 
are Jet over us by him ; and that not 
only for Wrath, but alfofor Confdence 
Sale. And if we are to pay fo much 
Honour and Homage to the our Earth- 
ly Princes and Magiftrates, how much 
more highly are we obhged to pay 
Obedience to his Statutes and Judg- 
ments, by whom Kings reign, and 
Princes decree 'Jujiice, and who, as 
the Divine St. John defcribes him, 
/?TO. xix. 1 5. has onHisVeflure, and 
tm his 'Thigh a Name, written. King 
of Kings, and Lard of Lords ? 



Bb2 
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Let us reflaf); then with an awe^ 
ful Reverence on the Excellency 
and Perfedion of thefe facred Laws, 
as well with Regard to the foverei^ 
Authority of the Divine Legiflatdr, 
from whom they are derived, as the 
exceeding Weight of Glory, or Mifety 
that attends the Keeping or Violating 
of them. Let us give them a di- 
ilinguifhed Preference to all other 
Laws we are here iubje£l: to, and 
lincerely endeavour, by a Confcien- 
tious Difcharge of all the Duties 
therein required, to demonftrate our 
juft Senfe of the Paflive Obedience 
and Subjection that is abfolutely due 
to Him, and the Firmnefs of our 
Faith and Affiance in His Holy 
Word, to make good the Rewards 
He has promifed to the former, and 
the Punifliments he has threaten*d 
to the latter on the laid Conditions. 

This, 
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This, if we do in Sincerity and 
Truth, we ihall not only promote 
our own Peace and Comfort, and 
alleviate the Afflictions He is here 
pleafed to bring upon us ; but, by 
the Light and Luftre of our good 
Works y fet forth the Pralfes of Him 
who has called us tofuch a High and 
Heavenly location in Chrift JefuSy 
and fulfil that important Precept of 
St. Pauly of doing all Things to the 
Glory of God* 






A 

SUBSEQUENT DISCOURSE 

ON 

DIVINE WISDOM, 

AND THE 

Many happy Fruits and Effefls of it 
both in this World and the Next. 

[AVING before finifhed, 
in the plaineft and moft 
ufefiil Manner I could, 
the Praflical Inferences from, and 
Remarks on the feveral Attributes 
before treated of, with Regard to 
the Duties ariiing from them, as 
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well as the Errors and Vices to which 
they ftand oppofed ; I think it far- 
ther incumbent on me, in order to 
excite my Readers to the Confcien- 
tious Difcharge of the foregoing Du- 
ties, to offer fome more perfuafivc 
and felf-interefting Motives and Ar- 
guments, in this DiiTertation upon 
the Abfolute Neceffity and Impor- 
tance of Divine Wifdom As it 

highly conduces far above any other, 
" not only to advance the Dignity 
of our Rational Faculties, by re- 
ftoring them to the Perfeflion in 
which they were created ; but alio 
to promote and fecure our temporal, 
as well as our fpiritual Happinefs, 
both in this World and the next." 

But before I proceed to the 
Proof of thefe Particulars, it will 
not be improper to obferve, by 
Way of Introduaion, That, as Man 
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is an Active and Inquifitive Crea- 
ture, whofe Thoughts are perpetually 
in Motion to improve his Rational 
Faculties in the Search of Truth i 
and whofe Defires are ever ftretching 
at (bmewhat above, or beyond his 
Reach in Purfliit of Happinefs^ ei- 
ther real or {lippos'd ; fo whatever 
tends moft to the Enlarging the One, . 
and the Completion and Satisfadion 
of the Other, mud be the beft and 
moft proper Object to employ his 
Thoughts upon; and that, no Doubt 
is the Knowledge of God, in the Re- 
ligion infHtuted by Him to that End. 

A Competent Skill and Know- 
ledge in the Cirde of Arts and 
Sciences, and the New Difcovaies 
and Improvements which have fiona 
Age to Age been made in die fevc- 
veral Branches of them, is doubtleis 
a very noble and uieful Employ- 
ment 
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ment for our Rational Faculties to be 
exerdfed in, As is that like- 
wife of the Hiftorical and Political 
States, as well as Languages of the 
feveral Nations around us in the 
World, which we have any Sort of 
Commerce or Correfpondence with : 
But how far fhort all thefe are of the 
Divine Knowledge of God and His 
Laws, is a Point fo felf-evident, that 
it admits of no Dilpute. 

It is recorded of King Solomon 
(who juftly bears the Charader of the 
wifeft Man, which any Age has ever 
produced) that when God was pleas'd 
to make an Offer of giving him any 
Thing whatlbever hefhould afk or de- 
fire, he made Choice of Divine Wif- 
dom, as the mod deiirable Blefllng 
that could be beftow'd upon him. All 
the Honours, Riches, and Enjoy- 
ments of every Kind, which this 

C c World 
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World could afford or his Heart 
could wifli for, were in his Efteem, 
we find, fo» far fi-om bemg gratefbl 
and iatisfadory to him, that upon a 
full Survey and Experince of them, 
he pronounced them all to be but 
Vanity and Vexation of Spirit. And 
what dfe has the common Expe- 
rience of every Age been fince, but 
One continued Proof and Confirma- 
tion of that Truth ? 



SECT. I. 

This being premifed concerning 
the Effential Worth and Excellence 
of Divine Knowledge in general, I 
now proceed to the Confideration 
of the two diftind Branches before- 
mentioned, into which it is divided, 
and to give you a tranfient View of 

the 
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the feveral Motives and Arguments 
tliat are ufually urged on each Head, 
to convince you of the Evidence of it, 

I . The firji of which ts, that this 
Divine Knowledge does^ above all 
others^ highly conduce to advance 
the Dignity of our Rational Na- 
ture^ by reftoring it to the Per- 
feSiion in which it was created. 

And this, as 'tis purely Ipecula- 
tive, implies the Impartment of fiich 
a Degree of it, as difcovers to us, 
not only the Nature and Attributes, 
but the PerfeAions and Operations 
of the Divine Being, in the feveral 
Manifeftations He has made of Him- 
felf, in his Works of Creation, Pro- 
vidence, and Redemption. Next 

it informs us concerning Ourfelves, 
what our Frame and Original is ; for 

C c 2 what 
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what End we were made; wherem 
our Felicity truly confifts, and how 
that Felicity is to be attained. — ^It 
teaches us from what Principles, by 
what Meafures, and upon what 
Grounds we fliould a6t; difcovers 
to us the Nature of Faith and Infi- 
delity, Truth and Falfehood, Virtue 
and Vice; and at the' fame Time 
propofes fuch powerfril Inducements 
to the One, and Difcouragcments 
from the Other, as Nothing but 
downright Folly and Obftinacy can 

poffibly withftand: In ftiort, it 

infpires us with the Contemplation 
of the moft glorious and important 
Truths, recommended to us in the 
nobleft and moft refined Syftem of 
Moral Precepts that can poffibly be 

conceived; and the more efFec- 

tually to engage us in the Belief of 
the former, and the Pradice of the 

latter, 
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latter, it fills us with the Hopes of 
the moft ravifliing Joys and Delights 
on the one Hand, and the Fears 
and Apprehenfions of the moft Ex- 
quifite Miferies on the other, that 
Human Nature is capable of forming 
any Idea of. 

But what makes this Wifdom 
and Knowledge yet more valuable is, 
that it is not grounded on the Natu- 
ral Deductions of Reafon only, or 
the conjeftural Opinions and Tradi- 
tions of Men ; but upon the infalli- 
ble Authority of God Himfelf, con- 
veyed to us by plain and pofitive 
Teftimonies, fufficient with equal 
Influence and Evidence, to enhghten 
the Simple, as well as to convince 
the Wife. For even the Ignorant 
and lUiterate (as has been before 
Ihewn) are capable of attaining to 
this Wifdom, if they feek it at the 
Source 
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Source from whence it ipiings, the 
Ikcred Grades of the Divine Word, 
and attend to the DitSlates of the 
Blefled Spirit, whofe proper Office 
it is to illiuninate and dire<9: them in 
fuch a Search. 

Nor does this Knowledge only 
conduce to refine and enlighten our 
Rational Faculties, by clearing them 
from Error, Ignorance, and Doubt ; 
but by repreienting to our Minds 
the Beauty and Purity of Chriflian 
Truth and Virtue, it frees the Heart 
from vicious Habits, and ftubborh 
Inclinations, and diipofes the whole 
Man to an univerfal Obedience and 
Cbnformity to the Will and Word 
of God. All which is comprized 
in that noted Teftimony of St. Peter 
in his iecond Epiftle, c. i. v. 6, 7, 
where he tells us, that it adds to our 
Faith Virtue^ to Virtue Godlinefs^ 

tQ 
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to Godlmefs Brotherly Kindnefs^ and 
to Brotherly Kindnefs Charily, And 
then (libjoins this Aflurance, that if 
thefe Things he in us, and abound, 
ive Jhall neither he barren nor unfruit'* 
Jul in the fever al good Works that 
fhwfrom them. 

The firft and principal Faculty 
of our Souls is the Underfanding, 
whofe only Aim - and Delight is 
Truth I and what is Truth, or where 
is it to be found, but in the Contem- 
plation of God, and his Divine Laws f 
The Dedudions of Reafbn from the 
Natural ObfervatitMi of Things, (as 
every Day's Experience teaches us) is 
often fallible, always imperfeft. Our 
very Senfes, which are the Inlets of 
this Experience, by which the Ideas 
of Things are conveyed to the Mind, 
are apt to delude us with falfe Ap- 
pearances, even in the Natural C 
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quencesofCaufes and EfFed:s. How 
dark and confufed then muft our 
Ideas be of Things fupematural ; of 
the {piritual A6ls of Faith and Piety ; 
of the Happinefs of Heaven, and 
the Way that leads us to it, without 
the Influence of the Wifdom that 
comes from abovCy which is alone 
fufficient to dire<9: us therein ? 

As it is therefore of the grcateft 
Importance imaginable, to have the 
Underftanding rightly informed by 
this Divine Light ; fb it cannot but 
raife a Pleafiire in the Will, and 
Conformity in the AiFedions, to ex- 
ecute and put in PradHce what that 
propofes. For to what elfe fhould 
a Man's Will incline him, but to 
the Profecution of that which he 
knows to be his Happinefi, as well 
as his Duty ? And what can more 
effedtually engage his Affedtions, 

than 
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than that, which alone can fill up 
the Meafure of them ? 

The Pleafures of Flefh and Senfe ' 
are fo contradidory to the Principles 
of that {piritual Wifdom God has im- 
prefled on our Minds, that they can- 
not but make Life very uneafy and 
uncomfortable. Whereas the Du- 
ties of Religion, which are in all 
Refpeds conformable to thefe Prin- 
ciples, ftrike a perpetual Harmony 
upon the Soul, compofe the Thoughts, 
and cahn the Affections, and diflufe 
iiich a fweet Complacency through 
all the Powers of it, that the very 
Argument of Pleafure^ which is ge- 
nerally the greateft Prgudice againffc 
the Exercife of this Wifdom, does, 
when rightly flated, prove the befl 
Motive to induce us to it. 

It mufl, no Doubt, be owned, 
that fo long as the Soul is confined 

Dd to 
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to the Body, there will be fome 
Strug glings of the Flejh againfl the 
'Spirit \ and thefe two Principles being 
oppofitc in their Nature, cannot as 
(St. PWhimfelf experienced) but raife 
frequent Jars and Contentions within 
us, which require fome Care and 
Pains to overcome. But as the chief 
Difficulty is only in the firft Onfet, 
at our firft Entrance upon a reli- 
gious Courfe of Life ; fo *tis made 
every Day more eafy and agreeable 
by the Influence of Divine Grace, 
and the Aflurance of Succefs, if we 
earneftly ftrive and contend for it. 
And who would decline or ftart 
back from fuch an Engagement, 
which he's aflured is to end in fo 
triumphant a Victory? A Victory, 
attended with more true Pleafure 
and Satisfaction than all the Vo- 
Juptuaries of this World can in 

Reality 
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Reality propofe to themfelves, from 
the profufeft and moft Exquifite of 
Senflial Enjoyments. 



SECT. II. 

Having thus far fet before you 
the many Happy and Glorious Ef- 
fects of this Divine Wifdom and 
Knowledge, in Relpect of its Agree- 
ablenefs to our Natural Faculties, 
The next Thing to be coniidered is, 

2dly, T^e Moral and Rational 
Tendency it has to promote and 
fecure our Temporal •^ as well as 
our Spiritual Happinefsy in this 
Life and the next, 

^ii/^d here, if the infpired Advice 
wd*dplhion of King Solomon^ and 

D d 3 that 
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that too founded on his own Expe* 
rience, have any Weight with us, 
(as it ought to have the greateft) we 
find him fo full and emphatical in his 
Declarations with Regard to the fol- 
lowing Particulars, that I cannot bet- 
ter open my Way to them, than 
in the Words of that Noble Cha- 
racter he gives us of this Wi/Hom, 
She is more precious^ fays he, than 
Rubies^ and all the Hoings thou canfi 
dejire are not to be compared unto 
her. Her Merchandize is better 
than the Merchandize of Silver^ and 
the Gain thereof than fine Gold\ 
Length of Days are in her Rights- 
Hand^ and in her Left-Hand Riches 
and Honour. Her Ways are Ways 
of Pleafantnefs^ and all her Paths 
are Peace. Prov, iii, 13, I4> &c. 

To 
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To illuftrate and evince the 
Truth of which Aflertions, and fet 
thefe Temporal Bleffings in the 

cleareft Light I can The firft I 

think proper to mention, as the mc^ 
general and comprehenfive of the 
Reft, are Health and Profperity, 
With Regard to the former, I need 
only appeal to the common Expe- 
rience of Mankind to determine, 
whether the Moderation, or Exoefi 
of our Paffions and Plealures be moft 
conducive to the Health of the Body ? 
The Fatigues the Mifer feels in his too 
eager Purfuit of Wealth; theFrettings 
and Vexations of the Envious and 
Uncharitable; the Oppreilivc Surfeits 
of the Luxurious and Intemperate, 
and the too common Weaknefs and 
Rottennefs of Conftitution, which 
the Debauchee entails upon himfelf 
and his Pofterity, — cannot but in- 

1 

-^e 
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duce them all (if they would, freely 
{pesk their Thoughts] to own and 
lament this felf-evident Truth — p-«-p 
*< That there are Multitudes more 
that cut fhort their own Lives by 
the Tranlports of Paffion, Senfiialily, 
and Intemperance, who wafte and 
confume their Strength, by offering 
Violence to Nature, than of thoie 
who luffer Nature to finifh itsCourfe 
by gende, and regular, and gradual 
Decays. 

The natural Confequencc of all 
which is, that as every vicious lewd 
Man, is, in Efled:, if not a Fe/o de 
fey yet (what is next a-kin to it) the 
worft and greateft Enemy to him- 
felf in the World ; lb it is the Vir-r 
tuous Man only, who curbs and rcrr 
ftrainsthelmpetuofiiefs ofhisPafllons 
and Lulls, and lives within the Bounds 
of Morality and Religion, that truly 

confults 
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confults his Health, that preferves 
and improves his Sprightlinefs and 
Vigour, and anfwers the proper Ends 
of his natural, as weU as his fpiritual 
Life. 

Nor is Religion lefs conducive 
to our Temporal Profperityy than it 
is to our Natural and Bodily Health. 
For from whence fprings the Af- 
fluence of Wealth and Profperity, 
but from the over-ruling Order and 
Dilpenfations of Divine Providence : 
Is not God the Giver of every good 
Gift P Is not every Thing we enjoy 
the Effed of his Bounty? Alid who 
has lb juft a Title to his Favour, as 
he that endeavours to obey his Will, 
and to worfhip and ferve him as he 
has appointed ? 

But not to infill upon this Ar- 
gument (which the Prolperity of the 
Wicked, in their corrupt Way of 

Thinking, 
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Tliinking, is apt to make lefs popu* 
lar and perfiiafive than it ought to 
be) if we consider but the Moral 
Tendency of Religion in this Matter, 
we fhall find in EffeA the whole 
Circle of Virtues mutually conJ|)iring 
to advance and make up the Righ« 
teous Man's Fortune ; and muft 
confequently be obliged to ac- 
knowledge and allow, that as all 
Vice in general, is deftru<JHve of our 
Happinefs, fo all the Virtues in par- 
ticular, in one Relpedt or other, are 
the fureft Means to conduce to the 
Attainment and Completion of it, as 
may be made appear from the fol- 
lowing Particulars, of which. 

The firft I fhall mention are thofe 
of Temperance and Chajiity^ which, 
whatever a Man's prelent Circum- 
flances may be, reduce his Wants 

into 
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into fo narrow a Compafs, that tho' 
he have never fo little, thefe Virtues 
enable him, not only to live com- 
fortably and contentedly upon it, 
but fometimes to increafe and im- 
prove it to fuch a Height, as to drsvt 
upon him the Cenliare of Ibme of his 
Invidious Neighbours, to call in 
Queftion the Probity and Juftice 
of his Dealings, and reproach him as 
much for his prefent Affluence, as 
before they defpifed him for his Po- 
verty andNeceffity. 

With Regard, indeed, to the 
Virtues of "Jufiice and Integrity^ it 
mull be owned, they will not fuffer 
the true Chriftian to run thole Lengths 
that other Men do, but reftrain him 
from faying and doing many Things, 
which your wordly-wife never ftick 
at to bring about their Defigns. But 
E;» even 
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dven thefeReftraints, generally fpeak'- 
ing, are rather fubfervient to his 
Wealth and Advancement) thain 
Hindrances of his Progrefs in the 
Way to it. For, though he keeps 
ftridly to the Paths of God's Com- 
mandments, (which are, and ought 
to be, the Boundaries of his Pur- 
fuits) yet, it cannot but be acknow- 
ledged, — ^That, what is obferved of 
the Traveller, who confines hitnfelf 
to the Fences of his Road, without 
deviating into By-Paths of his own 
chufing, is properly applicable to 
the Cafe n6w before us, viz. ''That 
he always comes furer, and lome- 
times fooner to his Journey's End, 
than He that leaps over all Inclo- 
fures, to follow a more licentious 
and extravagant Aim. 

And the Realbn of this is fo very 
obvious, that it fpeaks for itfelf. 

For 
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For does not all Trufl and Confidence 
in Trade, or Bufinefs, depend upon 
the Credit and Integrity of the Per- 
fon engaged in it ? Is not every Man 
averle to be cheated or deceived, 
wronged, or outwitted ? And don't 
we always liiipetft and avoid that 
Perfon whom we know to be falfe 
crafty, and defigning ? This is what 
the fraudulent Dealer Himfelf is fo 
fenfible of, that as he readily allows 
Honefty to he the hefi Policy ., lb he 
pretends not to cheat, but under the 
Malk and Covert of it. And if the 
bare Pretence of Honefty and Juftice 
be fo neceffary an Expedient to thrive 
in the World, how much more muft 
the Sincerity of it conduce to this 
End? 

Tricking and Injuftice may for 

a while lie hid under fuch Difguifes, 

and fo long as it does fo, it may no 

E e 2 Do-' 
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Doubt be ferviceable to anfwer that 
Purpofe. But whenever it is dif- 
covered, as fooner or later it is fure 
to be, (for a Lying Tongue, feys 
Solomon, is but for a Moment, and 
he that perverteth his Ways pall be 
known) the natural Effeift and Confe- 
quence of which is, that it expofes the 
Delinquent to Cenfure, and Re- 
proach, and puts others upon their 
Guard to beware of, and avoid him. 
So that by catching unlawfully at alittle , 
prefent Profit on this or thatOccafion, 
he lofes all the future Advantages he 
might have reaped by honeft Mea- 
tliods, and does in effeft difable an4 
incapacitate himfelf for carrying on 
liis Prqjefts and Defigns with Succefe. 
But fuppofing on the other Hand, 
that he Ihould be fo Artful in his 
Difguifes, as to efcape the Difcovery 
and Cenfure of the World ; or fo 
fortunate 



I 
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fortunate, as to grow rich and great 
under the worft of Charafters ; yet, 
as all his Aftions are naked and open 
to the Eyes of God, who hates and 
punilhes Iniquity to future Genera- 
tions; fo His Acquirements, being 
founded and raifed upon Injuftice, 
are fo far from being a Eleffing, that 
fooner or later they are fure to bring 
a Curfe and Judgment with them in 
the End, which like a Caftker will 
eat out, and confume his RJlate. 

Upon the whole therefore it may 
juftly be inferred that it is the honeft 
and upright Man only, who will not 
fuffer himfelf to be biafled by any 
mercenary Views to do the leaft Bafe 
or Unwarrantable AtSion, that is moft 
likely to meet with Prolperity and 
Succefs. He has the Word of God to 
diredthisSteps, theProvidence ofGod 
to concur with him in his Defigns, 
and 
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and the united Favour and |;ood 
Opinion of Meii to (oswud and af- 
fift him in &e ProfecudiQ^ df thenu 
And, though with ^tthde:heibin&> 
times naiflies of his Aim> (isis in iiich 
a World of Viciilitudjas, diere's no 
Method (o certain c^ pifffi:&)g anjjr 
End, but what in the general tCouiie 
of Human Afiairs may [ibmetimes 
fail of Suceei^) yet as Hoia^Ry has 
always the beft Title to it, fo it is 
doubdefs the MnSsA and beftMeadire^ 
that any Man can taks to anfwer 
that Purpofe. 

SECT. ni. 

But there is yet beiide this, ano^ 
ther Rank of Virtues, that oi^t 
never to be left out of the Wifer 
man's Charader, viz. his Cbars(y 
and Beneficence f which though they 

feem 
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feem to make againft him in this 
Argument, are yet as certainly in- 
ftrumental to his temporal Profperity • 
as any of the other before-mention'd. 
A Good Man is merciful and bene- 
volent, as well as Righteous and Juft, 
and thinks it as much his Duty to 
forgive an Injury, to beftow an 
Alms, and difpenfe his Bounty to 
thofe that need it, as either to be 
Juft, Chafte, or Temperate. 

And let no Man fear, that his 
Honour vcill be echps'd, his Eftate 
diminifhed, or his Funds exhaufted 
by thefe Methods ; but rather refleft 
and confider with himfelf, how many 
have been ruined for the Want of 
them : What fair - Eftates, for in- 
ftance, have been thrown away in 
contentious Suits, the Owners of 
which, if they could have put up a 
little Injury or Lois, might no I 
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have been Rich and Happy ; How 
many Friends have been loft, how 
many Enemies created, by an ill- 
timed and tenacioufnefs of Temper, 
which an Open-handed Bounty, 
rightly apply'd, would certainly have 
prevented. 

The Wife Man tells us, there 
is a T'ime to fpend^ as well as 
a Time to /pare, and whenever 
that Time comes, the Diftribution 
of our Wealth, where the [Obliga- 
tions, either of Nature, Kindred, 
or Society feem to call for it, is for 
the moft Part a much furer Way to 
advance a Man's Fortune, and in- 
creafe his Store, than the moft 
anxious Care of getting and hoarding 
it up for the moft advantageous Pur- 
chafe that falls within his Reach. 
So that even in the ordinary Courfe 
of Human Afcirs, tjiat Remark 
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of the Wife Man is literally verified, 
that as the with-holding more than is 
meet tendeth to Poverty ; fo he that 
fcattereth Jhall yet encreafe^ the li- 
beral Soul Jhall he made fat ^ and he 
that water eth Jhall be watered alfo 
himfelf. Prov. xi. 25. 

Nor do thefe Virtues tend only 
to the Encreafe of Wealthy but to 
the Advanceraent of a Man's Ho- 
nour and Reputation in the World. 
For as Religion is doubtlefs the 
Foundation of true Honour ; fo Ho- 
nour is a juft Debt that is due to 
Religion, and there are few io profli- 
gate, as to refufe to pay it. 

The Spirit of Envy and Ill-Na- 
ture is apt indeed upon all Occafions, 
to caft a Mift before Virtue by Ca- 
lumny and Detra<ftion. — But this is 
a Mift that is fbon difpelled, and 
then the Religious Man's Charaffcec, 

Ff e 
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like the Sun when it breaks through 
the Clouds that intercept it, does 
afterwards fhine forth with a more 
refplendent Brightnefs. The Re- 
proach he fufFers is for the Sake of 
God's Honour, and God, who never 
fails to vindicate His Servants, ^ves 
Him the Afliirance of this Ptomife, 
, that He will make His Bigbteoufnefs 
as clear as the Lighty and His jufi 
Dealing as the Noon-Day, 

In fhort, there is fuch a Luftre 
refledted from Piety and Virtue, as 
does not only ftrike and attrad the 
Admiration, but wonderfiilly gains 
upon the Heart and Affe<ftions, and 
f ecommends a Man to the Favour and 
Intereft of all that know him. All 
Ranks of his Acquaintance are for 
the moft Part forward to confide in, 
and employ him, and, if his Abi- 
lities 
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lities be aniwerable to his Piety and 
Virtue, to raife and promote him 
(which every Age hath afforded us 
divers Inftances of) to the Higheft 
Polls of Dignity and Truft in the 
Civil, as well as the Eccleliaftical 
State. But whether he aftually at- 
tains to it, or not, he has flill a juft 
Claim to be honoured for the di- 
ftinguilhed Regard he pays to the 
Principles of the Religion he pro- 
fefles, and his confcientious Dif- 
charge of the feveral Duties it 
obliges him to ; without which Ho- 
nour is but an empty Name, that 
neither deferves, nor meets with 
more than an outward Refpeft. 

Quality and Nobility of Blood, 
with the Power and Authority that 
generally attends it, have doubtlefs 
many Temporal Advantages in them, 
which fit Men for Great and Gene- 
F f 2 rou 
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rous Undertakings, and give them 
various Opportunities to do much 
Good in the World ; but if fiich 
Perfons negled, or abufe thefe Ad- 
vantages, by Indolence and Senfiia- 
lity, or by proftituting their Honour 
and Power to Bafe and Impious 
Adions; if they prove Falfe to 
God by Licentioufiiefs and Profane- 
nefs, or Falfe to Men by Fraud 
and Oppreflion ; though they have 
the outward Air of fbmething that 
looks great; yet having nothing 
truly Noble or Honourable in them- 
felves, they forfeit all that inward 
Efteem and Refped of the Mind, 
which their Quality and Stations 
would otherwife command. It is the 
Religious Man only that has a Title to 
this, or can exped hereafter to reap 
the Benefit of it, in the future Re- 
tribution of a more glorious Reward. 

SECT. 
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SECT. IV. 

I 

* t 

Having thus fet before you the 
feveral Outward Bleflings and Ad- 
vantages of every Kind, that natu- 
rally flow from the Exercife of this 
Divine Wifdom ; I now proceed to 
do Juftice to the laft Branch of the 
Character the Wife Man has here 
given of it, Tlfaf her Ways are the 
Ways of Pleafantnefsy and all her 
Paths are Peace. In order to which 
it is previoufly to be obferved, That, 
as Man is by Nature a Rational 
Creature, privy to, and confcious of 
his own Actions, fb he is always 
ready to accufe as well as excufe him- 
felf, according to their Agreeable- 
nefs or Difegreeablenefs to the ftand- 
ing Rules of God's Word by which 
they are, or ought to be direded. 

And 
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. — And the more fb upon Account 
of the due Medium this Principle 
preferves between two Extremes; 
without deviating into either of them, 
for the Sake of any Temporal Inte- 
reft and Advantage on the one Hand, 
or the Fear of any Mifchief or Pre- 
judice on the other, to divert or deter 
him from the due Difcharge of his 
Duty. 

This, infliort, is the True Prin- 
ciple which every Religious Good 
Man thinks himfelf obliged to be 
aduated by ; and 'tis a Principle fo 
fteady and uniform, and confiftent 
with itfelf, that it never fails of an- 
fwering the chief and ultimate End 
propofed by it in a future State. 

Whereas that on the contrary, 
which the Habitual Sinner makes 
Choice of to condud himfelf by, is 
always various and mutable, and 

deftruc- 



DIVINE WISDOM. 231 

deftruflive of itfelf ; As being ill 

Effeft no better than a vile Compound 
of feveral Vices of different Sorts^ 
which are for the raoft Part oppofite 
to, and incompatible with each other} 
and muft of Courfe therefore be fup- 
pofed to create a perpetual Uneafi- 
nefs in the Sinner's Mind. 

Upon this Account it is, with 
great Juftice and Propriety obferved 
by the Prophet Ifaiah li. 20. That 
the Wicked are like the troubled Sea, 
when it cannot rejt, nsihofe Waters cajl 
up Mire and Dirt. — The true Con- 
ftruftion of which is, that the inward 
Remories and Perplexities they are un- 
der froni the importunate Craving of 
the feveral Vices they are enilaved by, 
are apt to raile fuch a perpetual 
Ferment in their Breads, as will not 
admit of any real or lafting Enjoy- 
ments, — ^- — And what is yet more 
grievous 



232 DISCOURSE ON 
grievous and deplorable is, ** That 
whilft they are under the cufto-» 
mary Dominion of Sin, it is no 
more in their Power to change 
their Courfe of Life, than it is for 
the Ethiopian to change his Skiny or 
the Leopard his Spots ^ which are na« 

tural to them. 

SECT. V. 

For this very Reafbn and Mo- 
tive it is, that we find all the 
Moralifls in general (Heathens as 
well as Chriftians) do univer&Uy 

agree in this important Truth— ^-^ 

" That as there is no true Pleafurc 
or Happinefs in this World without 
the Teftimony of a good Confcience; 
fo the only Way to fecure and enjoy 
it, is to abflain from all wilfiil and 
prefumptuous Sins by endeavouring, 
as far as our depraved Nature will 

allow 
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allow, to keep our Con/cieTJces void 
of Offence J both towards God and ' 
towards Man. 

And how is this to be otherwife 
effected, but by a regular and reli- 
gious Obfervance of the feveral Du- 
ties contained in the two Tables of | 
the Covenant, as they were delivered : 
by God to Mofes under the Law; 
and afterwards explained and en- 
larged upon by Chrift himlelf in his 
excellent Sermon upon the Mount at 
the Preaching of the Gofpel. All 
which Duties (as far as the Morality 
of them reaches) are univerfaUy obli- 
gatory to all Mankind as fuch. 

But this being an Obligation too 
extenfive and difficult for us to an- 
fwer (in that depraved State of Na- i 
ture our firft Parents had entailed ] 
upon us) without the all-powerful 
Mediation and Interpoia! of Chrift t 
G g th( 



234 DISCOURSE ON 
the Son of God in our Behalf; he 
was pleafed out of his infinite Com- 
paffion and Fellow-feeling of our In-. 
firmities, not only to inftnift us in 
the Nature of the feveral Branches of 
the aforefaid Duties, but to enable 
us by his Grace to dilcharge them 
in fuch a Manner as will entitle 
them to his Acceptance at his future 
Tribunal. 

It was for this Purpofe he firft 
appointed and prefcribed that golden 
Rule of Equity of Doing as lea would 
lie done by^ with Regard to the Love 
and Charity we owe to one another; 
which is in all Refpefts fo wifely 
and exactly adapted to the natural 
Sentiments and Inclinations of our 
Fellow Creatures, that it will not 
with the leaft Shadow of Reafon ad-. 
mit of any Exceptions to palliate or 
excufe the wilful Trangreffion of it. 
That 



\ 
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That we may not therefore be 
wanting in our beft Endeavours to at- 
tain {0 noble and defirable an End, 
the mod likely Method for every 
true Chriftian to take in the private 
Condutft of his Life ; is to acAiftom 
himfelf each Night before helies down 
to Sleep to examine into and recoi- 
led; the feveral Occurrences and Paf- 
lages of the preceding Day ; to im- 
plore God's Pardon for whatever he 
finds amifs either in his Thoughts, 
Words, or Deeds, which he knows, 
or has Reafon to fear, will be con- 
finied as a Breach of Duty in any 
of thoic Refpetfts ; with a ftudious 
Refolution to guard againft it for the 
future. 

By the due Exercife of which 

Duty, and the Happy Confequences 

of it, he is fure not only to be at 

Peace within Himfelfj but may 

G g 2 fafely 
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(afely and feciirefy lay down to take 
his Reft, without the Icaft Appre- 
hendon pf any Hazard <^ his Future 
State ; even tho' God fliould think 
fit to Call him hence before the next 
I>ay dawns, w the Evening Sun fets 

and clofes in upon him. His Cafe 

will then be like that of the Faith- 
ful Servant in the Gfolpel, who 
being ready prepared to meet and 
attend hh Lord at what Hourjoever 
be came, was entitled to receive a 
welcome Euge from him, and in 
the End to be admitted to enter into 

his Joy. Luke xxv. 

But then fince we are not born 
for ourfelves alone, but for the fpi- 
ritual and temporal Good of the 
Community whereof we are Mem- 
bers ; 'tis ferther to be confidered, 
- that as we live in a State of Depen- 
dance upon gv^ another, and are 

under 



under mutual Obligations in the fe- 
veral Ranks and Stations of Life that 
Providence has placed us in, to con- 
tribute what lies in our Power to 
the publick Welfare and Intereft and 

Support of the whole. So there 

are relative Duties incumbent upon 
all under their Care and Charge ; ' 
which thofe of a fuperior Rank and ' 
Power above the Reft (whether Ma- 
giftrates or Mafters, Parents or Guar- 
dians) are in Confcience obliged by 
the natural Laws of civil Societies 
to put in Execution, that they may 
not themfelves become accountableto 
God for their wilful Neglefl: of it. 

How nearly then does it concern 
all fuch Parents andMafters in particu- 
lar not only to inftill the true Prin- 
ciples of Piety and Religion into the 
Minds of their Children and Servants, 
and other Dependants upon them, 



1 
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but al(b to reprove, correft, and pu- 
ni/h the wilftiU Tranlgreflbrs of them, 
as the Nature of their Crimes de- 
ferves. 

And what other Method can be 
thought of more fuitable and efBca- 
cious to this important End, than 
the regular and conftant Exercile 
of fuch Forms of Family Prayers and 
Devotions, as they think moft iit for 

that Ufe ? A Duty, (which how 

little foever it has of late Years been 
reduced to Praflice) has ever been 
eileemed in all former Ages as one 
of the beft Prefervatives againft that 
impetuous Flow of Infidelity and Li- 
centiouinefs, that in the Opinion of 
the beft and wifeft Men amongft 
us, are in a great Meafure imputed _ 
,to the notorious Negleft of it. ■ 

From this double View of the 
Cafe, and the different Confequences 
of 



I 
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of it in each of thefe Refpefts, 'tis 
natural and obvious to infer what 
heavy Judgments and Punifliments 
the Libertine Houiholder (under 
whofe Roof the Name of Chrift is. 
blafphemed, his Laws defpis'd, and 
his Worfliip negleiSed) muft be ex- 

pofed to, on the one Hand, And 

\vliat gracious Promifes of Bhfs and 
Happinefs are fure to attend the true 
Chriftian on the other, in the Life 
that jiffw is, as 'well as that which is 
to come. The Truth and Certainty 
of both which Sanftions, and the 
proper Application of them to the 
prefent Purpofe, being fully and dj- 
ftinftly recorded in Holy Writ, I 
need only appeal to the Divine Au- 
thority of the Book of Deutronotny, 
where they are delivered by Mojes 
from the Mouth of God himlelf, 
and that in the moft folemn and pa- 



I 
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thetic Terms that can poffibly be 
expreffed ; as more particularly ap- 
pears in the 28 th Chapter of the 
laid Book, which together with the 
many well known Precepts and Ad- 
monitions frequently mentioned in 
the New Teftament to the like 
Effefl, I take leave to recommend 
to the pious Reader's Peruial for his 
farther Satisfadion therein. 



SECT. V. 



From all which it is beyond 
Contradidion evident, that as Peace 
and Happinefs is the natural Eifefl 
and Confequence of a religious Life, 
and has the fame folemn Promifes in 
the Divine Word of the likeBleffings, 
in the prefent, as well as in the fu- 
ture State ; fo the fame Conclufion 
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is equally applicable to both; viz. 
** That whoever makes it his Chief 
Endeavour in the General Courfe 
and Condudb of his Life confcien- 
tioufly to difcharge his Duty to God 
upon Earth, cannot fail of being at 
Peace, and happy with him in 
Heaven. 

Nor is he lefs fecure of being 
likewife at Peace with his Fellow- 
Chtiftians here below, to whofe Fa- 
vour and Friendfliip he may well be 
luppoled to recommend himfelf by 
all the Neighbourly, Humane, and 
Beneficent Offices he has been ready 
when any proper Occafions ofFer'd,, 

to affift and oblige them with ; : 

And (what comes yet nearer to the 
Spirituality of the Golpel) by his 
charitible pardoning and forgiving 
of all injuries or Af&onts, and after 
^e Example of our Blefled Lord 

H h endeavour- 
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endeavouring in like manner to over^ 
come Evil with Good, — Upon all which 
Motives and Confiderations it is that 
we are with great Juftice and Proprie- 
ty afliired by the Prophet Ifaiab^ 
xxxii. 1 7. in the Name of God him- 
felf ; That the Work of Righteoufnefi 
is Peace ^ and the EffeSi of Righteouf" 
nefs ^hiietnefs and AJfurance for ever. 
But as thcfe Temporal EfFeds are 
only the Forerunners, the previous 
Marks andTokens of that eternal Peace 
and Happinels, which are to be the 
Portion of juji Men made perfeSi ia 
another World : lb they are far fhort 
of that confiimmate State of Blils 
and Glory which God has refervedfor 
all thofe that truly love and obey him j 
who (as a certain Confequencc of 
this) will then be admitted to the 
unlpeakable Happinefs of the Beati- 
iick Viiion in Heaven, where they 

wiU 
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will fee God Face to Face in his ut- 
moft Splendor and Glory, enjoy the 
Blefled Society of an innumerable 
Gampany of Angels and Spirits a- 
bove, and live forever with them in 
Chrifts Heavenly Kingdom. 

The Conclufion therefore that 
naturally arifes from the Whole, muft 

be; That, fince this Divine Wif- 

dom, as it denotes Religion, is fo 
perfedive of our Rational Nature, 
and carries it's own Reward along 
with it, not only in this Life, but 
in that which is to come (as under 
the feveral Heads before mention d I 
have endeavour'd to prove it does) 
How forcibly does this engage us all 
to keep ftridly to the Rules pre- 
fcribed by it, in the Direction and 
Condud of our Principles and Ac- 
tions to that End ? And how inex- 
cufable muft be the G^ndemnation 

Hh 2 of 
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of thole Nominal Chriftians among 
us, who, quite contrary to their Pro- 
feflion, forfeit all the Happineis they 
would otherwife have a Claim tb, 
by an Obftinate Averfiofl and Oppo- 
lition to it? 

A Way of ading lb ablblutely 
contradidlory to the Principles of 
Human Realbn, and even to tholH 
of Self-Love and Self-Prefervation, 
which the Law of Nature has, in 
an elpecial Manner, imprcfled upon 
all Mankind ; that there mull lurely 
be fome other Extraordinary Motive 
they are unwilling to own, which 
infenlibly induces them to be re- 
conciled to it. They mull either 
be infatuated and deluded by the 
Spirit of Darknefs, (who lies in wait 
to deceive) or be drawn into it by 
the corrupt Communications of thofe 
who are unhappily under the like 

Influence, 



DIVINE WISDOM. 245 

Influence, to deny or call in QuefHoo 
the Divine Authority of the Holy 
Scriptures, and the Certainty of a 
Picture State. 

For as 'tis hardly poffible to cott'- 
^eive how that could be effeded, 
if there was not a Root of Infidelity 
lurking in the Heart, to allure and 
excite them to it^ (o it muft be this, 
$nd this alone that can reafbnably be 
liippoied to work them up to fuch 
a ^l-hardy Refolution, as to hazard 
their Future Stat^ upon fo precarious 
a Bottom, or make them in any 
Meailire eafy imder fo open and 
daring a Contempt of God, and his 
Laws. 

Nor is there any other End or 

Purpofe they can be prefumed to 
propofe by it, unlefs it be to rid 

themfelves of the Obligations they 

are under in the Chriftian State, to 

part 
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part with, or lay a Reftraint upon 
their darling Lufts and Vices, which, 
in their prefent Way of jud^g and 
ading, feem to them more defireable 
than even Heaven itfelf. 

I might here again remind thefe 
unhappy Gentlemen of the danger- 
ous Rifque they muft inevitably 
run, by the unpardonable ObfHnacy 
they are guilty of, in their wilfull 
rge£ting that Sacred Key of Divine 
Truth and Knowledge, which alone 
can open and lead the Way to it. 
But after the many Argu- 
ments and Solutions that have 
been urg'd in the Preliminary Dif- 
fertation on that Head, it will be 
fufficient to refer them to the far- 
ther Confideration thereof. 

All I have more to add to 
what has been already faid, is on- 
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ly to uave the Reader's Patience for 
die Perulal of the following Ad- 
drels, in which there are feveraj 
Particulars, which were omitted io 
the former Edition- 




AN 



Affectionate Addrefs 




DEISTS and FREE-THINKERS, 

WITH THE 

Moft prejftng and perfwajwe Motives 
and Exhortations to excite their 
Converjion, and re-ejlablijb them 
in the Chrijlian Faith. ^k 

O make thefe Exhortations 
more Effeftual, it will be 
neceflary to fearch and 
to the Bottom of the Sore, 
and lay it open to full View, in or- 
der to a Cure. An Operation as 
Irkfome and Difagreeable to Me, as 
it can be tp Therafelves. But as the 
Weighty 
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Weighty Caufe of Divine Truth 
needs no Apology for the moft ear- 
neft and zealous Endeavours to de- 
fend it ; fo the probable Profpe<9: of 
gaining fome Profelytes to it (however 
few they be) where Eternity lies at 
ftake, will at leaft, I hope, befpeak 
their Candour, and entitle me. to 
their Excufe. The only Apolo^ that 
ieems necef&ry for me to make is, that 
the fame, or fimilar Arguments, 
often interfering with what had be- 
fore been urged (under the feveral 
Views I thought myfelf obliged to 
iet them in) has cafually oceafion d 
fom^ Verbal Tautologies, that could 
not be avoided, without maiming 
the Senfe and Energy of them, 
which pleads for itfelf, 
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S E C T. I. 

This premifed, the firft Thing 1 
have to exhort them to is, . that they 
wduld in Eameft duly refled and 
confider with themfelves, what a 
Ntimber c^ Irreparable Mifehiefs, 
the bare Licentioy/heis in Point of 
Mwality mufi unavoidably do ; not 
only to the Caufe and Intereft of 
Religion in general, but to tho Pub- 
Kck Good of the Civil Community, 
both in Church iand State. They 
cannot but allow, with the Reft of 
Mankind, that Peace and Unity (in 
which the Grace of Charity is al- 
ways implied) are the Fundamental 
Support of all Eftablifhed Polities 
and Governments in the World, up- 
on which their real Welfare and Prof- 
perity muft neceflarily depend. 

And 
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And how inconfiftcnt thcfe are 
with the open Contempt and VkJa- 
tion of the ieveral Duties of our 
Hdy HeligtoQ) as alio with the Fac- 
tious Contelb and Diiputes popetu^ 
ally Tai£ed about it ; and con&quent- 
}y how deftrudive they muft mu- 
tually be of each other, is too evi- 
dently iexperienc'd to be denied. 

Witneis the tranicient Specimen given 
of them in the Pradical . Remarks 
before made on the Attribute of 
Holinefs, 

And if Vice and Immorality, 

fingly confidered, have fo vifible a 
Tendency that Way, how much 
more muft thofe Libertine Principles, 
which ftrike at the very Roof of 
Chriftianity itfelf, be attended with 
thcfe pernicious and deplorable Ef- 
feds? ' 

I i a '^ut 
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But what yet farther enhances 
the Guilt of this heavy Charge is, 
that the unhappy Perfons therein 
concerned, not content with the hU 
berty of harbouring thefe Infidel 0-. 
pinions in their own Breafts, are every 
where fo induftrioufly zealous to fpread 
and promote them among others ; 
which, by their Agreeablenels to the 
C!orrupt Humours and PafHons of 
Mankind, they appear, alasl to be 
too fuccefsfull in. If they could, 
indeed, be affured, that they are 
really in the Right, ar^d have Truth 
on their Side, they might in Ibme 
Meafure be excufed for being fo zea- 
lous in that RelJDeft ; But when 
Nothing pf this does, or can ever 
be made appear ; when they have 
Nothing but bare Imagination and 
Conjedure on their Side, one would 
hardly think it poflible, that Men 

of 
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df Parst and Abilities, Learning and 
Judgment, (as there are many of them 
flowed to be in other Matters) fliould 
take fb mudi Pains to defend, and 
propagate them upon any other Mo- 
tives than Jthoi(e I have before- 
mentioned. 

To take off the Imputation of fo 

heavy a Charge, it greatly behoves 
me in the next Place, to eidiort and 
entreat them, in the moft tender, 
iX>mpafIionate, and charitable Man- 
no: I can, to iearch and examine 
thorougUy into the true State of their 
Cafe, as it has been here reprefent- 
ed; That they would fet aiide the 
Bias and Prejudice of the Self-lliffi- 
ciency of their own Underftanding, 
and weigh impartially the many fla- 
grant and undeniable Evidences and 
Atteflations of the Divine Authority 
. pf the Holy Scriptures to that great 

End. 



f 
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End. An Examination fo necef- 

t firy, and at the feme Time fo fatis- 
feftory in itfelf, that, if they could 
but be perfwaded to make a right 
Ufe of it, in the Confcientious and 
Self-denying Manner here propofed, 
they could not well fail of being 
convinced of the Inexcufable Obfti- 
nacy they are guilty of in periifting 
to withftand the Force and EfB- 
cacy of them. 

Efpecially if they would, at the 
feme Time, likewise conlider, that 
thele Evidences for the Truth and 
Certainty of them, with Regard to 
the Doftrinal Points, as well as the 
Hiftorical Fafts therein recorded, 
have ftood the Teft of all Ages fmce 
the firft Publication of them, and 
even of the Providence of God Him- 
felf, which has fo wonderfully guar- 
ded and preferved them tlu-ough all 



I 
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the outragious Perfecutions from ' 
Time to Time raifed againft them by ' 
the Heathen Nations, which were 
inverately bent to fupprefs and de- 
ftroy them. 



SECT. ir. 

If Truth be really what they aim 
at, and do in earneft ftek after, let 
fuch of them, as are in any Degree 
qualified for it, but take the Paint , 
to look into and examine thofe an- 
cient and authentick Writings cf'j 
'Jofephus and Philo yudaus (the moft 
Learned and Celebrated Authors a— 
mong the "Jerm at that Time) and j 
they will there find fuch ample and \ 
fatisfaftory Accounts, with regard to j 
the Life and Doftrine of Chrift, ancj , 
the Miracles wrought by him ; at . 
well as that of Mofes, and the Di- ^ 
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vine Difpeniation he was command-' 
ed and infpired by God to promulge; 
as may juftly be prefum'd fufficient 
to convince them of the Unreafon- 
ablenefs of their groundlefs Prejudi- 
ces and Exceptions againft them. 

And fo again, as to the Hiftori- 
cal Matters of Fad, which relate to 
the feveral Prophecies therein reveal- 
ed concerning Chrift, many Hun- 
dred Years before they came to pafs ; 
If they would only give themfelves 
the like Trouble attentively to read 
over and confider the apparent Con- 
neSiion there is between the Sacred 
and Profane Hiftories on that Head, 
(the Chronology of which has been 
publifhed by feveral noted Authors, 
more particularly by Archbilhop 
UJhery and the late Learned and 
Judicious Dr. Prideaux^ the moft 
accurate and valuable of them) they 

would 
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would there find fuch full Satisfadion 
in thefe Point! alfo, as, in the Im- 
partial Way of Judging, it would be 
next to impolTible for them to gain- 
lay or withftand. 

But left this fliould be thought 
too difficult and tedious an Enquiry 
for them to enter into (as I am apt 
to believe it may) they will the more 
eafily, I hope, excufe the Freedom 
I take to refer them to the two Pre- 
fatory Difcourfes drawn up by the 
late Acute, Laborious, and Judicious 
Mr. Stackhmfe, before his Hijiory of 

the Holy Bible. In which [befides 

the many Powerful and Convincing 
.Arguments for the Necellity as well 
as the Reafonablenefs and Expedi- 
ency of a Divine Revelation in ge- 
neral J and the no lels full and fatis- 
faftory Anfwers to all the Objedlions 
that have ever yet been rais'd againft 
K k them] 
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them] I dare venture to pronufb 
they will there meet with fuch au- 
thentick Proofs and Teitimonies, not 
only from the ancient Jewifh, but 
the mod noted Roman Writers and 
Hiftorians of thofe Times, in Con- 
jfirmation of the ieveral Fads there- 
in recorded ; That th^ can no more 
be denied or difputed, than thslt there 
were in Truth fiich Authors, or fuch 
Fads and Paflages then tranQided in 
the World. 

All which will yet more fully 
appear, if they take in the Evidence 
of the Publick Written Account 
which, Tackus exprefly tells us, was 
ient to Ttierius Cafary of all thofe 
Matters from Pontius Pilate the Go- 
vernour himfelf ; who by the vio- 
lent Importunity of the yews (as he 
then complained) was fcrc'd, againfl 
the Bent of his own Mind and Judg- 
ment, 
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ment, to execute that unjuft Sen- 
tence he had pafs'd upon our Savi- 
our, as they required. 



SECT. III. 

Taking the Whole, therefore, ia. . 
das View, what other Judgment caa. | 
be pafs'd upon fuch a prevalent 
Growth of Infidelity amongft us, 
but that the chief Abettors of it, 
are for the moft Part fo abfolutely 
determined {right or wrong) to ad- 
here to their own Opinions, that 
inftead oi feeing •with their Eyes, or 
hearing with their Ears, they refolve 
to clofe both ; and reje6t the Offers 
of that happy Converlion they might 
otherwife be blefled with ? 

And what makes this Abfurdity 

yet more unaccountable, is, that, 

potwithftanding the High Value they 

ICk 2 fet 
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let upon Human Reafbn, above 
every other Principle they will fufFec 
themfelves to be guided by; yet 
their \^ay of ading in this C^e is a 
downright Cpntradidion tp it. For 
what in Fad or Reality can be more 
Coy than to prefer Darknefs before 
Light, to quit Certainty for Uncer^ 
taintjff and run the Hazard of a 
Future State upon fo great an Ine- 
quality of Evidence, as the Tefti- 
mony of an Omnifcient God on the 
one Hand, and that of BaUen Man 
Tuppofes on the other ? 

But admitting the Evidences were 
in any Degree Equal in Regard to 
to that great Point, (which no Wife 
and Confiderate Perfon, after all the 
Calculations that have ever been 
made about it, can aUow it to be) : 
Yet, confidering the Infinite Re- 
wards and Punifhments that are here- 

after 
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after to enfue, as no Man living can 
be afTured they will not, which, 
when brought into this Account, 
muft greatly prqx)nderate and cafl 
the Balance of the Scale againft them ; 
-—-What a Madnefs muft it be to 
venture upon fuch an Experiment, as 
has no probable Grounds in Right 
Reafbn to iupport it ? 

This is what they themfelves muft 
needs be fenfible of, and therefore to 
fopply the Defeat of Rational Argu- 
ments, which the Weaknefs of their 
Cauie will not bear, they have Re- 
courfe to that Old Heathen, and (if 
I may be pardoned the Word) Hellifh 
Device of Scoffing and Ridicule to 
that End ; finding it much eafier and 
more effedhial to Laugh Men out of 
their Chriftian Principles, than to 
Reafon them into their Own : So un- 
juftifiable a Way of proceeding, and fo 

dangerous 
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dangerous and pernicioiis in the Qoa.^ 
fequences of it, that it is not eafy to 
account for the encoura^g Succefs 
they meet with in it. 

But whether it is owing to Pride or 
Self-Conceit and Singularity on the 
one Hand ; or a natural Baibfulnefs 
and Diffidence in their own Judgment, 
and Dependance upon tboCe whom 
they efteem as more L^amol and 
Knowing on the other ;~-or all thefe 
mixed together with the common 
Foible of the Love of the Worldi 
and the prefent Modes and Interefts 
and Enjoyments of it, certain it is, 
that as there's no one thing Maur- 
kind has a greater Averfion to 
than to be Mocked and Derided y 
fo nothing has done greater Mifchief 
to all Religion whatfbever, than this 
has brought upon it. 

Elpecially 
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Efpecially when it is confidered 
what an Additional Load of Guilt it 
muft bring upon thofe unhappy Per- 
fons, vihofit in the Scorner's Chair, 
and draw in all that come within 
their Reach to aiTemble and unite 
with them in fuch Impious Commu- 
nications. For what can pofTibly be 
more Injurious and Provoking to the 
Divine Being than to fee his Deity 
thus infulted, and his Divine Laws 
made the Subjeft of Burlefque and 
Ridicule.' What more inconfiftent 
with the Nature of Rational Crea- 
tures, than to imagine him capable 
of fuffering the Souls of Men, which 
Chrift Ihed his Precious Blood to re- 
deem, to be fo little regarded by 
them as this impUes, without inflift- 
ing the fevered Punifhments upon 1 
them for it.' No, thefe are Outrages 
fo fliocking to all true ChriftiansEars 
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in the Very Mention of them, that 
they <^ahnot but raife the greateft 
Horror and Deteftation in their 
Minds againft them. 

And they Would, lio doubt, have 
the like Effed on thefe very Scof- 
fers themfelves, if they could poffibly 

be prevailed with to read the Scrip- 

« 

tures, with that Attention and Sin- 
cerity as they , ought ; and ferioufly 
refle<ft on the many Severe Threat- 
nings there denounced in particular 
againfl this heinous Tranfgreflion. — • 
The moft remarkable of which is 
that recorded by the Wife-man from 
the Mouth of God himfelf, Prvu. i. 
26, 27, 28. where he tells the Li- 
bertines of this fort in thofe Days, 
that becaufe they hated Knowledge^ 
fet at nought his Counfeh^ and defpijed 
his Reproofs I He would laugh at 

their Calamity y and mock when their 

fear 
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Fear Carney and again, 7%at when 
Diftrefs and Anguijh came upon them 
as a Whirhoindy and threatened their 
DeJiruSiion'y Then^ feys he, Jhall 
they call upon me, but I will not an- 
fioer, they Jhall feek me early , but 
they Jhall not Jind me ; yea, though 
they make many Prayers, I will not 
hear them, 

SECT. IV. 

I 

That thefe feverc Denunciations 
were adnally executed upon the 
Jewifh Nation in General, is too 
evidently demonftrated by their utter 
Banifhment and Difperfion through 
the whole Chriftian World to^peed 

any further Proof. And, if we 

(notwithflanding our Chriftian .Fro?; 
feilion) do ftill go on, by 
notorious Ads of Infidf"'*^ Irii 

M m % 
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piety, and LicentioufheTs, to Jill up 
the Meafure of our Iniquities as they 
did ; we have, I fear, but too much 
Reafon to expe(9: the like fevere Sen- 
tence of Condemnation from Him ; 
and how foon that may be pafled. 
upon us, God alone, who is the 
Avenger, as well as the Witnefs of 
them, can poflibly know, or deter- 
mine on that Account. 

The fenfible Warnings we have 
felt of the Divine Indignation againft 
us, in the laft Century by a long 
Expenfive and Deftruftive Civil War, 
in w^hich many Millions of Lives in 
the Field, and even that of the Beft 
of Princes upon the Scaffold at his 
own Gate were facrifced to the Am^ 
hition of a Tyrannical Ufurper^ whofe 
Sword was the only Law he refolved 
to govern by^ — And, as a fatal Con- 
fequence of this^ the utter Subver- 

Jion 
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Jim of our happy Eftablifhment both 
in Church and State ; together with 
the .many deteftable and deplorable 
Effeds that naturally flowed from it ; 
—Arc InfliSiions too flagrant and 
ftefli in our Memories to need being 
reminded of; and of too grievous a 
Nature to bear being refleded on 
without perpetuating that ignomi- 
nious Reproach and Condemnation, 
which the delperate Rebels of thofe 
Days brought upon the whole Na- 
tion by it. 

Nor is this the only Inftance of 
God's Difpleafiire againft us ; there 
being yet another of a much frefher 
Date, which" I cannot forbear taking 

Notice of on this Occafion ; viz. 

That mali^ant Diftemper and Mor- 
tality among our Cattle, that we 
have for fomeYears groaned under and 
are not yet intirely free from ; which 

M m 2 appears 



268 ADDRESS TQ THE 

appears to be a Vifitation of (b ex- 
traordinaiy a Nature, that it is as 
much above the Reach of our Rea- 
fon to account for, as it is beyon4 
our utmofl Skill in Phyficql Gaufes 
and EjfFedts, by any Huioan Means 
to remedy or prevent. 

To whom then are we to aiaibe 
this furprizing Event, or from whom 
are we to hope for Succour and Re- 
liefj but that fupreme Almighty 
Being, on whofe Providence alone 
iuch unaccountable Emurgencies mud 
be fuppofed to depend ? 

This may, for ought we know, 
be but the Beginning of other Sor- 
rows yet to come ; if we do not take 
due Care by a ipeedy Repentance 
and Reformation of Life, to put a 
Stop to thefe fpreading Evils, 

But to comfort us under fuch ju- 
dical Trials, which laft no longer 

than 
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than the great and wife End they 
were defigned for is anfwercd; 'tis-., 
farther to be obferved, that as God: ^ 
was gracioufly pleafcd on the former 
Occafion, in the Midfi of "Judgment 
to rememher Mercy, and by giving 
a different Turn to the Courie of his 
Providence in our Favour, to reftore 
our then banifhed Sovereign to the 
Rightful PoflefEon of his Throne, 
under the fame Fonn of Govern- 
ment in Church and State, which 
was (o happily before fettled and 

eftablifhed among us ; So we 

have great Reafon to hope for the 
like gracious Favour in Regard 
to the Malady we have fb long 
complained of; efpecially after the 
repeated folemn Afts of Humi- 
liation and Repentance appointed 
by his prefent Majefty on that Ac-, 
count ; and the flrift Regard he has 
all 



i 
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all along fliewed to the ftanding 
Rules of Juftice and Equity, as well 
as to the Peace and Profpeil.-y of the 
Civil Government over wluch he 
prefides: thefe being all of them 
Qualifications of fo diftinguifhed a 
Nature as may well be prefumed to 
entitle him to the Divine Favour of 
God himfelf, as they have hitherto 
done, to the general Affe&ion, Re- 
fpefl and Efteem of all his Subjefts, 
who never fail to teftify the Siiir 
cerity of it, by their beft Wilhes 
and Prayers for his Prefervation, as 
in Duty and Gratitude he juftly de- 
serves irom them. 

It is but too common indeed with 
the Generality of Free-Thinkers (who 
are difpofed to refolve all publick E- 
vents of this Kind into the Power and 
Energy of natural Caufes only) to ex- 
claim againft our afcribing them to 

the 
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the Difpeiifations of God's Provi- 
dence, which they falily imagine to 
be an Impeachment of His Infinite 
Juilice and Goodnefs to Mankind, 
and confequently inconfiftent with 
the Eflential Ideas he has been pleas'd 
to give us of himielf in his Divine 

Word. But this is an Inference 

that ought by no Means to be drawn 
fromit. For though it cannot be denied 
that all National Judgments and Pu- 
nifliments as fuch, are and muft be, 
indifcriminately inflided on all alike, 
in a temporal Senfe (with regard 
to the prefent Life) : Yet, as God is an 
all-difcerning, as well as a Righteous 
Judge, who lees and knows the Fi- 
deUty and Integrity of thofe that 
truly believe and truft in him ; fo he 
will not fail to reward them with 
due Share of that fpiritual and eter-' 
nal 
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nal Hafpkiefs, they have a juft Ti- 
tle to be admitted tx> !h another Worlds 



SECT. V. 

Having how enlarged much far- 
ther upon this nice and fublime Sub- 
jed than I firft intended, or than 
probably may be acceptable to fbme 
of my Readers; it is now high 
Time to return to the general Head 
I had entered into under the former 
Sedion, viz. To mew the Iblenm 
Aflurances we have from God him- 
felf in all Parts of his Divine Wordj 
that he is not only infinite in Power 
to punijhy but abundant in Mercy 
and Compaflion to forgive the great- . 
eft of Sinners, if with penitent and 
contrite Hearts, they return to their 
Duty, fq that the very Scorners be- 
fore-mentioned 
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before-mentioned, if they would but 
be prevailed with (as King Solomon 
advices) to be wife for thetnf elves and 
be moved by thole awful Admoni- 
tions to reform and forfake that 
grievous Enormity before it be too 
late ; there is yet a Way left for 
them to efcape, and be reconciled 

to Him. And that without their 

ieeking Shelter under fome mifta- 
ken Paflages in St. Pauts Epiftles, 
which they vainly imagine to be 
much more in their Favour, than 
they will find them to be. 

It is true, indeed, that St. Paul 
himlelf, before his Converfion was 
excited by his great Zeal for the 
Mofaick Difpenfation, to become a 
Blafphemer ondPerfecutor of theName 
and Faith of Chrift. But he tells 
he obtained Mercy ^ becaufe he di 
ignorantly in Unbelief, j " i. 
■■■'Ji J N n 



4 
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And the like Apology he makes 

in Favour of the Gentiles alio on 
that Account ; Htmjhould they be- 
lieve, fays he, in Him of whom they 
have not heard, and how Jhould they 
hear without a 1'eacher, and how 
Jhould they teach except they befent f 
Rom. X. i+, 15. 

And agreeably to this it is farther 

to be obferred, That, though the 

Jews were feverely punifhed for 
their Rejefting and Crucifying the 
Blefled Mefliah, who was fent to 
deliver to them the glad Tidings of 
the Gofpel; by being driven out of 
their native Country to feek their 
Bread in foreign Nations, under the 
odious Mark of Ignominy and Re- 
proach to this Day ; As the great- 
eft Part of the Gentiles ftill are, by 
being involved in a State of Dark- 
nefs and Ignorance of that Divine 
Light 
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Light; and enflaved to the Crael 
Tyranny and Opreffion of the Sa- 
vage Rulers they are forced to be 

fubjea to ; yet they are neither 

of them to be looked upon as down- 
right Reprobates fo as to be without 
Hope, andimthout God in the World. 

For as the former have the Law 
of Mofes for the Rule of their Faith 
and Conduft, and the latter that of 
natural Reafbn and Conlcience to 
regulate their Thoughts and ASions 
by, fo they are each of them to be 
rewarded or punilhed hereafter, ac- 
cording to their Obfervance or Vio- 
lation of thofe Laws, by which they 

are to be judged ; And that in 

luch Kinds and Degrees of each, as 
God in his Infinite Wifdom and 
Juftice thinks fit to allot them in a 
future State; though he has not 
fj n 2 been 
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been pleafed exprefly to reveal them 
to us in his Divine Word. 

To confirm the Truth of which 
Ailertions we have the Teftimony 
of the Holy Scriptures, more p^* 
cularly of the Nem Teftament in ie-> 
vcral Places, which plainly intimate 
and foretell the . Converfan of the 
One, and the Ccdling in of the Other; 
and that nsohen the Fullnefs of Ttme 
appointed by the Father for that 
Purpofe is compleated ; all that then 
remain alive of them, fhall, by em-* 
bracing the Faith of Chrift, be ad' 
mitted into the Pale of his Church, 
become one Fold under one Shepherd ; 
and through the Merits of his Death 
and Paflion be entitled to the Ever- 
lafting Reward of it at his future 
Tribunal, 



SECT. 
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But c^ what yfe or Benefit is all 
iMs to the Free-Tbinkers of th^ 
Age among us, who have not the 
leaft Ckim to the foregoing PleasT 
IftheLightof-Chrift's Gofpel ha4 
not been vouchfafed and imparted 
to them j if they had not entered 
into a folemn Covenant with Him at; 
their Bapdfni, and been early in- 
ftru6ted in its Dodrines and Precepts 
by the publick Preaching of it; 
they might have fomething favour^ 
able to plead for themfelves : — But, 
as their Cafe is quite the Reverfe of 
all this, {o muft the EfFed and Con-i 
fequence of it be too ; they become 
much more inexcufable by their 
outward Profefllon of Chriftianity, 
and therefore render themfelves ob^ 

noxioi 
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noxious to much a feverer Condem- 
nation. 

A Confequence of fo fliocking 
and dreadiiil a Nature, tliat they 
themfelves can hardly be fuppofed 
to refle£t upon it without frequent 
Fears and Apprehenfions of the Di- 
vine Judgments in another Life; 
fbme lecret Fore-bodings will un- 
avoidably be rifing in their Minds 
of the Probability of a future State, 
— And what elfe in Point of Equi- 
ty, can they then expeft at God's 
Hand, but to be made the Signal 
Examples of his Divine Juftice for 
fo impious a Contempt and Abufe 
of his Merey, which he has from 
Time to Time vouchfafed them the 
gracious Offers of? 

'Tis little better in the Effeft and 
Confequences of it, than an impli- 
cit Sort of Calling upon God to de- 
part 
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fart from them for they defire not the 
Kmmkdge of his Ways ; and fetting 
his Threatnings at Defiance, as mere 
Bug-bears invented to frighten the 
Timid and Credulous Chriftians into 
the Obfervance of his Laws. 

But what yet further fliews that 
malicious Pains they are taking to 
abolifli the Chriflian ReUgion; they 
Icruple not (without confideringwhofe 
Work they are employed in) to 
become Tools and Inftruments in 
the Jefuits Hands to bring about 
their main Defign, of fubverting 
our eftabliflied Church and re-in- 
ftating that of the Church of Romi 
in its ftead, which is more than 
probable would be the Confequence 
of it. For there is nothing more 
obvious to common Senfe and Ob- 
fervation, than that the Growth and 
Increafe of Popery, is and muft of 
Courfe 
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Courfe be advanced in Proportion 
to the Growth of Infidelity and Ira- 
piety araongft us. Their falfe 

Doiftrines will not bear the Teft of 
the primitive Truth and Purity of 
the Gofpel ; and, as they think thenv 
felves obliged to be of fome Reli- 
gion or other, 'tis natural for thera 
to make Choice of that Church, 
which calls itfelf Infallible, and pro- 
pofes much eafier and furer Terms 
of Salvation (than they will allowOurj 
to do) by thdr pretended If orks 6/ Su^ 
fererogalimandPrajrers far tie Dead, 
to relcafe them fi-om that Purgatorial 
State, they are fuppoled to be confin'd 
to, in order to purify and prepare them 
for that perfeft State of Blifs and Glory 
they are to enjoy with Chrift in Hea- 
ven. That this is the Opinion too ge- 
nerally enteftain'd amongft them, ap- 
pears from the grievous Complaints we 
find 
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find (of late Years more than everj 
fet forth in our publick Papers of 
the great Numbers of profefled Pro- 
teftants, which crowd to the feveral 
Romifh Chapels they are at Liberty 
to refbrt to without Reftraint or 
Controul. 

But not to dwell any longer on 
fo difagreeable a Subjeft (which I 
have not Room for) there is nothing 
in Truth can be more furprizingly 
abfurd than that Men of fuch di- 
ftinguiflied Parts and Abilities fhould 
induftrioully aflbciate and combine 
together to fubvert the Faith and 
Dodrine of Chrift*8 Gofpel, upon 
which all true Morality and Religion 
is founded ; as they are in Effe& en- 
deavouring to do, by throwing down 
the Chief Guards and Fences ap- 
pointed by God to fecure and pre- 
ierve it. 

O o For 
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For what in Nature can be more 
evident to the common Sentiments 
of Mankind, than that the Stability 
of all SuperArudures muft depend 
on the Strength and Security of the~ 
Foimdation that (iipports them ? And 
how {hould that Security be made 
good in this Refpeffc, if every Man 
be left at Liber^ to think and ad 
as he pleafes, without any Regard 
to that Divine Law ? — ^-He becomes 
then, in a moral Senfe, a Lcm to 
himfelf, as having nothing but his 
own depraved Fancy and Inclina- 
tion to govern himfelf by; and 
what the Confequence of that muft 
be, his own Experience in the End 
will top fatally convince him of. 
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SECT. VII. 



I 



That Religion in general is, and 
muft be, of all Things, the moft 
proper and neceilary to the publick 
Intereft and Profperity of all Civil 
States and Governments whatever, is 
a known and received Maxim, 
which the moft eminent Politicians 
of all Ages and Nations have uni- 

verfally agreed in ; and that the 

Chrijiian Religion in particular (elpe- 
cially as 'tis here eflablifhed) is, of 
all others, the moft eiTeftual to the 
Attainment of that important End; 
we have hkewife the concurrent 
Opinion of two late Authors of 
great Note and Diftiniflion on the 
Infidel Side, to confirm the Truth 
of it ; — (who, notwithftanding the 
manifeft Contrariety it bears to their 
O o 2 profefled 
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profefled Difbdief of future Re- 
wards and Punifliments in another 
World) are both forced to acknow- 
ledge the powerful Influence it has, 
in Point of Policy, to promote 
Mens Obedience to the Priecepts of 
the moral Law, as well as to re^ 
ftrain them from the Gjmmiffion 
of flich enormous and malignant 
Vices, as they wonld otherwife be 

inclined to run headlong into. 

From all which it may, I hope, 
by their own Confcflion, be very 
fairly inferred ; that fince the un- 
juflifiable Methods they take to pro- 
pagate their Infidel Principles are 
fuch, as have never yet been (and 
I truft in God never will be) able 

to effed ; they would forbear at 

leaft to blafpheme what they own is 
above the Reach of their Reafon to 
comprehend, and, witi; a modefl 

and 
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and becoming Deference, be per- 
fuaded to acquiefce (as their Wife 
Fore-fadiers had for many Age$ 
done) in that itanding anq authen-r 
tic Revelation God has vouchiafed 
us of his Divine Will therem. 

This no Doubt would be th^ 
iafeft Way for them to take in their 
Cafe, as not knowipg how far hii 
i)ivine Mercy may po£lbly be €Xn 
tended, by iK^me extraordinary Injo 
puUes of his Divine Spirit upon the^f 
jMinds to iring them back to the Bet- 
lief and Achnowledgfuent of thi 
Truth, 

But however that may be, as it 
can be no Reproach upon their Un- 
derflandings to entertain fome Hopet 
at lead of that Kind ; fo the Infinity 
Happinefs that would afluredly ati- 
tend the fulfilling of thofe Hopes, 
would abundantly julHfy them in 

inaking 
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making that Experiment; and be 
the Hkelieft Means to induce them 
to caft ojf tbofe Works of Darhnefe^ 
that have hitherto intercepted that 
Divine Light of the Gofpel, which 
^ould otherwife have fhined upon 
tbem in their reading of it. 

Of what Weight, thefe preffing 
Arguments and Exhortations may, 
or ought to be, with the profejfed In- 
jideh before-mentioned, is a Point 
of Confcience, tJiat muft be left en- 
tirely to themfelves to judge of, and 

determine. All I have ftirther to 

oifer on this Head is only to fubjoin 
a few pradical Remarks, by Way 
of Caution, to thofe other Gentle- 
men, called Free-Thinkers^ who have 
not yet quite abandoned the Pro- 
fcffion of Chrift's Gofpd, tho* they 
cannot be brought to aflent to, or 

comply 



r 
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comply with the true Principles and 
Precepts of it. 

The moft important of which is, 
That, however difagrceable thefe 
may be to their private Sentiments 
and Inclinations in fome RefpeSs ; 
yet as the ftrift Obligations they are 
under in their Political Capacities 
to preferve the Peace, Happinefs, 
and Intcreft of the Community they 
appertain to, are equally binding to 
all its Members ; fo the bare men- 
tion thereof is fufficient to claim a 
general Ailent to it. 

The Natural Love that every Man 
is fuppofed to have for his own Na- 
tive Country, as well as the Pleafure 
and Satisfaftion of being ufeful and 
ferviceable to All on any juft Oc- 
cafion that call for his Advice and 
Affiftance; Are all fuch forcible and 
engaging 
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eiigaging Motives to this End, as 
cannot in common Senfe and Rea-^ 
fon be declined or withftood. — Nor 
can any Occafion whatever more ne- 
ceflary and important be poflibly 
thought of, than that of defending 
and promoting the firm Belief and 
due Obfervance of the Golpel Dif- 
penlation, w^hich has through this 
whole Treatife been over and over 
again Proved to be in all Refpeds 
the only perfedl Rule of Faith and 
Righteoufnefs, that ever was, or can 
be tranfmitted to Mankind. 

In as much as our very Lives and 
Fortunes, as well as our Liberties 
and Properties, which we are all fo 
jealous of, and Iblicitous to preferve 
(if not guarded and fecured by the 
All-wife Precepts and Sandions of 
it) would lie at the Mercy of every 
Cruel, RevengefuU, or Fraudulent 

Oppreflbr, 
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Oppreflbr, that has it in his Power 
to invade, ailault, or rob us, 

when he pleafes. And what a 

wretched State Human Nature woidd 
be reduced to in fuch a Cafe, is a 
Thought attended with too much 
Horror and Dread to be ever enter- 
tained among us ; or to need any 
other Argument to diffuade us from 
giving Way to any Thing that ap- 
pears to have the leaft Tendency 
to it. 

All I have further to add by Way 
of Clofe to the whole, is to apolo- 
gize for the Freedom I have here 
taken with them, and earneftly to 
exhort and entreat them once more, 
that they would ferioufly and im- 
partially ponder and refleft, (again 
and again) on the imminent Dan- 
ger of their prefent State That 

they would with Candour and Pa- 

1 ■ . P p tience 
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lience duly weigh the feveral Ar- 
guments and Admonitions I have 
here endeavoured to fet before them 
in different Lights, for their clearer 

View and Satisfadion therein. 

And that they would be at leaft 
perfliaded to believe that, as the 
main End I aimed at throughout 
was to convince them, if pofUble, 
of the manifeft Abfurdity of the fe- 
tal Errors they have hitherto been 
involved in, and dlilliade them from 
perfifling any longer in them; fo I 
know of nothing that would give 
me greater Pleafiire and Comfort in 
this Life, than my being in any 
Degree inflrumental to their Con- 
verfion, and bringing them to a right 
Senfe of that infinite Happinefs they 
might thereby be afTured of Enjoy- 
ing in the Life to come. 

I pray 
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I pray God vouch&fe a Blefling 
on this well-meant Ei&y towards it, 
and make it fucce^ful, as far as it 
reaches, to that Great and DefiraUe 
End intended by it, The Salvation 
of their Souls in the Day of the 
Lord Jefus. 



FINIS. 
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JN the Preface, Page z, Line 2o> read thoroughly, p. 6. 1. z, x,fd' 
lutary, p. j, 1. 2i> r. Dijcourfe inftead oi Dtjfertation, 

In die Diilertatioiij, p. 6, 1. 13, r. Incogitancy. p. 20, 1. 2i> dele //&^, 
p. 23, 1. 149 dele 0/*. p. 37, 1. 9, inftead of other, r. 0/* /^^m. p. 55, 1. 
2, r. PoJUrtty, p, 58, I. 6^ r. circumfcribed, p. 8 1, 1. 4, r. ii^uantity 
inftead of polity, p. 96, 1. 4, r. J?a;//. p. 119, in the laft Line, 
r. Juftice inftead of Power, p. 123, 1. 7, dele not, p. 130, !• 6, r. 
'Hyifi^vdC. p. 232> 1. 2y r. appears, p. 136, 1. 16, r. Tranfgr^;0on» 
p. 155, 1. 22. r« Oftentation, p. 161, 1. 2, r. prefumptuous, p« 167, 
1. 13. r. bear, p. 168, 1. 22, r. Parricide, p. 178, 1. 2, r. Spiritual, 
p. I95> 1. 12, dele r/&f. p. 224, 1. 4, before the word and r. Thrift, 
p. 236^ 1. 15, inftead of Ijuke, r. Matthew xxv. 21. p. 240, r. iS^^. 
^. p. 241, 1. 20y r. Charitable, p. 253, 1. i^ r. Parts, p. 25^. 1. 49 
r; inveterately, p. 2689 1. 1 3, r. Emergencies, p. 2689 laft 1. r. judicial, 
p. 273, 1. 3, r. advifes, p. 275, 1. 2, r. Opprejpon, p. 278, 1. i, r. d 
before mi/ri^. p. 282, 1. 12, inftead of a /nor^;/^ read a literal ienje» 
p. 284, 1. ij, r. ri&^ after ^5. 
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